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PREFACE. 


I, E commonly believe, That there is not in 
the world, a mare compleat Body of Prac- 
tical Divinity, than is now extant in the Engliſh 
Tongue, in the writings of the laſt and the preſent 
century. And perhaps this belief 1s not altogether 
owing to a natural prejudice in favour of our own 
country. It ſeems rather to be grounded on the truth 
of things, on ſolid, rational obſervation. 


2. InDEED there can be no reaſonable doubt here- 
of, in any who do but calmly conſider, (even before 
they are acquainted with the writings themſelves ) 
That we have not wanted men of natural abilities, 
no ways inferior to thoſe other countries have pro- 
duced, whether in earlier or later ages. Whatever 
aſftances Art could give, we have alſo largely en- 
d. And may we not add, (Not unto us, O 
Lok, but unto thy Name be the Praiſe! ) That | 
K the 


* The PREFACE. 
the Piety which has ſhone in many of our countrymins.. | 
has been equal to their Learning f They were indeed 
burning and ſhining Lights, in their ſucceſſtve ge- 
nerations : Men whom the Spirit of GoD endued 
. with the true/t Wiſdom, and taught to underſtand 
even the deep things of God. 


3. HENCE we have in Engliſh as great à variety 
of boaks, on every branch of Religion, as is to be 
found, ¶I believe it may be ſaid) in any language un- 
der Heaven. And this variety has been abundantly 

 mnereas'd, particularly in the preſent age, by nume- 
rous tranſlations from all languages, antient as well 
as modern. So that were a man to ſpend fourſecore 
years, with the moſt indefatigable application, he 
could go but a little way, toward reading over what 
has been publiſ/d in our own tongue, within theſe 
laft hundred and fifty years. 


4. Bur this very plenty creates a difficulty. One 

who defires to make the bel of a ſhort life, is left a- 

. mong five hundred folios, and knows not where to be- 

gin. He cannot read all, and would willingly read 

| will point out theſe® i he will give him a clews 
whereby he may guide himſelf thro' this labyrinth? 

| 5. Teas is needful in the highe/t degree. And 

|, met only becauſe of the immenſe variety, the endleſs 

5 multiplicity of books, with which he is ſurrounded on 


every fide; But likewiſe, becauſe in many of theje 
more 
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more is ſpoken than is true. There is mach Truths 
but there is much Faiſbood alſo ; and theſe ave fre 
quently ſo intermixt, fo (caſually or defignedly) blend- 
ed together, that it is not an eaſy thing te ſeparate 
them. Again : many, though true, are of little uſe * 
being chiefly, if not wholly, e they rather 
Jeare or 4b. Others, not cantrover fial, are wrote 
in ſuch a file, as is ſcarce intelli gible to the bulk of 
mankind. A fault which it is not eaſy for men of 
learning to avoid; which they cannot aw0:d without 
great attention It being ſo nature! to imagine, that 


what is plain to themſelves, muſt * 


readers alſe. 


6. Tucen who how ce this fault, have 
frequently fallen into another : their thoughts are as 
common as their expreſſions. They ſpeak plain, but 
mean time they ſpeak nothing : nothing but what the 
meaneft of their readers might have ſaid for them. 
All their obſervations are trite and ſuperficial : they 
ju ſtim over the ſurface f Religion : but declare 
nothing of the height or depth of thaſe great Truths 
which are brought to light by the Goſpel. 


7. From this ſome have run into the oppoſite a 
treme. They are nat tas ſuperficial, but tos myſtical. 
They find Hidden Meanings in every thing, which 
Gop never taught, nor the antient Children of Gon 
ever knew. They ſeek Myſteries in the plaineft 
Truths, and make them ſuch by their explications.. 
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Whereas the Chriftian Religion, according to the 
ſeriptural account, is the plaingſt, cleareſt thing in 

the world : nothing ftranger, or harder to be under- 
fied than this, We love Him, becauſe He firſt 


2 


% 3. THERE is yet another inconvenience ariſing 


rem the vaſt variety of authors in the Engliſh 


Tongue. They do not always agree : they do not all 
ſheak the ſame things in the ſame manner. Even 
in points of Practical Religion, yea and thoſe of the 
higheſt concern, writers of no ſmall eminence, ſpeak 
not only in a manner different from, but contradict- 
ory to, each other. One bids us, go on; another, flop + 
one directs to the right-hand, another to the left. In- 
fomuch that unleſs the reader be endued, not only 
with a good underſtanding, but with ſome experi- 
mental knowledge of the things of God, he is in 
danger of being quite bewilder'd. Nay, ſome un- 
happy men have been induced hereby, to throw away 


all religion: imagining, there was nothing therein, 


but j Jargon and ſelf er 


9. Now who will be at the pains to extract, the - 


Cold out of theſe baſer mixtures! M bo will ſepa- 


rate the pure, genuine Divinity, out of this huge, 
mungled maſs ?® I have made, as I was able, an 
attempt of this kind. I have endeavour d to extract 
fuch” a collection of EnGL1sn Divixirv, as (I 
believe) is All True, All . to the Oracles of 

Go: | 
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Gop: as is all Practical, unmiæt with Controverſy 
of any kind; and all intelligible to plain men: ſuch , 
as is not ſuperficial, but going down to the depth, and 
deſeribing the height of Chriſtianity : And yet not 
myſtical, not obſcure to any of thoſe, who are expe- 
rienced in the ways of Gop. I have alſo particu- 
larly endeavour'd, to preſerve a Conſiſtency through- 
out, that no part might contradict ny other : but all 
conſpire together, to make the man of Gop perfect, 
throughly furniſh'd unto every good word and 
work. 


10. Bur in order to this, I have been obliged, 
not only to omit the far greateſt part of ſeveral emi- 
nent authors, but alſo to add what was needful, ei- + 
ther to clear their ſenſe, or to correct their miſtakes. 
And in a deſign of this nature, I apprehend myſelf to 
be at full liberty ſo to do. I therefore take no author 
for better, for worſe : (as indeed I dare not call any 
man Rabbi :) but endeavour to follow each ſo far 
as he follows CHRIST. And not * one 
fep farther 


11. I FoLLow (neark, not ſcrupulouſly) the 
Order of Time, wherein theſe authors wrote. And 


that for two reaſons : firſt, That the ſerious reader 
may be the more clearly ſatisfied; that the genuine Re- 
ligion of JesUs CHRIST, has been one and the ſame 
from the beginning : and ſecondly, That if it ſhould 
| Pleaſe Gon to call me hence, before the work it 
brought 
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brought. ts a period, any who thinks good to purſue 


W more eafily go on where I 
2 


bleſſing, and write his love in every reader * 
Kingſvod-Schodl, 
March 25, 1749. 


A CHRIS- 


n 


IE PISTLES 


Apoſtolical Fathers, 


8. Clement, 8. Ignatius, 
8. Polycazp : 
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AND THE 


 Maztyrboms 


8. Euatius * S. Polycarp. 


Baanusessesssesesessssssseeses 
Partly tranſlated, and partly abridged. | 
Anüsdasdaänaasnenssssssasssess 
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a colleftion, there 
les : one of 


emporaries of the holy Apoft 
them bed » Tay our tn 2 the others. 
well inſtrutted by thoſe great men, whom He com- 
miſfion'd to go forth and teach all nations. Mie cans 
not therefore doubt, but what they deitver to us it the 
pure Doctrine of the Goſpel; what Chriſt and his 
Apeſtles taught, and what theſe holy men bad . 
ſelves receit d from their own mouths.. 


2. Nox had they Aar age of living in 
the ape/tolical times, of the holy e and 
conver fing with them, but were themſelves TP 
eminent character in the church; men raiſed to tbe 
highe/t honeur and authority; choſen by the les th 
freſide in their ſeveral Sees; and thoſe fome of the moſt 
eminent then in the world: ſuch men therefore, we 
may be well aſſured, muft have been carefully in- 
mn in the my/tery of the Geſpel, and have had a ' 
ot . Jed and Legen Hartelcaxe of the Fai ar 
efas. of 


* 
3. Hav they don hw of no mote, — fa 
the church, yet the very age wherein they lived, tuo 
have render” d their i I” jJufthy venerable to un. 
But 


127 
But now, having to do with men not only _ utted 

in common by the Apoſtles, with the other chriſtians 
of theſe days, but particularly bred up and inſtituted | 

þ them. having here the writings of men —_ cy 

attained to ſo perfect a knowledge 0 of the myſt 
godlineſs, as to be judged worthy by t 94. 2 
 ſebves to be Overſeers of the great churches of Rome, 

Antioch, and Smyrna: we cannot with any rea ＋ 
doubt, of what they deliver to us as 2 geſpel 
Chriſt; but ought 1 receive it, the not with cu <4 
neration, yet with only little lefs regard, than u de 
the ſacred writings of theſe who were their maſters 
and inſtructors. 


4. YET farther, they were not th ſuch eminent 
men, and bred up under ſuch mighty advantages, and 
fo threughly i inſtructed in the knowledge of the goſpel, 
but they were alſo perſons of conſummate piety; a- 
dorned 20 all the 2 virtues, which they ſo 
affettionately Ae. to us. But eſpecially; they 
were zealous watchmen over their churches, careful 
to infiruft them in the true faith of Chriſt, and to 
Preſerve them from the contagion. of theſe 'berefies 
which even then began to corrupt it. Hence we read in 
Euſebius, with what a holy zeal Ignatius fin, and 
then his 2 ſciple S. Polycarp, ſet themſelves 
againſt thoſe who taught ther doctrines than twhat 
the Apoſtles had deli Re unto them: what wiſe di- 
rections they gave for the diſcovery 0 * teachers, 
and how earneſtly they exhorted all the churches, to 
keep firm to their reſpective Biſhops and Preſbyters, 
and to the apoſtelical doctrine derived from thew. 


5. To this general piety of their lives and care for 
the purity of religi on, we may add, their courage and 
conſtancy in the maintaining of it. And two of them, 
after having ſpent their lives in a care "bu adminiſtra- 
tion of the great charge io which they were called, 


were at laſt made perfect thro martyr dom, * 


* 


(WJ | 
underwent with 4 calmneſs and reſolution, wor- 


thy both the religion | they pr rofeſt, and the eminent 
characters they had obtain d in t : church... WH © 


6, Sven reaſon have we to look, on the writings of 
theſe holy men, as containing the pure, uncorrupted 
deetrine of Chriſt. But to —— higher. yet, They 
were not only thus qualified, by theſe — means. 
to deliver the goſpel to us, — were likewiſe endued 
with the extraordinary aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. 


* To be ſatisfied of this, we need only confider, 
1. That the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Gef, 
which the Scriptures themſelves tell us were conferr'd 
on other Believers as — as on the Apeſtles, —— 
ed fill in the church after their " —_ as is er- 
proſe teſtified by Juſtin Martyr. And that we may 

be aſſured he ſpoke nothing but —_ was undeniable, 
we find him urging it again Trypho the Jew, as 
an unanſwerable argument for the ; Chriſtians agai 4 
the Jews, from whom —_— alan bad been » long 


parted. 
8. Tus ſame S. Clement Sls, & in bis epiſtle 


to the Corinthians; where he reproves thoſe wha 
prided themſelves in them. And S. Ignatius, not. 


only ſuppoſes, ( in his , mil ta the church of 


Smyrna) that ſuch gifts might be in others, but in 
his letter to the Philadelphians ' plainly intimates, 
That be himſelf was endued with a large portion of 


9. 1 being ſo, we cannot daubt, 2dly, but 
that the Apoſtles were careful, to ſet thoſe over the 
ſeveral churches, wha were moſt eminent for . theſe 
gifts: and that GOD was alſo pleaſed to grant to. 
ſuch perſons a more than ordinary portion of his Spi- 
rit, for the better diſcharge of the eminent offices, 
to which 5 were called. 

10. Our 


9 ** "Je 


r 
10. Ons of the ons which the Apoſtles 
required, even in thoſe e- 


cons, we know tos, That they ſhould be Men full of 


the HoLy Gnosr. And accordingly it ts recorded 
of 8. Stephen, That be uus full of faith and power, 
and did ſigns and wonders among the people; nor 
cou d the Jews fland againſt the wiſdom and Spirit 
by which he fpake. How much more careful muſt 
they have been, not to admit any into the higbe au- 
thority, but who were yet more eminently endued 
hos w ſame gifts ! 


11. Tun plain inference rs, Wot only 1 they 
were not miſtaken in their interpretations of the 75 

ec e re 8 
they were aſſiſted by the Holy Ghoſt, as to be 
capable of mftaking. wently, we are to 
their writings, tho" not of equal aut with the 
Hely Scriptures (becauſe neither were the authors of 
them called in fo extraordinary a way to the writi 
them, . 
Spirit) yet as pers ) of a much greater 

ch have been made 


than any conporares 
| however men afterwards written with more 


art, and a greater 4 of human learning, than is 
to be ford not only in the following Piecer, but even. 


in the New Teſtament itfelf. 


12. InDEED the manner N they n 
tm, the true primitive ſimplicity which in 
all the parts of them, is no juſt objeftion to them, but 
rather a ſtrong recommendation to all conſidering men. 
They knew the excellency of their dbctrine, and the 
importance of the revelations which it made of the 

e flate: and therefore they contented themſelter 
fo declare theſe things in a plain and fimple manner; 
and yet wwith ſuch efficacy and tower, as furpaſt al! 
the aue in the world. | 


S. CLE-- 


" RNSESISDY 


* 
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S. CLEMENT's EPISTLE 


TO T HE 
Corinthians. 


— = A 
1 « 


I'S- no ſmall commendation which the Holy 
Ghoſt by S. Paul has left us of the writer 0 
this epiftle, Phil. iv. 3., where the Apoſtle not 
mentions him as his bourer in the work of 
the goſpel, but as one whoſe name was written in 
book of life. 


He was made biſhop of Rome by the expreſs FOO 
tion of one or both the Apoſtles, S. Peter and S. Paul: 
De occaſion wo writing this letter ſcems to have 
been, firft, diviſion of the church at Corinth, on 
account of their teachers, and ſecondly, Their miſ- 
takes concerning the reſurrection. S. Paul had not 
long before put a flop to the one, and ſet them right 
as to the other. But the evil beginning to break out 
afreſh, S. Clement in the epiftle before us, firſt, 
takes no notice of the $ot 1 5 new ſeditions, and 
exhorts them to ev ty, by many arguments 
FI. the certainty of he fg future reſurrection. 


— | Ir 


[2] 


IT is mot probably jude'd to have been written 
about ſeventy years after "Chriſt, ſhortly after the end 
of Nero's pb. þ and a little before the Fewiſh 
way broke out, which onded in deftruction of 
Jerufalem. 
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8. CLEMENT's ErrTLE 


CORINTHLANS. 


The church of Gop which ſojourneth at 
Rome, to the church of Gop which fe- 
bt Corinth, elf, — by 
the will of Gop, thro 
Lorp: grace and OS be multiplied 
e 
J eſus G 139 


* 


ns ben mw; 


$.1. Jy Y reafon of the ſudden dan 3 
B lamities which have en us, we 
may have ſeemed ſlow to conſider the 

things you required of us: and eſpecially that de- 


1 


* 1 


— 


5 1. — 26s iu Ati” Gnfibidnd theis l- 
ter, evhich-bad given an account of the now Jebifus in 
their church. The ſcandal occafion'd by it. 4 commen- 


dation of their preceeding behaviour. 
unbe- 
i 


4 S. CrementT's Epiſtle 


unbecoming the ele of Gop: which a few raſh 
and felf-will'd men, have inflamed to ſuch a height 
of madneſs, that their venerable! and renowned 
name, worthy to be loved of all, hath been greatly 
| blaſphemed. For who that hath only ſojourned 

among you, hath not praiſed the firmneſs of your 
faith, adorned with all virtues? who hath not ad- 
mired the wiſdom. and gentleneſs of your piety in 
Chriſt? who hath not publiſh'd abroad the exceed- 
ing greatneſs of your hoſpitality? and accounted 
you happy for your perfect, and certain knowledge 
of the goſpel. For ye did all things without re- 
ſpe& of perſons, and walked in the laws of God, 
being ſubject to them who had the rule over you, 
and giving the honour that were due to the preſby- 
ters among you. Ye commanded the young men 
to be of a modeſt and ſerious mind: the women 


' ye exhorted to do all things with gravity, and 


with an unblameable and pure conſcience; loving 
their huſbands; obeying them, and ordering their 
houſes, with all ſobriety and diſcretion. 


$. 2. Ye were all humble-minded, without arro- 
gance, deſiring rather to be ſubject than to govern: 
more ready to give than to receive; content with 
the portion r hath diſpens'd to you: and hark- 
ening dili to his word, ye were en in 
8 Loving his fuſferin ploy before 
your eyes. Thus a firm and bleſſed peace was gi- 
ven to you all; and an unſatiable deſire of doing 
good: and a full effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt was 
upon you all. Being full of a holy intention, ye 
did with great readineſs of mind, and with a pious 
confidence ſtretch forth your hands unto almighty 
Gop, beſeeching Him to be merciful unto you, 
if in any thing ye had unwillingly offended. Ye 


$. 2. 4 farther commendation of their preceding be- 


havwicur. 
ſtrove 


| 
. 
| 
| 
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ſtrove with Gon day and night for all the brethren, 
that thro his mercy the number of the elect might 
be ſaved. Ye were ſincere, and without guile, - 
toward each other; ye were not mindful of inju- 
ries: all ſedition and all ſchiſm was an abomination 
to you. Ye bewail'd every one his neighbour's 
fins. Ye eſteem'd their defects your own. Ye 
were kind to one another without Erudging, and 
ready to every good work. Being adorn'd with 
an altogether virtuous and holy converſation, ye 
did all things in the fear of Gop: and the com- 
mandments of the Lord were written on the ta- 
bles of your heart. | 


$. 3- Bur when all honour and enlargement 
were given unto you, then was fulfilled that which 


is written, My beloved did eat and drink, he was en- 


larged, and waxed fat, and kicked. From hence 
wy and ſtrife ſedition, perſecution and tu- 
mult and war and captivity. Hence the vile roſe 
up againſt the honourable, the fooliſh againſt the 
wiſe, the young men againſt the elders. There- 
fore righteouſneſs and peace are now far from you, 
while many leave the fear of Gop, are dim-ſight- 
ed in the faith, and no longer walk in the com- 
mandments of GoD, neither have their converſa- 
tion as becometh the goſpel of Chrift: but walk 


after their own Defires, full of unjuſt and wicked 


envy, by which death entered into the world. 


S. 4. For thus it is written, And in proceſs 


time it came to paſs, that Cain brought of the fruit 
of the ground, an offering unto the Lokd. And 
Abel he alſo brought ef the fir/tlings of his flock and 


. 3. The cauſe and conſequences of their preſent 


ſchiſm. 


J. 4. 5» 6. Examples of the ill ici of envy. | 
Yeh .- C of 


— ag 


 Dathan and Abiran quick into Hell, becauſe they 


6 S. CLEMENT's Epiſtle 


7 fat at thereef. And the Lok D had reſpect unty 
bel and to his offering; but unto Cain and unte 
his offering be had not reſpect. And Cain was very 


_ wreth, and his 5; gg el. And Cain talked 


with Abel bis brether ; it came to paſs, when 
they were in the field, that Cain 7% up againſt Abel 
his brother. and flew him. Ye ſee, Brethren, envy 
wrought the death of a brother. For this our fa- 
ther Jacab fled from the face of his brother Eſau: 
this caus'd Zoſeph to be perſecuted to the dea 

and come into bondage. For envy Aaron a 
Miriam were {hut out of the camp. Envy ſ 


were ſeditious againſt 17/es the ſervant of Gop. 
For. this David underwent not only the hate of 
firangers but was perſecuted by Saul, the king of 
45 ages 


$. 5. Bur to ceaſe from antient examples, let us 
come to thoſe combatants who have been neareſt 
to us; let us take the examples of our own age, 
Thro' envy the faithful and SN righteous pillars 
of the church, have been perſecuted even to the 
moſt grievous deaths. Let us ſet before our eyes 


the holy apoſtles, Peter by unjuſt envy underwent 


the many ſufferings; till at laſt, being martyr'd, 
he went to the place of glory that was due to him, 
Thro' envy did Paul receive the reward of his pa- 


tience, having been ſeven times in bonds, having 


been ſcourged, ſtoned; having preached both in 
the eaſt and in the welt; having taught the whole 
world righteouſneſs, and travell'd to the utmoſſ 
bounds of the weſt, and borne teſtimony before 
rulers, he left the world and went unto . holy 
place; leaving behind him a glorious report of 
his Faith, and a moſt eminent pattern of patience 


8 6. To theſe holy men hath been joined a 


| great number of others, who er thro' envy 
dured 
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endured many torments, have left us a glorious 
example. Even women perſecuted. thro? envy 
. ſuffered grievous tortures, have finiſhed the 
courſe of their faith, and weak as they were it 
body, have attain'd a great reward. | 


C 7. Theſe things, Brethren, we write unto 
you, not only for your inſtruction, but alfo for 
our own remembrance. For we are in the fame 
lifts, and engag'd in the fame combat, Let us lay 
afide all vain and uſeleſs cares, and let us come 
to the glorious and venerable rule of our holy 
ting. us conſider what is good and acce 
able and well-pleaſing in the ſight of Him 
made us. Let us fix our eye on the blood of 
Chrift, and fee how precious it is before Gop, 
—_— Br ſhed for our falvation, brought the 
of repentance to all the world. Let us look 
3 and learn that our Loxy 
en ace for repentance, to all who 
— 6d im. Noah preached repentance, 
and they who hearken'd to him were ſaved. 
nah denounced & rm pom b the * 
they repen ns appeaſed Gon b 
tir pr 5 3 received ſalvation, altho* they 
pad to the covenant of G. 
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48. All the miniſters of the pe of "Goth 
have by the Holy Spirit fpoken of emma, 
And even the Loxp of all, hath fpoken con- 
cerning it with an oath, As I live, faith the Lox p, 

I d:fire not the death of a finner, bat ter be foul 
repemt: adding this fentence, Tarn” ye 
your ff Ins, 2 - will ye mw O n 22 I 


3 


— 


1e 


F. 7. An exhortation to repentance. he# a 
4.8. 85 has to the penitent. | CO TY 
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" $n 


2 —QũRüD— T7 IS no —— Bro — n a 
a. 4 AS Th EI * - 4 ths 4 ö 22 * 12 . ys Fe 
. 
P . 
4 * * 
* 


8 


S. CLEMENT's Epi/ite 


ud þ 8 let us obey his excellent 
glorious will, and imploring his com n 
and oodneſs, fall down before Him, and turn 
ves to his mercy. Laying aſide all \ vain la- 
— and contention and envy which leadeth unto 
death. Let us fix our eyes on thoſe who have 
perfectly miniſter'd to his excellent glory. Look 
on Enoch, who being found upright and obedient, 
was tranſlated and his death was not found. Noah 
— found faithful, by his miniſtry preached re- 
eration to the world: and the Lorp faved by 
all the creatures that enter'd with one accord 


into the ark. 


. ABRAHAM, named the friend of 
7 — was found faithful, in obeying the words 
of Gop. By obedience he went out of his own 
landꝭ and from his kindred and his father's houſe; 
that forſaking a narrow land, and a weak kindred 
_ 75 {mall ouſe, he might inherit the promiſes 
of Gop. 


& 11. By faith was Let ſaved out of Sodom, 
when all the country round was deſtroyed by fire 
and brimſtone: _— ſhewing, that He will 
not forſake them that truſt in Him, but that He 
will bring the diſobedient- to puniſhment. For 
his wife 8 who went out with him, being not of 
the ſame mind, was ſet for a ſign; and is a pillar 
of ſalt unto this day: that all may know, that the 
double-minded, and they who diſtruſt the 
of Gop, become a lee Sha and a * to 


— 


5. 5 10, 11, 12. Encouragement to turn to Go 


from ſcripture examples. 
$ 12. By 
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8. 12. By faith and hoſpitality was Rahab ſaved. 
For when the ſpics were ſent by Joſhua the ſon of 
Nun to ſearch out Jericho, ſhe would not diſcover 
them unto the meflengers of the king. Then ſhe 
faid to them, I know that the LoRD your God, hath 


given this city into your hands. When therefore ye 
| ſhall have taken it, ye ſhall ſave me and 
houſe. And they 


father's 


gave her a ſign, that ſhe ſhould 
hang out of her houſe a ſcarlet thread: a Pe of 
the blood of our Lox D, whereby ſhould re- 
demption to all who believe and truſt in Gop. 


$. 13. LET us therefore humble ourſelves, Bre- 
thren, laying aſide all arrogance, and pride and 
fooliſhneſs and anger. Let us remember the. words 
of our LoRD Jeſus, Be ye 2 and ye hall a. 
tain mercy; forgive and ye ſha forgiven. By 
this command and. theſe rules, let us eſtabliſh our- 
ſelves, that ſo we may always walk obediently to. 
his holy words. —— 


$. 14, 15. IT is therefore juſt and righteous,, 
Men and Brethren, that we obey Gop, and not 
the authors of ſedition and. diſcord; conſidering: 
the danger of. giving ourſelves up to turbulent men,, 
eſtranged from that which is good. But let us be 
kind to one another, according to the compaſhon 
and ſweetneſs of Him that made us. And let us. 
hold faſt to thoſe who follow peace in ſincerity, 
not with thoſe who bleſs with. their Mouth, but: 
curſe with their Heart.. | | 


F. 16, 17, 18. Cnxlsr is theirs who are hum-- 
ble, not who exalt themſelves over his lock. The 


Pe — 


F. 13. 4s exdirtation to humility and gentiene/+.. 
9. 14, 15. To love,. unity and peace.. 
9.16, 17, 18. To humility. 


N 
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ſcepter of the majeſty of Gop, our LoD Feſus 
Chrift, came not m the pomp of pride and arro- 
gance, but in lowlinefs and humility. He was as 
a worm and no man, a reproach of men and deſpiſed 
118 Ye fee, Beloved, what a pattern is 

before us: and if our Loxp thus humbled 
himſelf, what ſhould we do? 


F. 19. Ix humility then let us return to the 
mark of peace which was given to us from the 
1 Let us ſtedfaſtly behold the father and 

Sf tir da, and hold faſt his glorious 
hay ye exceeding great gifts and benefits. Let us 
fee Him with our underſtanding, and with the 
eyes of our ſoul behold his long-ſuffering will; 
let us conſider, how gentle — peteent He is, to- 
ward his whole creation. 


$ 20. Tur W continue unſhaken by his 
appointment, and are fubje&t to Him in peace. 
Day and night fulfil their allotted courſe, and 
hinder not each other. The ſun and moon and 
all the quires of ftars, run the race He hath com- 
manded in concord. The fruitful earth yields her 
food plentifully in its ſeaſon, to all the animals 
that are thereon, according to his will, not diſ- 
puting or altering any thing of what Heath order d. 
The-floods of the great deep, gathered together by 
Him, paſs not the — which He hath appoint 
ed for them. The impaſſable ocean and the ban 
beyond, are govern'd by the ſame Lox D. Spri 
and ſummer, autumn and winter, give place to eac 
other in peace. The winds in their courſes fulfil 
ie —_— each in his appointed ſeaſon. The 


F. 19. . Gentlenef inforced by the example of Gow. 
. 20 Motives to unity from the works of the crea- 


tion. 
eternal 


> 
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eternal ſprings never fail to reach out their breafts,, 
for the health and delight of man. The very ſmal- 
leſt of creatures, join together in unity and mu- 
tual peace. All theſe hath the great creator and 
Lory of all, commanded to abide in peace and 
concord; ho doth good to all, but more abun-- 
dantly to us, who have fled to his mercies, thro” 
our Loves Feſus Chrift: to whom be glory and 
majeſty for ever and ever. 4 * 


$ 21. Tax heed, my Beloved, that his many 
be not to us to condemnation, if we 


walk not worthy of Him, — with one con- 
ſent the things are an , N in 

how near is, and 
- 1s hid 


his fight. Let us conſider, 
that nothing of our words or thoughts 

from Him. Let us not therefore leave the rank 
aſſign'd us by his will. Let us offend fooliſh and 
unreaſonable men, lifted up and glorying in the 
arrogance of their own wiſdom, rather than Gop. 
Let us reverence our LokD Jojo Chris whoſe 
blood was given for ns. Let us r thoſe that 
are over us in the LoxD; let us reſpect our el- 
ders: let us train up our young men in the fear 
of the Lord. Our women let us guide into 
that which is good. Let them ſhew forth a purity, 
worthy of all love; let them be patterns of fin- 
cerity and meeknefs : the government of their 
tongues let them manifeſt by their filence. Let 
them ſhew their love, not with reſpect of perſons, 
but alike toward all thoſe, who fear Go in ho- 
lineſs. Let their children partake of the diſci- 
pline of Chriſt. Let them learn, how great power 
humility has with Gop; how much holy love 
avails with Him: how the fear of Him is goodand. 
great, and ſaveth all thoſe, who with a pure mind 


L 21, 22, 23. 4n exhortation to various duties. 
| turn 
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turn to Him in holineſs. For He is a ſearcher of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. His breath 
is in us: and when He will, He taketh it away. 


$. 24. LET us conſider, Beloved, how the Loxn 
continually ſheweth us the reſurrection which is to 
come; of which He hath made our Lox D Feſus 
Chrift the fruits, raiſing Him from the dead. 
Behold the types thereof in every ſeaſon: the night 

| lieth down, the day ariſeth: again, the day goeth 
and. the night cometh on. Let us behold the fruits 
of the earth: how the ſeed is ſown. The ſower 
went forth and caſt it into the ground. It fell 
naked and : it was afterwards difloly'd: then 
from that diſſolution, the great power of Gop 
raiſeth it up again, and it increaſeth and bringeth 
forth fruit. 4 | : 


27. Is this hope therefore, let our ſouls cleave 
to Him, who is faithful in his promiſes and righ- 
teous in his judgments. He hath commanded us 
not to lie. uch leſs will He lie Himſelf, For 
nothing is impoſſible to Gop, but to lie, Let us 
then ſtir up our faith, and conſider, that all things 
are nigh unto Him. By the word of his majeſty 
He made all things: and by a word He is able to 
deſtroy them. bo ſhall jay unto Him, what det 
Thou? or who ſhall reſiſt the power of his ſtrength ? 
when He pleaſeth and as He pleaſeth, He doth all 
things; and of all He hath determin'd nothing 
paſſeth away. All things are continually in his 
fight; nor hath any thing been hid from Him. 


I 


$. 24, 25. Proofs of the reſurrection drawn from 
nature. | 

F. 26. Drawn from ſcripture. 
{+ 27. Aud from the power of Gob.. 


C 28. SEEING 


r 
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$. 28. SEEING then He ſeeth and heareth all 
things, let us fear Him and lay aſide our unholy 
deſires, that his mercy may cover us from the 
wrath to come. For whither can any of us flee. 
from his mighty hand? what world will receive 
thoſe that flee from Him? If we aſcend into heaven, 
He is there: if we go down to hell, He is there alſo. 
Whither a man go, or where ſhall he run, 
from Him who containeth all things?  - 


$. 30. WHEREFORE let us do all the things 
that pertain to holineſs, fleeing all evil ſpeakin 
all unholy embraces, drunkenneſs, youthful luſt 
and abominable deſires. Let us join ourſelves - 
cloſely to thoſe, to whom Gop hath given his 
grace: and let us put on concord, lowlineſs, tem- 
perance, keeping ourſelves far from all whiſpering + 
and evil-ſpeaking. Let us give praiſe to Gop, 
not to ourſelves; for ſelf-praiſers Gop hateth.. 
Let the teſtimony of our good actions be given by 
others, as it was given to our holy fathers. Con- 
dence, and arrogance and boldneſs are with. the 
accurſed of GoD: but mildneſs and lowlineſs with 
thoſe who are bleſſed of Him. | 


7 32: ALL the holy men of old were glorified 

and magnified, not for their own ſakes, or for 
the ſake of their own works, or for the righteouſ- 
neſs which they themſelves had wrought, but thro' 


—_— 


n 


F. 28. An exhortation to purity, grounded on the 
preſence of Go. | 

. 29. Inforced by his mercy, to his ſervants, 

F. 36. Cautions againſt detration and ſeveral other 
VICES. x | a 
. 31. Inforced by examples. + 


J. 32. We are juſtified faith. 


his 
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durſelves, neither by our own wiſdom, — 


| Even the Creator and Loxp of alt rejoiceth in his 


created the fea, with all the creatures that are 
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his will. And we in like manner, bein 
thro” his will in Chri/t Jeſus, are not juſti 


ledge or godlineſs, or by the works which we have 
wrought in holineſs of heart, but faith; by 
which the almighty Gop hath j all men 


8 to whom be ge for ever 


and ever 


9.1 827 War ſhall we do then, Brethren ? 
we let go our love, and grow ſlothful in do- 
ing good? Go forbid ! but let us make haſte with 


and diligence, to fulſil every good work. 


works. By his fovereign power hath He ftabliſhe 
the heavens, and adorned them by his incompre- 


henſible wifdom: He divided the earth from the 


furrounding water, and fixt it as an unſhaken tow- 
er, on the foundation of his will. The living 
creatures thereof He ſpake into being: and having 


therein, he ſhut them up there by his power. A- 
bove all, with his holy hands He formed man, the 
moſt excellent, and as to his underſtanding, the 
greateſt of all the creatures; the character of his 
own image. Having therefore ſuch an example, 
let us vigorouſly fulfil his will, and with all Qur 


ftrength Work works of righteouſneſs. 


8. 34. Fur good workman with confidence re- 
ceives the bread of his labour: but the ſlothful 
and remiſs cannot bear to meet the eye of his ma- 
ſter. Let us therefore be ready and forward in 
well-doing; for He of whom are all things, hath 


told us before: Beh | the LorD, and his reward 


—— ili. 
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F. 33, 34. An exhortation to di Wet in good works, 
after the example Gob, and his angels. 
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is before his face, to render unto every man acrerdiug 
to his work. Therefore He exhorteth us, to ſet 


upon every good work, not or 
gently, but with all our heart. And let our go 
rying and our confidence be in Him. Let us ſub- 
mit ourſelves to his will. Let us conſider the 
whole multitude of his angels, how ready they 
ſtand to miniſter unto his will. For the ſcripture 
faith, Thouſands of thouſands mini/fter unto Him, 
and ten thouſand times ten thouſand before 
Him, and cry holy, holy, holy is the LORD of fa. 
ba«th; the whole earth is full of bis glory. Let us 
alſo, being gathered together in love, as with: one 
mouth fervently cry unto Him, that we may be 
partakers of his great and glorious promiſes, ſuch 
as Eye hath not ſeen nor ear heard. 


$. 35. How bleſſed and wonderful, Beloved, 
are the gifts of Gop? life and immortality; righ- 
necks and glory! truth and boldneſs of ſpeech, 
faith and confidence, temperance and holineſs! 
And all theſe things fall under our underſtanding, 
What then are thoſe which are prepared for them 
that wait for Him? The Creator, the Father of 
ages, the all-holy, He knoweth the greatneſs and 


excellence of them. Let us therefore agonize to 


be found, in the number of them that wait for 
Him, that we may partake thereof. And this 
ſhall we do, if our underſtanding be 'ſtabliſht by 
faith in Gop; if we ſeek the things which are 
pleaſing and acceptable unto Him; it we do what- 
ever is agreeable to his perfect will, and follow 
the way of truth. | | 


. 36. THr1s is the way, Beloved, wherein we 
find our Saviour, Jeſus Chrift, the high-prieſt of 


4 35. The chriſtian rewards, and the way to obtain 
em. | 


9. 36. The "Ueffngs thro Chriſt. 
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our offerings, the defender and helper of our 
weakneſs. Him we can fix our eye upon 
the height of heaven: thro' Him we behold as in 
2 glaſs the glorious face of the Moſt High. Thro' 
Him have the eyes of our Hearts been opened. 
Thro' Him our fooliſh and darken'd underſtand- 
ing again rejoiceth in his* marvellous light. It 
has pleaſed Gop that thro' Him we ſhould taſte 
the knowledge of n who is the bright- 
neſs of his glory, the expreſs image of his perſon : un- 
he fre He hath ad. 2 T hou 2 e 
wntil I make thine enemies thy footſtlool. But who 
are his enemies? even thoſe who oppoſe their own 
will to the will of Gop. 


8 37» 38. Lr us therefore, my brethren, with 
- all earneſtneſs, fight the good fight of faith. Let 

us obſerve thoſe who fight under earthly leaders: 

with what order and * and exact obedience 
they perform what is commanded them. All are 
not generals, nor commanders of thouſands: but 
every one in his own rank does that which is com- 
manded him. And thus do all the members con- 
ſpire her, for the preſervation of the whole 
body. therefore our whole body be ſaved in 
Teſs Chrift: and let every man be ſubject to his 
neighbour, according to the gift he has received. 
Let not the ſtrong deſpiſe the weak; and let the 
weak ſee that he reverence the ftrong. Let the 
rich man diſpenſe to the neceſſities of the poor; 
and let the poor man bleſs Gop, that He hath gi- 
yen one unto him, by whom what is wanting to 
him may be ſupplied. Let the wiſe ſhew his wiſ⸗ 
dom, not in words, but in good works. Let the 


„„ 


F. 37, 38. An exhortation to obedience to GoD, and 


to various duties. 


9. 39. The fally and end of wicked men. 
| * hum- 
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humble not bear witneſs to himſelf, but leave it 
to another to bear witneſs of him. Let not the 
chaſte glory in himſelf, knowing that it is ano- 


in 
other who giveth him that gift. Let us all conſider, 
ed, whereof we are made, and how we came into the 


ad- world, as it were out of a ſepulchre, and out of 

It WY darkneſs. He who made us and formed us, brought 
[ſte us into his own world, having prepared his bene- 
ht- fits for us, before we were born. Having there- 
in- fore all theſe things from Him, we ought in all to 
nd, give thanks unto Him. To whom be glory for ever 
tho and ever. Amen ; ' 


$.40. We ought alſo, looking into the depths 
of the divine knowledge, to do all things in order, 
whatſoever the Lok D hath commanded to be done. 
We ought to make our oblations and to perform 
our holy offices at their appointed Seaſons. For 
theſe He hath commanded to be done, not irre- 


ce 

Ire Funn or by chance, but at determinate times and 
ut ours; as He hath likewiſe ordained: by his ſu- 
n- preme will, where, and by what perſons they ſhall 


be performed: that fo all things vom done accord- 
ing to his pleaſure, may be acceptable in his fight. 
Blefſed therefore are they ho make their offerings 
at the appointed ſeaſons; for following the com- 
mands of their LorD, they ſin not. The fame 


care ought to be had, with regard to the perſons 
he who miniſter in holy things. For to the chief 
r; prieſt are his peculiar offices given: and to the 


prieſts is their proper place appointed: and to the 
Levites pertain their own miniſtries. And the lay- 
man is bound by what is commanded to laymen. 


$. 41. Lew every one of you therefore, Brethren, 
blels Gop in his proper ſtation; preſerving a con- 


7 — — 


9. 40. Directions concerning the time and perſons ſet 
apart for holy offices: enforced \. 41. From the exact or- 
der obſerved in the Jewiſh ſacrifices: 

Vol, I. D 


ſcience 


V 
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ſcience void of offence in all holineſs, not tranſ- 
ng the appointed rule of his ſervice. "The WW 
ewiſh ſacrifices are offered only at the appointed 
place, and by the appointed miniſters. And they 
ho do any thing, otherwiſe than is ordained by his 
will, are punifh'd with death. And you know, 
that by how much the more knowledge we have 
received, by ſo much the greater is our danger. 
S. 42. Tux apoſtles preached to us from our 
Loxp Feſus Chriſt : 22 Chriſt from Go. 
Therefore Chri/t was ſent by Gop, and the apo- 
ſtles by Chriſt: all this was accordingly done in 
order, agreeably to the will of Gop. 15 there- 
fore having received a command, and being 
CORY aſſured by the reſurrection of our Loxp, 
and confirmed by the word of Gop, went forth 
with the full aſſurance of the Holy Spirit, preach- 
ing the kingdom of Gop. And thus preachin 
through all cities and countries, they conſtitut 
the firſt-fruits of them, having provided them by 
the ſpirit, biſhops and miniſters over ſuch as ſhould 
afterwards believe. 


$. 44- THE apoſtles knew by the LoxD 7% 
Chris, that there would be contention about the 
name of biſboprict. And having received perfect 
knowledge of this before, they not only conſti- 
tuted thoſe we have named, but farther gave di- 
rection that when they ſhould die, other approv'd 
men ſhould ſucceed in their miniſtry. Thoſe 
therefore ought not to be caſt out of their mini- 
ſtry, who have been conſtituted by the apoſtles; 


F. 42, 43. From the orders of clergy appointed by the 
afofiles: the care of Moſes concerning the priefibeod, and 
. 44- That of the apoſiles concerning the regular ſucteſ- 
fien of miniſters, | | N 


or 


%- 
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or afterwards by other excellent men, with the 
conſent of the whole church; and who have mi- 
niſter'd unblameably to the flock of Chrift, with 
all lowlineſs, in peace and ſobriety. For it is not 
a ſmall crime, to throw thoſe out of their biſhop- 
rick, who have behaved honeſtly and unblameably 
therein. 


5. Ve are contentious, brethren, and zea- 
1 about things which do not pertain to ſalvation. 
Look into the ſcriptures, the true words of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Ye know, nothing falſe or feign'd 
is written therein, And there ye find not the juſt 
rejected by holy men. The righteous were per- 
ſecuted: but b cares wr ol They were im- 
priſoned; but it was oly men; they were 
rac,” they were el bas but it was by tranſgreſ- 
fors, by men corrupt and abominable, and inflam- 

4 ghteous zeal: men ſo full of 

* of all wickedneſs, as to torment thoſe, who 
worſhipped Gop with a holy and unblameable 
mind: not knowing, that the Moſt High fighteth 
for and defendeth, all who ſerve Him with a pure 
22 To whom de glory for ever and ever. 


8. 49. He that hath the love that is in Clriſt, let 
him keep the commandments of Chri/f. Who can 
declare the bond of the love of GoD? who is ſuf- 
hcient worthily to expreſs, the magnificence of its 
beauty? The ent to which love exalts us, can- 


not be ſpoken ove unites us to Gop. Love co- 
vereth a a multitude of ſins. Love is long-ſufferings 


— — 


9.45. That none but wicked men perſecute the good. © 
F. 46. An exhortation to unity. 
9.47. FN peeuliar guilt of their ſchiſm. 
F. 48. An exhortation to repentance. 
9. 49» 50. -The power 1 divine love. 
2 
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yea, beareth all things. There is eg 
in love, there is nothing haughty- Love has no 
ſchiſm, is not ſeditious. Love does all things in 
unity. Prove were all the elect of Gop made 
perfect, ithout love nothing is acceptable to 
Gop. Thro' love hath Fe/us Chri/t our Lorp 
received us: thro' his love to us hath He given 
his blood for us, his fleſh for our fleſh by the will 
of Gop, and his foul for our ſouls. þ 


8. 50. Ye ſee, beloved, how great and wonder- 
ful a thing love is, and that no words can declare 
its perfection. Who then is ſufficient to be found 
therein? who but they whom Gop vouchſafes to 
teach it. Let us therefore beſeech Him that we 
may be worthy thereof, that we may live in love, 
unblameable, without reſpect of perſons. All the 
generations from Adam unto this day are paſt a- 
way: but thoſe who were made perfect in love, 
are in the region of the juſt, and ſhall appear in 

ry, at the viſitation of the kingdom of Chriff. 

ppy then are we, beloved, if we fulfil the com- 
mandments of Gop in the unity of love, that ſo, 
thro” love our ſins may be forgiven us. For bleſſed 
are they whoſe iniguities are forgiven, and whoſe fins 
are covered. And this bleſſing: cometh on thoſe 
who are elected by Gop, thro' Jeſus Chrift our 
Los. To- whom be glory. for ever and ever. 


F. 51. Lu r us therefore, as many as have tranſ- 
eſt, pray for pardon: eſpecially thoſe who were 
authors of the ſedition and ſchiſm among 
you. It is better for a man to confeſs his ſins, 


—_— hy * * r 


— — 


F. 51, 52, 53, 54, 55. An exhortation to repentance 
and unity, enforced from the love of Moſes to his bre- 


thren, and from other examples. 
0 a than 
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than to harden his heart. Pharach and his hoſt, 
and all the princes of Egypt, together with all their 
chariots and horſemen, were ſwallowed up and 3-1 
riſhed in the red ſea, for no other cauſe than this, 
becauſe they harden'd their hearts, after fo 

ſigns wrought in the land of Egypt, by Moſes the 
ſervant of GoD. Beloved, Gop wanteth nothing; 
neither doth He deſire any thing of any man, but 
that he ſhould confeſs his fins unto Him. | 


95 Vr know, beloved, ye fully know the 
Holy Scri Ye have throughly ſearched the 
oracles of GoD. Conſider then the love which Aa- 
ſes bare to his brethren. When the Lox p had ſaid 
unto him, I have ſeen this people, and behold it is 2 
fliffenect d people. Now therefore let me alone, that 
I may deſtroy them, and blot out their name 
under heaven: He ſaid, Not ſo, Lorp, forgive now 
this their Or if Thou wilt not, blot me 
ao out of the book of the living. O excellent love? 
inſu perfection] the ſervant 
freely to his Lok, and beſeecheth Him, to for- 
give the people, or to blot out him with them 


54. Wro then is generous, who is com- 
who is full of love among you? Let him 
fay, „ If ſedition ariſe thro —— or 
ſthiſms, I go whereſoever' ye pleaſe, I do whatſo- 
ever me. Only let the flock of 
Chriſ be again in peace, with the elders who have 
deen ſet over it.” Theſe things whoſe” con- 
verſation is right towards Gop, have done and 
will ever do. Nay, even of the heathens, many 
have given up themſelves unto death, that they 
might fave their country from deſtruction. And 
we know how many among ourſelves, have given 
* up themſelves unto bonds, that they might redeem 
their neighbour from them: and how many have 
an „ D. ; 5 ſold- 
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ſold themſelves unto ſlavery, that with the price of 
themſelves they might their brethren. 


I. 56. Lr us pray for ſuch as are in fin, that 
they may receive the meekneſs and humility, to 
ſubmit, not unto us, but unto the will of Gop. 
For fo ſhall there be unto them a fruitful and mer- 
ciful remembrance before Gop and his holy ones. 
And let us receive correction, at which no one 
_ to be difpleas'd: for the reproof and the cor- 


good and highly profitable, ſeeing it unites us to 
the will of Gop. | 


S8. 57. Ys therefore who laid the foundation of 
this ſchiſm, ſubmit to your elders, and learn repen- 
tance. Bend ye the knees of your heart and learn 
to be in ſubjection, Aying aſide your proud and 

t ing. a e 
de {mall in the flock of Chriſt, than that ye 
highly exalted, and be caſt out of his fold. 


$ 58. The all- ſeeing Gop, the Father of ſpi- 
rits, and LoRD of all fleſh, who hath choſen our 
Lokp Feſus Chriſt, and us by Him to be a pecu- 
har people: grant to every foul that calleth on his 
glorious and holy name, faith, fear, peace, pa- 
tience, long-ſuffering, temperance, holineſs and 
wiſdom, unto all well-pleaſing in his ſight, thro' 
our high prieſt and protector Jeſus 2 z by 
whom be glory and majeſty, power and honour 
unto Him, both now and for evermore. Amen! 


$. 59. The meſſ whom we have ſent 
unto you, Claudius, Ephebus, Valerius Bito and 


» 


1 


— . 


$. 56. The benefit of brot herly correction. 
$. 57. An application to the authors of the ſehiſm. 
I: 58. 59. The bleſſing and concluſion. 


Furtu- 


ion which we exerciſe toward one another, is 


To the CORINTHIANS, a8 


Fortunatus, ſend back ſpeedily unto us in peace 
and joy, that they may the ſooner inform us of 
your peace and unity, which we pray and long 
for; and that we alſo may the ſooner rejoice in 
your proſperity. The grace of our Lox D Jef 
Chrift be with you, and with all every where who 
are call'd of Gop thro* Him: To whom be honour 
and glory and might and majeſty and eternal do- 
minion, from everlaſti 2 Amen ! 


. 
* 


© *&# *I 
. 


080SS0ISS29020:SSSS 92 S2502 | 


S. Porr 


S. PoLycare's EPISTLE 


TO THE 
Philippians. 


FESSISSIF43$34 4245464403030 4344544 $4: 


HE character of S. Polycarp, the angel or 
biſhop of the church in Smyrna, ſufficiently ap- 
pears from the words of our LoRD, in the Revela- 
tion, Ii. 9. &c. I know thy works and tribulation, 
and poverty; but thou art rich — fear none of 
theſe things which thou ſhalt ſuffer---- be thou 
faithful unto death,, and I will give thee a crown 
of life. 


He writ this letter to the Philippians, as appears 

om ſeveral paſſages of the letter itſelf, about or a 
hk — e of A A S. Ignatius: 
that is, at the end of the year 116, or in the begin- 
nang of 117 : when be not as yet heard the 
particular circumſtances of the ſufferings of that glo- 
rious martyr.. | 


IT tis here placed before the epi/tles of S. Ignatius, 
altho” it was =r — 0 3 1250 Fir a fit 
Introduction to them, and becauſe it was probably ſo 
laced by Polycarp himſelf. For thus he ſpeaks to the 
ilippians, © The Epi/tles of Ignatius we have ſent 
unto you,---which are ſuljoin d to this epiſtle. 


8. POLY- 


151 
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8. POLYCARP's Errsrue 


PHILIPPIANS. 


PoLYCARP, and which are 
with him, te car ch of Go which 
1 ourneth at ppi, mercy and peace 
ir Gov. almighty and the LorD 
Saviour, ” multt= 


Jeſus Chriſt, our 
| lied. 


1 


RRIOTIED with you grea greatly | in our LoRD 
Teſus Chrift, _ 2 thoſe who 
are 4 For „ and as 


it behoved you, — i thoſe da that were int 
bonds becoming faints, which are the crowns of 
thoſe who are truly elected by Gop and our 
Lox : as alſo that the firm root of your faith re- 
1 maineth unto this day, and bringeth forth fruit' 
* our Loxp Jeſus wn who ſuffer'd for our” 


6 _ 


— 


I. 1. —— ee ee 1s 1h 
that be, fr Cini oe 
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fins even unto death: whom God hath rais'd up, 
looſing the bands of hell; whom having not ſeen ye 
eue; in whom believing, ye rejoice with joy unſpeak- 
able and full of glory; into which many deſire to 
enter, knowing that by grace ye are ſaved: not by 
works, but by the will of Gop, thro' Feſus Chrift. 


$. 2. WHEREFORE girding up. your loins, ſerve 
the Lord in fear and truth. Leave vain conver- 
ſation, and the error of the many; believing in 
Him who raiſed up our LoRD Feſus Chri/t from 
the dead, and gave Him glory and a throne at his 
right hand : to whom all things in heaven and in 
earth are made ſubject ; whom all that hath breath 
ſhall worſhip, who cometh to judge the quick and 
the dead, whoſe blood Gop ſhall require of them 
that obey Him not. And He who raiſed up Chriſt 
from the dead, will raiſe up us alſo, if we do his 
will, and walk in his_ commandments, and love 


the things which he lov'd : renouncing all unrigh- 
. inordinate affection, 


ng: not rendring evil for evil 


ye ſhall obtain mercy. 


F. 3. Tusk things, my brethren, I write not 
unto you of myſelf, concerning righteouſneſs ; but 
becauſe ye exhorted me thereto. For neither can- 
I, nor any other ſuch as I am, come up to the 
wiſdom of the bleſſed and glorious Paul, who be- 
ing preſent with you, taught you the word of truth 
perfectly, and being abſent, wrote letters unto you; 
y which ye may be edified, in the faith that is 


J. 2. He exhobteth them to continue therein. * 
F. 3. He adviſes them to remember the dactrine taught 
them by S. Paul. ; 


given 


To the PII II ANS. 
iven you, which is the mother of us all: 


27 
which 


e is follow'd by hope and led by love both of Gop 
4— al Chrift and our neighbour. For if a man be in 
to theſe, he hath fulfilled the law of righteouſneſs: 
* for be who hath love is far from all fin. 
9. 4- Bur love of money is the root of all evil. 
Ve Bl Knowing therefore that we brought nothing into the 
4 world, neither can carry any thing out, let us arm 
* ourſelves with the armour of righteouſneſs. Let 
m us teach ourſelves firſt, to walk in the law of the 
* Lokp, and then our wives, to walk in che faith 
= which is given them, in love and purity, (lovi 
h I their huſbands in all truth, and all others alike w 
d all temperance) and to brin p their children in 
* the diſcipline and fear of the — The widows 
ft teach, to be ſober in the faith, continually inter- 
; ceeding for all men, far from all flander, lyin 
1 evil-ſpeaking, covetouſneſs, and from all evil: 
* knowing that they are the altars of Gop, and that 
, He < all things, that nothing is hid from 
| Him; nothing of the reaſonings, or of the — 
, or of the ſecrets of their hearts. 
4 


$. 5. KnowinG therefore that Gop is not 


mock'd, we ought to walk worthy of his com- 
mandment and his glory. Let the deacons be 
| blameleſs in his ſight, as the miniſters of Gop in 
| Chrift and not of men: not evil-ſpeakers, not dou- 
ble-tongu'd, not lovers of money; but compaſſio- 
nate, careful, diligent, temperate in all things; 
walking according to the truth of the LoxD, who 
was the ſervant of all: whomAf we pleaſe in this 


preſent world, we ſhall receive the good 


things 


which are to come ; as He hath promis d to raiſe 


* 
% 


1 4. The duties of bu Band, WIVES, Widows : 
5. Of deacons, and young men: 
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Let the young men be 
be dong 
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us from the dead, and that if we believe, and walk 


worthy of Him, we ſhall n together with Him. 

« 4 — in all things; 
taking care of their purity, and reſtrain- 
ing themſelves from all evil: for it is good, to be 
cut off from tlie deſires which are in the world, 


F- 6. LeT the prieſts be merciful and compaſſi- 
onate to all, bringing back ſuch as are gone aſtray, 
viſiting all that are weak, not neglecting the wi- 
dows, the fatherleſs and the poor: let them al- 
ways be provident to do good, in the ſight of Gop 


and men: abſtaining from all anger, covetouſneſs, 


reſpect of perſons, unjuſt judgment: not ſoon be- 
lieving any thing againſt any: not ſevere in judg- 
ing; knowing that we are all debtors by ſin. 

therefore we pray our LokDp to forgive us, we 
ought ourſelves to forgive. We are all before the 
Eyes of our Loxp and Gop; and we muſt 


all ſtand before the : Judgapent-loae of Chriſt. Let 


us therefore ſerve Him in all fear and reverence; 
being zealous of what is good, abſtaining from all 
offence, and avoiding falſe brethren, and thoſe 
that bear the name of Crit in hypocriſy, who 


deceive vain men. 


S8. 7. For every one who confeſſeth net, that Jeſus 
Chrit 2 


is come in the fleſh, is an antichrift. And 
every one who confeſſeth not his death on the croſs, 
is of the devil. And every one who perverteth the 
oracles of Gop to his own luſts, and ſaith there is 
no reſurrection, and no judgment, he is the firſt- 
born of Satan. Wherefore leaving the vanity of 
the many and their falſe doctrines, let us turn unto 


the words deliver'd to us from the beginning. Let 


us watch unto prayer: let us perſevere in faſtings, 


— — —— ä 


$. 6. And of prieſſi. 
$. 7. Of faith in Chriſt, /affing and prayer. 


— — 


and 


— 
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and with all ſupplication beſeech the all · ſeeing 
God, not to lead us into temptation; ſince, as 
our Loxp hath ſaid, Tho' the fprrit mln the 
FP is weak. 


8. Lar us — — without ceaſing cleave 
ſt faſtly to Him, who is our — * and the earneſt of 
our righteouſneſs, even Fe a * . who 5 
bare our fins in his ewn body 
b n, neither was gurle * in his eg — 

red all things for us, that we live thro” 
Him. Let us therefore be followers of his patience; 
and if we ſuffer for his name, let us glorify Him; 
n A du E left us, and eee 

1e 


0. WAERTToRnE T extiorr- 4 al; thas-yo 
obey the word of righteouſneſs, and exerciſe all 
patience, which ye have ſeen before your eyes, 
not only in the ble# — e 55 4. Rn oy 
but alſo in others amon ves, and in 

and the reſt of the Apoſt 2 being confident, — 
all theſe have not run in vain, but in faith and righ= 
teouſneſs: and that they are in the place which 
was due unto them, with the LoxD, with whom 
alſo they ſuffer'd. For they loved not the preſent 
world, but Him, who died, and was rais'd again 
by Gon for us. 


S8. 10. Stand faſt in theſe things, following the 
ſteps of our LoR D. Be ye firm and immoveable 
in the faith, lovers of the brethren, lovers of one 
another, n to all, deſpiſing none. When it 


6 
8 


— 


1 


9. 8. An 8 to patience, enforced by the er- 
ample of Chriſt, and —— 
F. 9. Thoſe of the apoſiles and other ſaints. 

\. 10. An exbortation to various duties. 


Vol. I. | E | is 
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is in your power to do delay not. Be ye all 
ſubject one to another: Having your converſation un- 
blameable among the Gentiles, that our LoRD be not 
blaſphemed. 5 thro 

name of the Loo is blaſphemed: Therefore teach 


ſobriety to all men. 


$ 11, 12. I am greatly afflited for Jalens, once 
a preſbyter among you and for his wife: may the 
Lon give. them true repentance. And be long- 
ſuffering toward them, not counting them as ene- 
mies, that ye may ſave your whole body. And 
the Gop and Father of our Lord Feſus Chrift, 
and Jeſus Chriſt Himſelf, our everlaſting high prieſt, 
the ſon of Gop, build you up in faith and truth 
and in all meekneſs and gentleneſs, in patience and 
long- ſuffering, in forbearance and chaſtity; and 
give you a lot and portion among his ſaints: and 
unto us with you, and to all under the heavens, 
who ſhall believe in our Lox D Feſus Chrift, and in 
his Father who rais'd Him from the dead. Pray 
ye for all the ſaints: and alſo for all kings, princes 
and rulers, and for thoſe who hate you and perſe- 
cute you, and for the enemies of the croſs: that 

our fruit may be manifeſt in all; and that ye may 
be perfect in Chrift. | 


$. 13. Tur epiſtles of Ignatius which ye re- 
quired we have ſent unto you; they are ſubjoin'd 
to this epiſtle. Ye may be greatly profited there- 
by; for they treat of faith and patience, and of all 
things that pertain to edification in the LoxD Fa 
| ſus. — Be ye ſafe in the Lox D Feſus Chrift, His 
grace be with you all. Amen! 


- 


n 


$. 11. To mildugſi toward offenders. 
F. 12. He prays for them, and exharts them to pray 


for all men. 
F. 13. Of the epifiles of Ignatius. oO 


ut wo unto him thro' whom the 
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Of S. I6nNnaTivus's 


EPISTLES 


anna Aas 


Er informs us, That as * Ignatius 
was on his way to Rome, in order to be caſt to 
the wild beaſts: he not only confirmed the churches 
thraugh which he paſs'd, but wrote to the chief of 
thoſe that were near, in the following order: © 


Fixs T, From Smyrna, tohere he tarried ſome 


all WI ime with his fellow-diſciple S. Polycarp, he wrote 
2 to the Epheſians, Magneſians, Trallians and Ro- 
Ii: mans; and being gone on to Troas, he thence wrote 


to the churches of Philadelphia and Smyrna, and a 
particular letter to Polycarp. 


11 — "YIFOrTY 


Hiſt. Eccleſiaſtica, lib. 3. c. 365. | 
| E 2 | AxD 


32 Of S. I6naTavs's Epiſtles. 


AnD with the deſcriptions which Polycarp and 
Euſebius rx left us of the epi/tles 2 this holy man; 


9 fully agree: as they do likewiſe exactly 


ole a numerous quotations large 
and compared rare fats Keep. 
antient — made out of them. 
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THE 


EersTLE of 8. IGNATIUS. 


TO THE 


EPHESIANS. 


Ignatius, who 55 alſo call d Theophorus, to 


the ckurch which is at Epheſus in Aſia, 
bleſſed in the greatneſs and fulneſs of 
Go the Father, predeſtinated before all 
worlds, to an enduring, eternal, un- 
changeable glory, united and elected 
thro' his true paſſion, in the will of the - 
Father and Jeſus Chriſt our Gob, al. 
health in Jefus Chriſt, and his boly. 


grace. 15 


.* 


—_ Have heard of your name, much be- 


loved in Gop, which ye have juſtly ob- 
tain'd, by faith and love in 7e/us Chrift 


our Saviour, being followers of Gop, and ſtirring 
up yourſelves by the blood of Chri/? to hnifh and 


4. oh perfect 
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ect works anſwerable thereto. Ve heard that 
came bound from Syria, for the common name 
and hope, truſting to obtain through your prayer, 
that I may fight with beaſts at Rome, ſo that by 
martyrdom I may attain to be a diſciple of Him, 
Who, ho gave Hi mſelf to Gop an offering and ſacrifice 
for us. I received therefore in the name o 
Gop, your whole multitude in . — 
biſhop, whom I love with love unſpeakable; w 
I beſeech you all to love in Feſus Chrift, 1 ou to 
be followers together of Him. Bleſſed be Gop 
who hath given ſuch a biſhop, to you who were 
worthy of Fim 6 


2. ConcERNING my fellow-ſervant Burrhus, 
according to the will of Gop your deacon, bleſſed 
in all things, I pray that He may remain to the 


honour of = ou and of your biſh Crocus allo, 


worthy of Gop and _ whom I have received 
as a pattern of your * hath refreſhed me in all 
things, as the Father of our LoxD Teſus Chrift 

ſhall refreſh him, with Onefimus and Burrhus " 
Euplus and Fronto, in whom I have ſeen the love 
of you all. And may I have joy of you always, 
if I am worthy. Ye ought therefore in all manner 
of ways, to t Jeſus Chrift who hath glorified 
us: that by an uniform obedience, ye may be 
perfectly joined together in the ſame mind and in 
the ſame judgment, and may all ſpeak the ſame thing ; 


and that being ſubject to the hop and the preſ- 


byters, ye may be ſanctified in all things. 


3- I Do not command you, as being ſomebody; 
for tho” I am bound for his name, I am not yet 
made perfect in 7e/us Grit. But I now begin 
to be a diſciple, and I ſpeak unto you as to any 
fellow-diſciples. I ought indeed to have been ſtir- 
red up by you, in faith, patience and lon — 
ing. But love not flferipg me to be © Ken, 


: 
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To the ErnesIANs, 35 
firſt exhort you, that ye fulfil the will of 
Gov.  Fejas.Chrift, our hidden life, ſheweth us the 
will of the Father; and by the will of Fe/as Chr:ift 


are the biſhops, who are appointed unto the ends 
of the earth. : 


4. Y x curht therefore to fulfil We witf of peur 
biſhop, as indeed ye do; to whom your venerable 
ſÞytery, of Gop, are fitiy joined as 


e ER 3 
iro mis th lang, And be ye the quire, 
that ſo being in love, and taking up the 


ſong — ye may in unity ſing with one voice 
to the Father thro' Jeſus Chrift. ſhall He _ 


you, and acknowledge by your works, that 


are members of his Son. ore 1 profit 
able for you to live in unblameable unity, that 76 
may always partake of God. 


8 Hayey are ye who me jul ined with 
di as the church with Jeſus Greg, and yoo 


Chrift with the Father, that all thin agree 
in unity. no man deceive himſelf . 

be not within the altar, he is deprived of the bread 
of Gon. But, if the prayer of one or two have 
ſuch force, how much more that of the biſhop and 
the whole church? He therefore who goeth not to 
the publick aſſembly is proud, and hath” paſt his 
own ſentence. For Gop re/ifteth the proud. Let 
us take heed therefore, not to reſiſt the biſhop, 
that we may be found obedient to Gop. 


$ 6. Fox whomſoever the maſter of the houſe 
ſendeth to be over. his houſhold, we ought to re- 
ceive him, as Him that ſent him. It is therefore 
manifeſt that we ought to look on the biſhop as on 
the Lox D Himſelf. And indeed Ongimus himſelf 
greatly commendeth your good order in Gop: 
_ ye all live according. to the truth, and that no 

hereſy 
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hereſy dwelleth amang you. Far ye do not hearken 
to any one, more to Jeſus Chriſt, ſpeaking 
to you in truth. N 


off Bur ſome deceitfully bear the name. of 


and yet do things unworthy of Gop. Flee 
from theſe, as from wi — 8 
vening dogs, that bite ſecretly. Guard yourſelves 
RR for they are hard to be cured. There 


is one phyſician, both fleſhly and ſpiritual, made 


and not made, God incarnate, true life in death, 
both of Mary and of God, firſt , paſſible, then 


impaſſible. 


8.8. WHEREFORE let no man deceive you. 


Nor indeed are ye deceived, being wholly God's. 


For ſo long as there is no contention among you 
to trouble you, ye live according to Gov. My 
foul be for yours, for your church at Epheſus, 
whoſe name ſhall endure to all ages. They that 
are of the fleſh cannot do the works of the ſpirit, 
neither. they that. are of the ſpirit the works of the 
fleſh: as faith cannot do the works of unbelief, 
neither unbelief the works of faith. But even 
thoſe worldly works which ye do are ſpiritual: for 
ye do all things in Feſus Chrift, _ | 


9. Bur I have known ſome who came among 
you, having perverſe doctrine, whom ye ſuffered 
not to ſow in you, ſtopping your ears, that ye 
might receive nothing from them. For ye are 
living ſtones, prepared for the building, the tem- 
ple of Gop the Father, and lifted up on high b 

the Holy Ghoſt, thro' the croſs of Fe/us Cori/t. 
Your faith is your ſupport, and. your charity the 
way that leadeth to GoD. Ye 2 with all 


your companions in the ſame journey, are ſpiritual 
temples, full of God, full of Chri/!, full of holi- 
nels; adorn'd in all things with the commands of 


Fe 
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Jeſus Chriſt: with whom I rejoice, that I have been 


joy with you, that having your eye fixt on that 
other life, ye love nothing but God only. 


$. 10. AND pray without for other men. 
For there is hope of their repentance, that they 
may attain unto Gop. Suffer them therefore to 
be inſtructed by your works. Be ye meek at their 
anger, humble at their boaſtings; return your 
e to their blaſphemies; to their error, your 
faſtneſs in the faith. At their fierceneſs be ye 


let us be their brethren in mildneſs, endeavouring 
to imitate the Loxn. For who was ever more un- 
juſtly treated than He? who more outrag d? who 
more ſet at nought?) that no plant of the devil 


oy he un} fon oh Cheat Fakes dec 
en ob 1 ie 


12. Tux laſt times are come. Let us be aſham- 
ed. Let us fear the long - ſuffering of Gop, that 
it be not unto condemnation. Either let us fear 

= the wrath to come, or love the preſent grace: 
One of the two. Only let us be found in Chrift 
s, unto true life. Without Him, Jet 
worthy of you. For Him I bear about 


me be A par- 


thro? prayer: 
n 


taker, that I may 


ſtians of Epheſus, who have always . with 


the Apoſtles, thro' the power of Fefus 


. 12. Ixxow .who I am, and to whom I write. 
Im a condemn'd man; ye ate they that have 
found mercy: I am in danger; ye are-cſltablilk'd; 
ye are the paſſage of thoſe who are lain into God: 
the fellow-duſciples of the holy, the martyr'd, the 
. * dühy- 


counted worthy to converſe hy this epiſtle, and to 


gentle, not endeavouring to imitate them: (but 


bonds, \theſe ſpiritual jewels; in which may I ariſe . 
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< : 
wort ngvy Paul: at whoſe feet may I be 
found, when 1 ſhall have attain'd unto Gop: who 
in all his epiſtle maketh mention of you in Chri/ 
n.. 


13. LABOR therefore to come more frequently 
together, to the praiſe and glory of Gop. For 
when ye frequently come together, the powers of 
Satan are deſtroyed, and his miſchief is diffolv'd 
by the concord of your faith. For nothing is bet- 
ter than peace, whereby all war is deſtroy'd, both 
of things in heaven and things on earth. 


14. NoTHinG of this is hid from you, if ye 
have perfect faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and love, which 
are the beginning and the end of life: faith is the 
beginning, love the end: and both being joined 
in one, are of Gor. All other things pertainin 

to perfect holineſs follow. For no man that hath 
faith ſinneth; and none that hath love hateth any 
man. The tree is made manifeſt by its fruits. So 
chriſtians ſhall be known by their deeds. For it 
is not the work of an outward profeſſion: but in 
the power of faith, if a man endure unto the end. 


15. IT is better to be ſilent and be a chriſtian, 
than to talk and not be a chriſtian. It is to 
teach, if he that ſpeaketh, doth alſo. ere is 
one maſter who ſpake and it was done. And even 
what things He did without ſpeaking, were wor- 


thy of the Father. He that truly poſleſſeth the 


word of Jeſus, can hear even his filence, that 
he may be perfect, that he may work by the things 
which he ſpeaketh, and may be known by the 
things he doth in ſilence. is nothing hid 
from the Loxp, but even our ſecret things are 
nigh unto Him. Let us therefore do all things, as 
having Gop dwelling in us, that we may be his 
temples, and He may be in us, 23 
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As alſo He is, and will manifeſt Himſelf before 
our face: wherefore we : juſtly love Him. 


16. BE not deceiv'd, my Brethren. Fornica- 
tors and adulterers ſhall not — the ti aun of 
Gop. But if theſe corrupters ſuffer'd death: how 
much more, he who by evil doctrine corrupts the 
faith of Gop, for which Teſus Chri/t was cruci- 


fied? He that is thus defiled, ſhall depart into un- 


quenchable fire; and fo alſo ſhall he that WON. 
him. 


= As our LoRD receiv'd on kis head 4 the ſweet 
ſmelling ointment, ſo he breathes incorruption 
upon his church. Be not ye anointed with the 
filthy doctrine of the prince of this world, leſt 
F carry you away captive from the life which is 


ore you. hy are ye not all wiſe, who 


ou pu ID! the hs nts of Gop, which is in 

Chrift Zeſus? Why do we periſh in our folly, not 

res | the +4 Tow is ſent unto us of the 
RD 


18. LET my life be facrificed for the ak 
which is a ſtumbling block to them that believe 
not, but to us ſalvation and life everlaſting. Where 
is the wiſe man? where is the diſputer where i is 
the boaſting of them who are called men of un- 
derſtanding? Our Gop, Jeſus Chrift, was accord- 
ing to the diſpenſation of Gop, conceiv'd in Mary, 
of the ſeed of David, by the Holy Ghoſt. He was 
born, He was — * that 2 He might 
anctify water, to the waſhing away of fin. 


19. By his death all the power of magick was 
diſſolved; every band of wickedneſs vaniſh'd a- 
way: ignorance was taken away, and the antient 
kingdom deſtroy d: Gop appearing- in the form 


of a man, for the renewal of eternal lite. Then 


| began 


40 S. TenaT1vs's Epiſle 
began what is already perfected in the counſel of 
Gop. From thence all things were moved; for- 
aſmuch as Gop hath determined to aboliſh death. 


20. Ir it be the will of the LorD, I hall write 


unto you again more fully of theſe things. Eſpe- 


cially if the Lox o ſhall reveal unto me, that ye 
all come together, in one faith, obeying your bi- 
ſhop and your preſbytery with entire affection, 
and breaking one and the ſame bread, which is the 
medicine of immortality, our antidote that we 
ſhould not die, but live for ever in Chrift Feſus. 


21. My foul be for yours, and theirs whom ye 


Have ſent, to the glory of Gop, even unto Smyrna, 


from whence I write to you; giving thanks unto 
the Lon, and loving Polycarp,, even as I do you. 
Be mindful of me, as Zeus Chri/t of you. Pray for 
the church which is in Syria, from whence l am 
carried bound to R>me, the leaſt of all the faithful 
who are there. Fare ye well in Gop the Father, 
and in 7eſus Chrift, our common hope! 
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THE 
EPISTLE of S. I6NATIUS 


TO THE 


MAGNESIANS. 


Ignatius who is 4 2 called Theophorus; 


to the 456 church by the grace of 
God the 


ther in Jeſus Chriſt our Sa- 


viour : in whom I ſalute the church 


which it at Magneſia near the Mæan- 
der; and wifh it all joy, in Gop the 
Father, and in Jeſus Chriſt. 


I. "HEN 1 heard of your well-ordered 
| love in God, being full of joy, I de- 
| fired much to ſpeak unto you in the 


faith of Feſus Chrift. For having been thought 
worthy to obtain a moſt excellent name, in the 
bonds which I carry about, I falute the churches; 
wiſhing in them a union both of the body and ſpi- 
rit i of Pf Chri/t, our eternal life: as alſo of faith 

ity, to which nothing is preferr d: But 


8 "5 J. F eſpeciallyß 


£ 
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eſpecially of Feſus and the Father; in whom if we 
undergo all the injuries of the prince of this pre- 
ſent world, and eſcape, we ſhall enjoy Gov. 


2. SEEING then I have been judged worthy to 
fee you, by Damas, your moſt excellent biſhop; 
and by your preſbyters Baſſus and Apollonius; and 
by my tellow-ſervant Sotis the deacon; in whom [ 
rejoice, I determined to write unto you. 


3. Ir will become you not to deſpiſe your bi- 
ſhop on the account of his youth; but to yield all 
reverence to him according to the power of Gop 
the Father: as alſo I perceive your holy preſbyters 
do; ſubmitting to him, or rather not to him, but .. 
to vey ather of our Lokp Feſus Chri/t the biſhop 
of us | | 


4. SEEING all things have an end, there are 
theſe two ſet before us, death and life: and every 
one thall depart. into his proper place. For there 
are two ſorts of men, the one of Gop, the other 
of the world; and each of theſe have their proper 
infcription. The unbelievers are of this world; 
but the faithfu}, through charity, have the cha- 
racter of Gon the Father by Jus Ghrift: by whom 
if we are not ready to die, after the likeneſs of his 
paſhon, his life is not in us. | 


5. I £XxnorT you that ye ſtudy to do all things 
in concord: your biſhop preſiding in the place of 
Gon; your preſbyters in the place of the council 
of the apoſtles; and your deacons, moſt dear to 
me, being intruſted with the miniſtry of Jeſus 
 Chrift; who was with the Father before all ages, 
and appeared in the end to us. See that ye all re- 
verence one another: and let no one look upon 
his neighbour after the fleſh; but do ye all love 
each other in Teſs Chriſt, Let there be no * 

| | a 
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fion among you; but be ye united to your biſhop, 
and thoſe who preſide over you, to be your pat- 
tern and direction in the way to immortality. . 


6. As therefore the Loxp did nothing with- 
out the Father, neither by Himſelf nor. yet by his 
Apoſtles; ſo neither do ye do any thing without 
your biſhop and ters: neither endeavour to 
do any thing yourſelves apart; but being come to- 
gether in the ſame have one common-pray- 
er; one ſupplication; one mind; one hope; in 
charity, and in joy undefiled, There is one Lok o 

eſus Chriſt, than whom nothing is better. Where- 
fore come ye all together as unto one temple of 
Gop; as to one altar, as to one Zeſus Cbriſt; who 
proceeded from one father, and exiſts in one, and 
is return'd to one. 


7. Bx not deceived with (ſtrange dofrines; nor 
with old fables which are unprofitable. . For if we 
ſtill continue to live according to the Jeri law, 
we do confeſs ourſelves not to have received grace. 
For even the moſt holy prophets lived 
to 22 Aa cauſe were they 
perſecuted, being inſpi is grace, to con- 
vince the * — and Alobedtent that there is 
one Gop who has manifeſted Himſelf by Fe/us 
Chriſt his ſon; who is the eternal word, who in 
all things pleafed Him that ſent Hm. 


8. Lr us not then be inſenſible of his good- 
neſs; for ſhould He have dealt with us according 
to our works, we had not now had a being. 
Wherefore being his diſciples, let us learn to live 
according to the rules of chriſtianity: For wholo- 
ever is called by any other name belides this, he is 
not of Gop., Lay aſide therefore the old and evil 
leaven; and be ye changed into the new leaven,. 
which is Jeſus Chriſt. | 
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9. Tuxer things, my Beloved, I write unto 


you; not that I know of any among you that lie 
under error: but as one of the leaſt among you, 


I forewarn you that ye fall not into the ſnares of 


vain doctrine: but that ye be fully inſtructed in 


the birth, and ſuffering, and reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt, our hope; which was accompliſhed in the 
time of Pontius Pilate; and from which Gop for- 
bid that any among you ſhould be turned aſide. 


10. May I therefore have joy of you in all 
things, if I ſhall be worthy of it. For though I 
am bound, yet am I not worthy to be compared 
to one of you that are at liberty. I know that ye 
are not puffed up; for ye have 7eſus Chriſt in your 
hearts. And eſpecially when J commend you, I 
know that ye are aſhamed. 


11. STUDY therefore to be confirmed in the 
doctrine of our LorD, and of his Apoſtles; that 
fo whatſoever ye do, ye may proſper both in body 
and fpirit; in faith and love; in the Son, and in 
the Father, and in the Holy Spirit; in the begin- 
ing, and in the end. Be ſubject to your biſhop, 
and to one another, as Feſus Chriſt to the Father, 
according to the fleſh; and the Apoſtles both to 
Chrift, and to the Father, and to the Holy Ghoſt; 
that ſo ye may be united both in body ao ſpirit. 


12. KnowING you to be full of Gop, I have 


the more briefly exhorted you. Be mindful of me 


in your prayers, that I may attain unto Gop; 
and of the church which is in Syria, from which I 
am not worthy to be called. I ſtand in need of 
your joint prayers in Gob, and of your love, that 
the church which is in Syria may be thought wor- 
thy to be nouriſh'd by your church. 


+ 13. THE 
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13. THE Epheſians ſalute you, from which 
place I write unto you; (being preſent here to 
the glory of Go, in like manner as you are,) 
who have in all things refreſh'd me; together with 
Polycarþ the biſhop of the Smyrnæunt. The reſt 
of the churches, in the honour of TFeſus Chriſt, 
ſalute you. Farewel, and be ye ſtrengthen'd in 
the concord of Gop; enjoying his inſeparable Spi- 
rit, which is Jeſus Chriſt. 
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EEETSE 


THE 


Ee1STLE of S. I6NaT1Us 
| TO THE 
TRALLIANS. 


Ignatius, who is alſo called Theophorus, 
to the holy church which is at Tralles in 
Aſia; beloved of Gop the Father of Je- 
ſus Chriſt; elect, and worthy of Gop; 
having peace through the fleſh, and blood, 
and paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt our hope; in 

the reſurrection which is by Him: which 
alſo I ſalute in the fulneſs of bleſſing, in 

the apoſtolical character; wiſhing all 
joy and happineſs unto it, 


diſpoſition through patience, which not 

only appears in your outward converſation, 

but is naturally rooted, and grounded in you: in 
like manner as Ui your biſhop has declared 


unto 


| 1 Have heard of your bland and conſtant 
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unto me; who came to me to Smyrna, by the will 
of Gop and Feſus Chri t; and fo rejoi together 
with me in my bonds for Fe/us Cori that in ef- 


fect I ſaw 5 whole church in him. Havi 
therefore received the teſtimony of your 4 


towards me for Gop's fake, by him; [ knew that 
ye were the followers of Goo. 


2, Fo Wb ye are fubjed? to your'biſkop 


as to Jeſus Chriſt, ye 7 live not after the manner of 


men, but according to Chriſt; who died for us, 
that ſo believing in his death, ye might eſcape 
death. It is therefore neceſſary, that wi 

biſhop, you ſhould do nothing: alſo be ye faljet 

to. your preſbyters, as to the apoſtles of Feſus 
Chriſt our hope; in whom if we walk, we _ 
be found in Him. The 1 700 8.4% mal by 
AC T of Jeſus 7, muſt 

all means pleaſe For mL han not the mini by 
of meat and drink, but of the church of Gop. 
Wherefore they muſt avoid All offences, as they 
would do fire. N 


3 CovckxNIV all which I am eee that 
ye think after the very ſame manner: for I have 
received, and even now have with me the pattern 
of your "love, in your biſhop. Whoſe very look 

is inſtructive; and whoſe mildneſs powerful. But 


becauſe I have a love towards you, I will not write 


ſharply; leſt being a condemn'd man, I ſhould 
ſeem to preſcribe to you as an apoſtle. 


4. 1 Have great knowledge in Gov; but I re- 
WS myſelf, leſt I ſhould periſh in my boaſting. 
For now I ought the more to fear; and not heark- 
en to thoſe t 
that f to me, in my praiſe, chaſten m 
indeed deſire to ſuffer, but I cannot tell whether I 
am worthy ſo to do. And this deſire, though to 


would puff me up. For | 
FJ 
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others it does not appear, yet to myſelf it is for 
that reaſon the more violent. I have therefore 
need of moderation; by Which the prince of this 
world is deſtroy'd. N. 


5. AM I not able to write to you of heavenly 
things? But I fear leſt I ſhould harm you, who 
are yet but babes in Chri/t: and leſt perchance be- 
ing not able to receive them, ye ſhould be choak- 
ed with them. Fer even I myſelf, I am 
in bonds, . yet. am not therefore able to. underſtand 
heavenly things: in theſe I am. yet a learner. For 
many things are wanting to us, that we come not 
ſhort of Gon. Fd 


6. I EXHoORT you therefore, yet not I, but the 
love of Feſus Chrift that ye uſe none but chri- 
{tian nouriſhment; abſtaining from paſture which 
is of another kind, I mean hereſy. For they that 
are hereticks, \confound together the doctrine of 

Loſs Chri/t with their own poiſon; whilſt they 

em worthy of belief: as men give a dea 
tion mix'd with ſweet wine; which he who is ig- 
norant of, does with the treacherous pleaſure ſweet- 
ly drink in his own death. * ﬀf 


7- NoT that I know there is any thing of this 
nature among you; but I fore-arm you, as fore- 
ſeeing the ſnares of the devil. Wherefore putting 
on meekneſs, renew yourſelves in faith and love. 
Let no man have any thing againſt his neighbour. 
Give no occaſion to the Gentiles; leſt by means 
of a few fooliſh men, the whole congregation of 
GoD be evil ſpoken of. For woe do that man 
through whoſe vanity his name is blaſphemed by 
any. | | vie? 
8. FIE therefore theſe evil plants which bring 


forth deadly fraie; of which if any ons taſte, be 
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ſhall preſently die. For theſe are — lants 
of the F — ſeeing if they were, they wed = 
pear to be the branches of the croſs, and their fruit 


through his paſhon, who are members of 
For the head cannot be without its 9 
Gop having proiſed a union with Himſelf. 


9. I SALUTE you from Smyrna, t er with 
the delegates of the churches of Gop that are pre- 
ſent with me; who have refreſhed me in all thin 
both in the fleſh and in the ſpirit. My bo 
which I carry about me for the ſake of Chrift, (be- 
ſeeching Him that I may attain unto Gop) exhort 
you, that you continue in concord among your- 
ſelves, and in prayer with one another. I beſeech 
you that you hearken to me in love; that I may 
not by thoſe things which I write, riſe up 
in wityes agpinſ you. Pray alſo for me, who 
ſtand in of your prayers, that I may be wor- 
thy of the portion which I am about to obtain, 
that I be not found a reprobate. * 


10. The love of thoſe, who are at Smyrna and 
Epheſus falute you. Remember in your prayers 
the church of Syria, from which I am not worthy 
to be called, being one of the lealt of i. Fare ye 


E ooo 


P well in Feſus Chri/t.. Love every one his bro- 
4 ther wi — 2 My foul be for 
b yours, not only now, but when I ſhall have at- 
: tain'd unto Gop: for I am yet under danger. But 
we Father is faithful in Feſus Chriſt, to fulfil both 
dine and your petition: in whom may ye be found 
T unblameable. 

y 
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would be incorruptible: by which He invites you 
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Ignatius, 200 Z « oſs cold orusz 
10 — church which has 4 mercy 
From the majeſty of the moſt high Father, 
and bis only begotten fon Jeſus Chriſt; 
' beloved, and illuminated through the will 
Wo Him who willeth all things whith are 
According to the love of Jeſus Chriſt aur 
Sop; united both in fleſh and ſpirit to 
all bis commands, and filled with the 
grace of Gov; all ; Joy in Jeſus Chriſt | 
our Gop. * 


er,, 


1. WyYORASMUCH as I have at laſt obtained 
through my prayers to Gop, to ſee your 
face, which * deſired to do; I hope 

to ſalute you, if it ſhall be the will of Gop to 

grant me the end I long for. For the Wen ar 
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without hin- 


is well diſpoſed, if I ſhall have 


drance, to receive what is appointed for me. But 


I fear you love, 3 . 
is eaſy for you to do what you pl but it 

b ard for me to ain unto Goo, 57 
me. 


2. Bur I would not that ye ſhould pleaſe men, 
but Gop; whom alſo ye do pleaſe. For neither 
ſhall I ever hereafter have ſuch an opportunity of 
going unto GoD ; nor will you, if ye ſhall now 
be filent, ever be intitled to a better work. For 
if you ſhall be filent in my behalf, I ſhall be made 
pe ren But if you ſhall love my body, 

ſhall have my courſe to run again. Wherefore 
ſuffer me to be ſacrificed unto God, now the altar 
is already prepared: that when ye ſhall be gathered 
together in love, $f may give thanks to the Fa- 


ther throu ee that He has vouchſaſed 
to bring a biſhop of Syria —_ 
from the eaſt unto the weſt. For it is good for 
me to ſet from the world, unto Gon, e 
riſe again unto Him. 


3. Ye have never nds any one; ye hat 
taught others. I would therefore that ye ſhould 
now do thoſe things yourſelves, which in — in- 
ſtructions you have preſcribed to others. Only 


pray for me, that Gop would give me ſtrength, 


that J may not only ſay, but will; nor be 
called x Christian, but "te one. If 1 ſhall be found 


a Chriſtian, I may be called one: and be thought 


faithful, when I ſhall no Hage appear to the 
were. gin 


* 


4. I wrire to the churches, and ſignify to 


them all, that 1 am willing to die for Gon, unleſs 
you hinder me. I beſeech you that you ſhew not 


an unſcaſonable good will towards me. Suffer 
5 me 
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r 
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* 
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die for Feſus Chriſt, than rule to the utmoſt ends of 
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me to be food to the wild beaſts; by whom I ſhall 


attain unto-Gop. For I am the wheat of Gop; 


and I ſhall be ground by the teeth of the wild 
beafts, that I may be found the pure bread of 


brit. Rather encourage the beaſts, that they 


may become my ſepulchre; and may leave nothing 
of my body; that —_—— I may not be trouble- 
ſome to any. Then I be truly the diſciple of 
Feſus Chrift, when the world ſhall not ſee ſo much 

body. Pray therefore unto Chrift for me, 


as m 
that 7 theſe inſtruments I may be made the ſacri- 


fice of Gon. I do nat, as Peter and Paul, com- 
mand you. They were Apoſtles, I am a condemn'd 
man; they were free, but I am a ſervant: but if 
I ſhall ſuffer, I ſhall then become the freeman of 
Feſus Chrift, and ſhall riſe free. And now, being 
in bonds, I learn not to deſire any thing. 


F. FrRomM Syria even unto Rome, I fight with 


beaſts both by ſea and land; both night and day; 
being bound to ten leopards, to a band of ſoldiers; 
who though treated with all kindneſs, are the 
worſe for it. But I am the more inſtructed b 

their injuries; yet am I not therefore juſtified. 
May enjoy the wild beaſts that are prepared for 
me; which alſo I wiſh may exerciſe all their fierce- 
neſs upon me. Pardon me in this matter; I know 
what is profitable for me. Now I begin to be a 
diſciple of Chr:/t: nor ſhall any thing move me, 
whether viſible or inviſible, that I may attain to 
238 Let fire, and the croſs; let the rage 
of wild beaſts: let breaking of bones, and tearing 
of members; let the ſhattering in pieces of the 
whole body, and all the torments of the devil 
come upon me; only let me enjoy Jeſus Chriſt. 


6. ALL che ends of the world, and the king- 
doms of it, will profit me nothing: I would rather 


the 
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the earth. Himl ſeek whodied for us: mu 


into. — where bang Sone, Tall be i. 
tee: de fervant'of: Gon. Permit me to imitate 
the paſſion of my GoD. If any one has Him with- 
in himſelf, let him conſider what I defire, and let 
him have compaſſion on me, as knowing how I 
am ſtreightned. - 


7. Tus prince of this world 1 
me away, and corrupt my reſolution towards my 
Gon. Let none of you help him: —_—— 
join with me, that is with Gop. Do not peak 
with Jeſus Chrift, and yet covet the world. 
not any envy dwell with you: no, not though 11 
myſelf when I ſhall be come unto you, ſhould ex- 
hort you to it, yet do not ye hearken to me; but 
rather believe what I now write unto you. For 
though I am alive at the writing this, yet'my de- 
lire is to die. My love is crucified. - I take no 
pleaſure in the food of corruption, nor in the plea- 

| ſures of this life. I deſire the bread of Gop, which 
is the fleſh of 7eſus Chriſt, and the drink that I 
long for is his blood, which is uncorruptible love. 


8. nave no defire-to live any longer after 
the manner of men; neither ſhall I, if you con- 
fent. Be ye willing, that ye yourſelves alſo may 
| be pleaſing to Gop. I exhort you in few words; 
| I pray you believe me. Feſus Chrift will ſhew #4 
you that I ſpeak truly. My: mouth is without de- 

ceit, and the Father hath —— ſpoken by it. Pra 
for me, that I may accompliſh what I deſire. 
have not written to you after the fleſh, but accord- 
ing to the will of Gop. . If I ſuffer, ye have loved 
me: but if I ſhall be rejected, EN 
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rant of them. Ve ſhall therefore ſignify to 
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9. REMEMBER in your prayers the church of 
Syria, which now enjoys God for its Shepherd in- 
ſtead of me: let Jeſus Chrift only overſee it, and 
your love. I am aſhamed to be reckon'd one of 
them: For neither am I worthy, being the leaſt 
among them, and as one born out of due ſeaſon, 
But through mercy I have obtain'd to be ſomebody, 
if I ſhall get unto Gop. My ſpirit ſalutes you; 
and the charity of .the churches that have received 
me in the name of Jeſus Chriſt; for even they 
that were not near to me in the way, have gone 
before me to the next city to meet me. 


myrna, 
by the moſt worthy of the church of Epheſus. As 
for thoſe which are come from Syria, and are gone 
before me to Rome, I ſuppoſe you are not igno- 


em 
that I draw near, for they are all worthy both of 
Gop, and of you: whom it/is fit that you refreſh 
in all things. This have I written to you, the 
day before the ninth of the calends of — 


1 patience of Jeſus 
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TO THE 


PHILADELPH LANs 8. 


Ignatius, * ts 40% called Theophorus 
to the church of Gop the Father, and © 


our Loxp Jetus Chrilt, © which' t at 
Philadelphia in Aſia; which hath ob 
tained mercy, being fix'd i in the concord 
of God, and rejoicing. evermore in the 
Paſſion of our LoRD, and being fulfilled 
* in all mercy through his reſurrection: 
which I ſalute in the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is our eternal and unde- 


filed joy. 


$ becomes the children of the light and 
"A ra, flee diviſions and falſe doctrines: 

but where your ſhepherd is, there do 
follow after. For de alia wetted who 
tad captive thoſe that run in the courſe of GD; 


ann 98 


Mr 
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2. My Brethren, the love I have towards you 
makes me the more large; and having a great joy 
in you, 1 endeavour to ſecure you againſt danger: 
or rather not I, but 7% Chrift; in whom being 
bound 1 the more fear, as being yet only on the 
way to ſuffering. But your prayer to Gop ſhall 
ver me perfect, that I may attain to that portion, 
which by Gop's mercy is allotted to me. 


3. Ir any do not ſpeak concerning Chrift Jeſus; 
they are but as monuments and ſepulchres of the 
dead, upon which are written only the names of 
men. Flee therefore the ſnares of the prince of 
this world; leſt at any time ye grow cold in your 
charity. But come al — in the ſame p 
with an undivided heart. I ble Gap that 
no one among you has whereof to boaſt that I have 


been burthenſome to him. And I wiſh to all 
among whom I have converſed, that it may not 
turn to a witneſs againſt them. een 


4. For altho' ſome would have deceived me ac- 
cording to the fleſb ; yet the ſpirit, being from Gop, 
K eceived: for ĩt knows both whence it comes, 
and whither it goes, and reproves the ſecrets of 
the heart. I cried whilſt T was among you, At- 
tend to the biſhop, and to the preſbytery, and to 
the deacons. Some ſuppoſed that 1 this as 
ſore- ſeeing the diviſion that ſhould come among 
you. And He is my witneſs for whoſe ſake I am 
in bonds that I knew nothing from any man. But 
the Spirit ſpake, ſaying on this wiſe; Do nothing 
without the biſhop: keep your bodies as the tem- 

of Gop: love unity: flee diviſions: be the fol- 

wers of Ghrift, as He was of his Father. 


5. I TRUST in the grace of ſus Chrift that 
He will free you from every bond. I exhort you 
that you do nothing out of ſtrife, but according = 
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the inſtruction of Chrift. I have heard of ſome 


who-ſay; Unleſs I find it written in the originals, 
I will s ee pel. 
And when I faid, It is written: They | 
what lay before them in their corrupted copies. But 
to me Feſus Chriſt is inſtead of all the uncorrupted 
monuments in the world: together with thoſe un- 
defiled monuments, his croſs, and death, and re- 
ſurrection, and the faith which is by Him: by 
which I deſire, through your prayers, to be juſti - 


fed, 


6. Hx is the door of the Father; by which: 
Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, and all the pro- 
phets entred in; as well as the Apoſtles and the 
church. And all theſe things tend to the unity 
which is of Gop. Howbeit the goſpel has ſome- 
what in it far above all other dif 
ly, the appearance of our Saviour, the Lord Je- 


us Chrift, his paſſion, and reſurreQion. For the 
beloved prophets referred to Him: but the goſpel. 


is the perfection of incorruption. All therefore: 
together are good, if ye believe with charity.. 


7. Now as concerning the church of Autiach 


which is in Syria, ſeeing through your prayers, 
and the bowels which ye have towards it in Jeu 


Chrift, it is in peace; it will become you, as the 
church of Gop, to ordain ſome deacon to go to 


them thither as the Embaſſador of Gop; that he 


may rejoice with them when they meet together, 


glorify Gop's name.. Blefſed be that man in 
Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall be found. worthy of ſuch. 


a miniſtry. 


8. As concerning Philo the deacon of Cilicia, 
he ſtill miniſters unto me in the word of Gop; 


together with Rbeus, who has followed me even 
kom Syria, 2 


ions; name- 


his life: theſe alſo bear 
3 witneſs 
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witneſs unto you. 1 myſelf give thanks to 


receive 7 * for thoſe that diſhonoured 

en through the grace of 

lowe of the — that are 

: from whence alſo I write. 

ofus Chriſt honour them; in 

whom they hope, both. in fleſh, and foul, and ſpi- 

rit; in faith, in Jove, in unity. gar ee 
Jaſus our common hope. 
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EPI1STLE of S. I6NaTIvs 
; TO THE 


SMY RNA NMS. 


Yenarhus; TY is alſo Lalla e 
to the church of Go the Father, and 
of the beloved Jetas Chriſt; whichGop 
hath mercifully bleſſed with every good 
gift; being filled with faith and love, 
ſo that it is wanting in no gift; moſt 
worthy of Gop, — fruiſſid in ſaints; 
to the church which is at Sm in 
Aſia; all joy, through. his — 
Mew ond the word of Gow. *r n 


Groxry GOD, even Feſus Chriff, who 

has given you ſuch wiſdom. For 1 have 
| ®. obſerved that you are ſettled in an immove- 
able faith, as if you were nailed to the croſs of 
our _—_ 7 both in a2 = 
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the ſpirit; and are confirmed in love through the 
blood of Chriſt; being fully perſwaded of thoſe 
things which relate* unto our LyxD: who truly 
was of the race of David according to the fleſh, 
but the Son of Gop — 1 the will and 
power of Gov. | 


. / 

2. Now theſe things, beloved, I put you in 
mind of, not queſtioning but that you yourſelves 
alſo believe that they are ſo. But Lo ou be- 
fore-hand againſt certain beaſts in the of 
men; whom you muſt not receive; only pray for 
them, that if it be the will of Gop they may re- 
pent; but of this our Lox D Feſus Chrift has the pow- 
er, who is our true life: for whom I have given up 
myſelf to death, to the fire, to the ſword, to wild 
beaſts: and the nearer I am to the ſword, the nearer 
am:T to Gon: when I ſhall come among the wild 
beaſts, I ſhall come to Gop. Only in the name 


of Jeſus Chriſt, I undergo all, to ſuffer together 
with Him; He who was made a perfect man 


3. LET no man decewe himſelf; both the 


things which are in heaven, and the glorious an- 


gels, and princes, whether viſible or inviſible, if 
they believe not in the blood of Chris, it is to 
them to condemnation. He that is able to receive this, 
let him receive it. Let no man's place or ſtate in 
the world puff him up: that which is worth all is 
faith and love, to which nothing is to be preferred. 
But conſider thoſe who are of 7 different opinion 


from us, as to what concerns the grace of Jeu 
Chrift which is come unto us, how contrary they 
are to the deſign of God? They have no regard 
to charity; no.care of the widow, the fathedle „ 
and the oppreſſed; of the bound or free, of the 
hungry or chirſty. png V a6 et | 
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Ser that ye all follow biſhop, as Jeſar 
Chrit, the Father: and the — as the — 
ſtles. And reverence the deacons as the com- 

mand of GoD. Let no man do any thing of what 
belongs to the church ſeparately from the biſhop. 


Let that euchariſt be look d upon as well eſtabliſh'd, 


by him 


which is either offered by the biſhop, or 
to whom the biſhop has given his conſent. 
ſoever the biſhop ſhall appear, there let the people 
alſo be: as where s-Chri/t is, there is the ca- 
tholick church. It is not lawful without the bi- 
ſhop, either to baptize, or to celebrate the h 
communion: but whatfoever he ſhall approve 
that is alſo pleaſing unto Goo. 


5. Vr have done well in that ye have ireceived 
Phils, and Nheus, who followed me for the word 
of Gov, the deacons of Chrift our Gop. Who 
alſo give thanks unto the Loxp for you, foraſ- 
much as ye have refreſhed them in all things. 
Nor ſhall any thing that you have done, be loſt 
to you. My ſoul be for yours, and my bonds 
which ye b_ not deſpiſed, nor been aſhamed of. 


Neither ſhall Fe/us Chri if, our perfect faith, be 


aſhamed of you. 


6. Your prayer is come to the church of Au- 
tioch which is in Syria. From whence ſent 
bound with chains, I ſalute the churches; being 
not worthy to be called from thence, as being the 
leaſt among them. Nevertheleſs by the will of 
Gop I have been thought worthy of this ey the 
not for that I think I — deſerved it, but b 
grace of Gop, which I wiſh may be may be perfect y 5 
ven unto me, that thro may attain 
unto Gop. And 22 that your — may 
be fully accompliſh'd; it will be for the honour of 
Gop, that your church appoint ſome delegate, who 
being come as far as —”—_ may rejoice 2 
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with them that are in peace. For in as much 
as ye are perfect yourſelves, you ought to think 
thoſe things that are perfect. And when you are 
defirous to do well, Gop is ready to 5 you 
thereunto. 4 


—_ 
* 


7. THE love of the brethren are at Troas 
ſalute you; from whence I write to you by Burr- 
bus whom ye ſent with me, who has in all things 
refreſh'd me. And I would to God that all would 
imitate him, as being a pattern of the mini 
of Gop. May his grace fully reward him. 
falute your very worthy biſhop, and your vene- 
rable preſbytery; and your deacons, my fellow- 
ſervants; and all of you in general, and ev 
one in particular, in the name of Feſus Cbriſt, 
and in his fleſh and blood; in his and re- 
ſurrection both fleſhly and ſpiritually; and in the 
unity of Gop with you. Grace be with you, 
and mercy, and peace, and patience, for ever- 
More. | 
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S. POLYCARP. 


Ignatius, 20 7s alſo called Theophorus, 

_ to Polycarp, biſhop of the church which 
is at Smyrna; their overſeer, but ra- 
ther himſelf &ver-look'd by Gop the Fa- 
ther, and the Loxp Jeſus Chriſt; all 
happineſs. == . 


1. T WAVING known that thy mind towards 
H Gop, is fix'd upon an immoveable 
rock; I exceedingly give thanks, that 

have been thought worthy to behold thy face, 
in which may I always rejoice in Gap.  Where- 
fore I beſeech . thee. by the grace of Gop with 
which thou art cloathed, to preſs forward in Op 
courſe, and to exhort all that they may be ſaved. 
Maintain thy place, with all gaze both of — 
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and ſpirit: make it thy endeavour to preſerve uni- 
ty, than which nothing is better. Bear with all 
men, even as the Lonx p with thee. Support all 
in love, as-alſo thou doſt. Pray without ceaſing; 
aſk more underſtanding than thou already hal 
Be watchful, having- _ ſpirit always awake. 
Speak to every one according as Gop enable 
thee. Bear the infirmities of all, as a perfect com- 
batant: where the labour is great, the gain is the 
more. 


2. IF thou ſhalt love the diſciples, what 
thank is it? But rather do thou ſubject to thee 
thoſe that are miſchievous, in meekneſs. Every 
wound is not healed with the ſame plaiſter: if the 
diſeaſe be vehement, mollify it with ſoft remedies: 
Be in all things, Wiſe as a ſerpent, but harmleſs as 


2 dave. As tor thoſe who are not ſeen, pray to 


Go that He would reveal them unto thee, that 
ſo thou may'ſt be wanting in nothing, but may'ſt 
abound in every gift. The times demand thee, as 
the pilots the winds; and he that is toſs'd in 2 
tempeſt, the haven where he would be; that thou 
may ſt attain unto Gon. Be ſober, as the com- 
batant of GoD: The crown; propoſed to thee is 
eternal life; concerning which thou art alſo fully 
perſwaded. I will be thy ſurety in all things, and 
my bonds, which thou haſt loved. 


3. LEr not thoſe that teach other doctrines, 
diſturb thee. Stand firm as a beaten anvil. It 
is the part of a brave combatant, to be torn in 
and yet to conquer. We ought to endure 
all things for Gop's ſake, that He may bear with 
us. Be every day better than other: conſider the 
times; and expect Him, who is above all time, 
eternal, inviſible, tho' for our ſake made viſible: 
impalpable, and impaſſible, yet for us ſubjected to 
ſufferings; enduring all manner of ways for our 


falyation, 4. LET 
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4. LET not the widows be neglected: Be thou, 
after GoD, their guardian. Let nothing be done 
without thy knowledge and conſent: neither do 
thou any thing but according to the will of Gop; 

as alſa thou doſt, with all conſtancy. Let your 
aſſemblies be more frequent: inquire into all 
name. Overlook not the men and maid ſervants; 
neither let them be puffed up; but rather let them - 
be the more ſubject, to the glory of Gop, that 
they may obtain from Him a better liberty. 


5. FLEE evil arts: or rather, make not any 
mention of them. Say to my ſiſters, that they 
love the LorD; and ſatisfied with their own 
huſbands, both in the fleſh and ſpirit. In like 
manner, exhort my brethren, in the name of Je- 
ſus Chriſi, that they love their wives, even as the 
LorD the church. „If any man can remain in a 
virgin ſtate, to the honour of Chrift, let him re- 
main, without boaſting: but if he boaſt, he is 
undone. It becomes al ſuch as marry, whether 
men or women, to come together with the con- 
ſent of the biſhop, that ſo their marriage may be 
according to godlineſs, and not in Juſt. Let all 
things be done to the honour of Gopb.* | 


6. HEARKEN unto the biſhop, that Gop alſo 
may hearken unto you. Labour with one ano- 
ther; contend together, run together, ſuffer to- 
an ; fleep together, and riſe er agg as the 
ſtewards, and aflefſors, and miniſters of Gop. 
Pleaſe Him under whom ye war; and from whom 
| ye receive your wages. Let none of you be found 
| a deſerter; but let your baptiſm remain, as your 
| arms; your faith as your helmet; your love, ap 
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put ſpear; your patience, as your whole armour, 
your works be your depoſitum, that ſo you 
may receive a ſuitable reward. Be long-ſuffering 
towards each other in meekneſs; as Gop is to- 
wards you. Let me have joy of you in all things, 


7. Now foraſmuch as the church of Autioch in 


Syria, is in peace through your prayers; I have . 


been the more comforted and without care in Gop; 
if ſo be that by ſuffering, I ſhall attain'unto Gop; 
that through your prayers I may be found a diſ- 
ciple of Chri/ff. It will be fit, O moſt worthy Po- 
hycarp, to chuſe one who is patient of labour; that 
he may be the meſſenger of Gop: and that going 
unto Dia, he may glorify your inceſſant love, 
to the praiſe of Chr il. chriſtian has not the 


power of himſelf; but muſt be always at leiſure 


for God's ſervice. Now this work is both God's 

"and your's; when ye ſhall have perfected it. For 

I truſt thro' the grace of Gop ye are ready to 

2 good work that is fitting for you in the 
RD, ' 


8. I Have not been able to write to all the 
churches, becauſe I muſt ſuddenly fail from Treas 


to Neapalis; (for ſo is the command of thoſe to 


whoſe pleaſure I am ſubject;) do you write to the 
Churches that are near you, that they alſo ut do 
in like manner. I falute all by name; particularly 
the wife of Epitropus, with all her houſe, and chil- 
dren. I falute Attalus my well-beloved. I falute 
him, who ſhall be thought worthy to be ſent by 
you into Syria. Let grace be ever with him, and 
with Polycarp who ſends him. I wiſh you all 
happineſs in our Gop, Jeu Chrift; in whom 
continue in the unity, and protection of Gon. 
Farewel in the Lok b. 
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Martyrdom 
s. IGNATIUS. 


7 W HEN Trajan came to the Raman Em- 


pire; Ignatius, the diſciple of St. Jahn 

the Apoſtle, a man in all things like 

unto the Apoſtles, govern'd the church of Autiach 

with all care. Who being ſcarcely able to eſcape 

the ſtorms of perſecution under Domitian, as a 

governor, by the helm of prayer and faſting, 

the conſtancy of his doctrine and ſpiritual la- 

bour, withſtood the raging floods; fearing leſt they 

ſhould fink thoſe who- either wanted courage, or 
were not well grounded in the faith. | 


2, WHEREFORE this being at preſent ſome- 
what abated, he rejoiced greatly at the tranquillity 
of his church: yet was troubled as to himſelf, that 
be had not attain'd to the pitch of a perfect diſ- 
dple. For he thought, that the confeſſion which 
5 made by martyrdom, would bring him to a yet 
more intimate union with the LoxD. Wherefore. 
Untinuing a few years longer with the church, 

H 2. - and 


I 68 The MARTYRDOM of © 


| and as a divine lamp, iuminating the_ hearts of 
the faithful by the expoſition of the Holy Scriptures, 
he attained to what he had deſired. 


3. Fox Trajan in the nineteenth year of his 
empire, being lifted up with his victory over the 
Sqythians and Dacians, and many other nations; 

and thinking that the conqueſt of the chriſtians 
was yet wanting to his abſolute and univerſal do- 
minion; obliged all ſuch as lived religiouſly, either 
to ſacrifice or to die. Wherefore our brave ſol- 
dier of Chriſs, being in fear for the church of An- 
tioch, was voluntarily brought before Trajan; who 
was at that time there, on his way to Armenia, 

and the Parthians, againſt whom he was haſten- 

ing. . | 


4. BRING come into the preſence of the em- 
peror Trajan; the emperor aſked him, bat a 
Torcked wretch art thou, thus to tranſgreſs our com- 
mands, and to perſwade. others alſa to ds likewiſe, 
to their deſtructien? Ignatius anſwered; No one 
ought to call Theophorus wicked ; foraſmuch as 
| all wicked ſpirits are departed far from the ſer- 
| ' wants of GoD. But if becauſe I am à trouble to 
| thoſe evil-ſpirits, thou calleſt me wicked, I . the 
| charge: fer having within me Chriſt the Heaven) 
King, I difſobve all the ſnares of the devils, 

3 5. TRAJAN reply'd: And who is Theophorus? 
4 Ignat. He who hath Chriſt in his breaft. Trajan. 
And do not we ſeem to thee to have the Gods with 
us, who fight fer us againſt gur enemies? Ignat. 
Ye err, in that ye call * evil-ſpirits of the heathens, 

ods. For there is but One Gop, who mad 
Lak and earth, and the fea, and all that are in 
them: and Oxe JEsUs CHRIST bis only begotte! 


Sen; whoſe kingdom may I enjoy. 


AQ > >, 


6. TRA 
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6. TRAJAN. His kingdom you ſay, who was cru- 
cified under Pontius Pilate, Ignat. His who cru- | 
afed my fin, with the inventor. of it; and has put | 
all the deceit and malice of the devil under the feet f | 
thoſe wha carry Him in their heart. Trajan. Dei 
thou then carry Him who was crucified within thee? 
Ignat. I do: for it is written, I will dwell in them, 
and walk in them. Then Trajan pronounced this 
ſentence againſt him, Foraſmuch as Ignatius hath 
confeſſed that he carries within himſelf Him that was 
crucified, we command that he be carried bound to 
the great Rome, there to be thrown to the beaſts, for 
the entertainment of the people. 


7. WHEN the holy martyr heard this he cry'd 
out with joy, I thank Thee, O Los, that 
haft vouchſafed to honour me with a perfect love to- 
q wards Thee; and haſt made me to be put in iron 
a bonds with thy Apgſile Paul. Having faid this, he 
with Joy put on his bonds: and having firſt pray'd 
b for the church, and commended it with tears unto 
Ve the LoxD; he was hurried away, like a choice 
„am, the leader of a good flock, by the brutiſh 
Fe ſoldiers, in order to his being carried to Rome, 


„ | there to be devoured by the blood-thirſty beaſts. 


ly 8. WHEREFORE with much readineſs, out of 
his defire to ſuffer, he left Antioch, and came to 
Seleucia; from whence he was to fail. . And after 
a great deal of toil, being come to Smyrna, he left- 
the ſhip with great gladneſs, and haſten'd to ſee- 
the holy Palycarp his fellow-ſcholar, who was bi- 1 
thop there: Far they had both of them been the- 1 
diſciples of St. Jahn. ur” 


> - Z 1 — 


— 


—— 2 
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9. BEING brought to him, he intreated firſt 1 
the whole church (tor the churches of Aſia attend- 1 
ed this holy man by their biſhops and prieſts, and 
deacons, it by any means they might receive ſome 
A- | 1 part i 
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part of his ſpiritual gift:) but more particular| 
Polycarp, to contend with Gop in his behalf; 
that being ſuddenly taken by the beaſts from the 
world, he might appear before the face of Chriſt. 
And to return a recompence to the churches, he 
ſent letters of thanks to them, which diſtill'd ſpi- 
ritual grace, with prayer and exhortation. 


10. AND having ſtrengthened ſuch of the bre- 
thren at Rome as were againſt his martyrdom, by 
his epiſtle, ſetting fail from Smyrna, he came to 
Treas: from whence, being brought to Neapolis, 
he paſſed by Philippi thro Macedonia, and that 


part of Epirus which is next to Epidamnus. Hav- 
ing found a ſhip in one of the ſea-ports, he ſailed: 


and paſting by ſeveral iſlands and cities, at length 


faw Puteoli. Which being ſhew'd to the holy 
man, he haften'd to go forth, being deſirous to 
walk from thence, in the way that Paul the Apo- 
ſtle had gone. But a violent wind ariſing, and 
driving on the ſhip, would not ſuffer him fo to do: 


wherefore commending the love of the brethren 


in that place, he fail'd forward. 


11. AND the wind continuing favourable to us, 
in one day and a night, we indeed were unwil- 
lingly hurried on, as ſorrowing to think of being 
ſeparated from the holy martyr: but to him it hap- 
pen'd, according to his wiſh, that he might go the 
fooner out of the world, and attain unto the 
Lord whom he loved. Wherefore failing into 
the Roman port, and thoſe impure ſports being al- 
moſt at an end, the ſoldiers began to be offended 
at our ſlowneſs; but the biſhop with great joy 
complied with their haſtineſs. 


12. BEING therefore ſoon forced away from the 
port, we met the brethren; who were full of 
fear and joy: for they rejoiced in that Gop __ 

| | vouch- 
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vouchſafed them the company of Theephorus; but 
were afraid, when they conſider'd, that ſuch an 
one was brought thither to die. Some of theſe he 
commanded to hold their peace, who were the 
moſt zealous for 2 * * ſaid; That they 


aul appeaſe the hey ſhould not 40 . 
the deftruttion of the ft: 4 bw: — 
this by the gpl, 0 them that they woul 


ſhew a true love to him; and perſuading them not 
to envy him who was haſtening unto the Logp. 
And fo, all the brethren kneeling down, he pray'd 
to the Son of Gop in behalf of the churches; 
that He would put a ſtop to the perſecution, and 
continue the love of the brethren towards each 
other; which being done, he was with all haſte 
led into the amphi-theatre, and ſpeedily thrown 
in, the end of the ſpectacles being at hand. Thus 
was he deliver'd to the cruel beaſts, that ſo the 
deſire of the holy r might be accompliſh'd; 
u_ „That he might not be burthenſome to 

of the brethren, by the gathering of his relicks: 
> — the greater and harder of his bones re- 
mained, which were carried to Antioch. 


13. Tavs this valiant — of Cbriſ trod 
under foot the devil, and ed the _— he 
had deſired, in Chri 7 Je on our LoRD; by whom, 
and with rl, 11 gory. and power, be to the 


Father, with the bleſſed T7 @ for ever and ever.. 


Amen! j 6 


An ExTRACT from the 
EPISTLE 
OF THE: . 
CHURCH of Smyrna 


Concerning the 


Maztyrvom 


8 POLYCARDP. 


The 2 of Gon which is at Smyrna, 
to the church of Gop which is at Phi- 
ladelphia; and to all the other afſemblies 
F the holy catholick church, in every 
place; mercy, peace, and love from Gop 
the Father, and our LoRD Jeſus Chritt, 
be multiplied... 


E have written to you, brethren, of the 

V V other martyrs, but eſpecially the bleſ- 
ſed Poon who by his ſufterings- 

* an end to the perſecution. 


2. GER 


* 
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2. GERMANICUs ftrengthen'd thoſe that fear'd, 
by his patience; and fought gloriouſly with the 
beaſts. For when the Proconſul would have per- 
ſuaded him to conſider his age, and ſpare himfelf; 
he pull'd the wild beaſt to him, and provoked 


him, being deſirous quickly to be delivered from 


a wicked and unjuſt world. Upon this, the 3 
multitude cried out, Away with the atheifts: let 
Polycarp be laat d out. 


23. Tax one named 9; Quintus, , ing the beaſts, 
was afraid. This was he who forced himſelf and 
ſome others, to preſent themſelves of their own ac- 
cord, to the trial. Him the Proconſul perſuaded” to 
frrexr and ſacrifice. For which cauſe, brethren, 
we do not commend thoſe who offer themſelves 


to perſecution; ſeeing the goſpel teaches no . 


thing. 


4. POLYCARP, when he firſt heard that he 


was call'd for, was not at all concern'd; but re- 
folv'd to tarry in the city. | Nevertheleſs, he was 
at laſt perſuaded to go out of it. He departed 
therefore into a village, not far diſtant, and there 
tarried with a few; doing nothing night and day, 
but praying for all men, Fr for the churches that 
were in the world. And as he was praying, he 
faw a viſion three days before he was taken; and 
behold, the pillow under his head feem'd to him 
on fire. Whereupon, turning to thoſe that were 
* him, he faid artes ; 1 mi be burnt 
alive. 


5. WHEN thoſe who were to take him drew 
near, he departed into another village; and imme- 
diately they came thither. And when they found 
him not, they ſeized upon two young men: one 
of which, being tormented, confeſs'd. So the of- 


ficer, Hered by name, haſten'd; that Polycarp 
| might 
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might receive his portion, being made partaker of 


6. Fux ſerjeants therefore and horſemen taking 
the young lad with them, departed about ſupper- 
time, any Friday; about the cloſe of the even- 
ng, * him lying down in a little upper 
room. hen he heard that they were come to 
the houſe, he went down and ſpake to them. 
Then preſently he ordered, that there ſhould be 
ſomewhat got ready for them, that they might cat 
and drink: deſiring them withal, that they would 

ive him one hour's liberty, to pray without di- 
bance. And when they hat permitted him, 
he ſtood praying, being full of the grace of Gop; 
ſo that he ceaſed not for two whole hours: inſo- 


much, that many of the ſoldiers began to repent, 


they were come out. 


7. As ſoon as he had done his prayer, in which 
he remember'd all men, whether little or great, 
honourable or obſcure, that had at any time heen 
acquainted with bim; and with them the whole 
catholick church; the time being come to depart, 
the guards ſet him upon an aſs, and brought him 
into the city, being the day of the great ſabbath. 
Hered, with his father Nicetes, met him in a cha- 
riot, And having taken him up to them, and 
ſet him in a chariot, they began to perſuade him 
faying, hat harm is there in it, to ſay, Lord 
Cæſar, and ſacrifice, and ſo be ſafe? But Polycarp, 
at firſt, anſwered: them not: whereupon they con- 
tinuing to urge him, he ſaid, I ſhall not do what 
you would perſuade me to. So being out of all hope 
of prevailing, they firſt ſpake bitter words; and 
then with violence threw him out of the cha- 
riot; inſomuch that he hurt his thigh with the 
fall. But he not turning back, went on readily 
with all diligence, as if he had received no Nan! 

1 
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and ſo was brought to the liſts, where there was- 
ſo great a tumult, that no body could be heard. 


8. As he was going into the liſts, there came 
+ a voice from heaven to him; Be frong, Polycarp, 
and quit 4 like a man. No one faw who it 
was that ſpake to him; but the voice many of 
our brethren heard. As he was brought in, there 
was a great diſturbance when they heard that 
Polycarp was taken. And when he came near, 
the Proconſul aſked him, /Fhether he was Poly- 
carp? Who confefling that he was; he perſuaded 
him to deny the faith, ſaying, Reverence thy old 
age, ſwear by Cafar's fortune. Repent and ſay; 
Take away the wickes, Then Polycarp, looking 
with a ſtern countenance upon the whole multi- 
tude, that was gathered together in the liſts, and 
' ſhaking his hand at them, looked unto heaven, 
and proaning, ſaid, Take away the wicked. But 
the Proconſul, inſiſting and faying, Swear, and I 
will ſet thee at liberty; reproach Chriſt Polycarp 
replied, Eighty and fix years have I now ſerved 
Chriſt, and He has never done me the leaft wrong : 
How then can I blaſpheme my King and my Saviour? 


9. WHEN the Proconſul till inſiſted, faying, 
Swear by the genius of Cæſar. He anſwered, See- 
ing theu art ſo urgent with me that I ſhould ſwear, 
as thou calP jt it, by the genius of Cæſar, ſeeming as 
if thou didft not know what I am; hear me ores 
profeſfing, that I am a Chriftian. If thou defireſt 
an account tuſmt chriſtianity is; appoint a day, and 
thou ſhalt hear it. The Proconſul replied, Per- 
fuade the people. Polycarp anſwered, Te thee have 
[ offered to give a reaſon of my faith: For ſo are we 
taught to pay all due homeur, (ſuch only. excepted as 
would be hurtful to ourſelves) to the powers and 
arthorities which are ordain'd of GoD. But for the 


People, 
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people, I gſteem them not worthy, that 1 FE give 
an account of my faith ta them. 


10. Tux Proconſul continued, and ſaid, I have 
wild beaſts ready; to thoſe I will caſt thee except thou 
repent. He anſwer'd, Call for them then: for we 

Grit ans are fix'd in our 2 not to 2 from 

to evil, The Proconſul added; Seeing thou de- 
75 the wild beaſts, I will cauſe thee to be devoured 
by fire, unleſs Thou fhalt repent. Polycarp anſwer- 
ed, T hou threatneft me with fire which burns for an 
hour; 3 but knowe/t not the fire 4 that eternal puniſh- 
ment, which is reſerved for the ungedly. But why 
tarrieft thou? Bring forth + what thou wilt, 


II. THe Proconſul then ſent his cryer into the 
middle of the liſts, to proclaim three times; Paly- 
car hath confeſſed him 0 to be a Chriſtian. Which 
being done, the whole multitude both of the Gen- 
tiles 1 the Zews, being full of fury, cried out 
with a loud voice; This zs the Doctor of Aſia; the 
Father of the Chriſtians, and the overthrotuer of our 
gods, He that hath taught ſo many not to ſacrifice, 
nor pay any worſhip to the gods. And ſaying this, 
they cried out with one — that * 7 
ſhould be burnt alive. 


12. This was done with greater ſpeed than it 
was ſpoke; the whole multitude inſtantly gather- 
ing together wood, and agg out of the ſhops 
- baths: the Fews eſpecially, with all readineſs 

When the fewel was ready Polycarp laid 
aſide ae 1 his upper ents. This being done, 
they preſently put Tout him ſuch things as were 
neceſſary to prepare the fire. But when they 
would have nailed him to the ſtake, he faid, Let 
me alone as I am: For He who has given me ftrength 
to endure the fire, will alſo enable me, without your 


ſecuring 


S. PoLYCARP. 77 
ſecuring me by nails, to fland without moving in the 


pile, 


13. WHEREFORE: they did not nail him, but 
only tied him to it. But he having put his hands 
behind him, and being bound as a ram choſen out 
of a great-flock,. for a burnt-ſacrihee, acceptable 
unto G look'd up to heaven, and faid, O Lox D 


ledge of T hee; the GOD of angels and powy 
ers, nd of #very creature, and eſperially of the whole 
race of juft men who live in thy preſence! I give 
Thee hearty thanks, that thou haſt vouchſafed to bring 
me to this day, and to this hour; that I ſhould have 
a part in the number of thy martyrs, in the cup off 
thy Chriſt, to the reſurrection of eternal life, both 
ef foul and body, in the incorruption of the Holy 
Ghoft. Among which may I be accepted this day 
before Thee, as an acceptable ſacrifice» For this, 
and for all things elſa, I praiſe Thee, I bleſs Ther, 
| I glorify T hee, by the eternal, and heavenly Highs 
prieft, Jeſus Chriſt thy beloved Sen; with then to 
ö T hee and the Holy Ghoft, be glory both now, and to 
ö all ſucccediug ages. Amen! 


14. HE had no ſooner pronounced aloud, Amen, 
and finiſh'd his prayer, but they who were ap- 
pointed to be his executioners, lighted the fire. 
And when the flame began to blaze to a very 
great heighth, behold the flame making a kind of 
ach, like the fail of a ſhip filled with the wind, 
encompaſſed, as in a circle, the body of the holy 


martyr. , 

15. Thosk wicked men ſeeing that his body 
was not conſumed by the fire, commanded the 
decutioner to go near to him, and ſtrike his dag- 
zer in him: which was accordingly done. The 
Vol. 1 I | cen- 
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centurion then put his body into the midſt of the [ 
fire, and fo conſum'd it. ; 


16. SUCH was the paſſion of the bleſſed Poly- 
carp; who is yet had in memory of all men: in- 
ſomuch that he is ſpoken of, by the very Gentiles 
themſelves; as having been not only an eminent 
teacher, but a glorious martyr. hoſe death all 
deſire to imitate, as having been every way con- 
formable to the goſpel of Chrift. For having by 
patience overcome the unjuſt governor, and fo re- 
ceived the crown of immortality; he now together 
with the Apoſtles, and all other righteous men, 
who have gone before, with great triumph, glo- 
rifies Gop even the Father; and bleſſes our Lok n, 
the governor both of our fouls and bodies, and 
ſhepherd of the catholick church which is over all 
the earth. | 


17. WE wiſh you, brethren, all happineſs; by 
living according to the rule of the goſpel of Jeſus 
Chrift: with whom glory be to the Father, and 
the Holy Spirit, for the ſalvation of his choſen 

ſaints. After whoſe example the bleſſed Polycarp 
ſuffer d; at whoſe feet may we be found in the 
kingdom of Feſus Chrift. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Thebais, about the year of our LORD 
301, when Diocleſian and Maximian 


were in poſſeſſi 75 on of the empire 
2. WHOEVER it was that forft ſeaſen'd this hely 


veſſel of mercy with the heavenly odour of drvine grace, 
it jeems plain from theſe very hemilies, that he was 
educated like Timothy, in the holy ſcriptures: and 
that his acquaintance with thoſe ſacred Writings Was 
not merely literal or fpeculative, but that it was a 
true and prattical knowledge, able to ſave his ſoul: 

for whatever things he ſpoke or torote, came from him- 
ſelf, and were (as we are inform d of the writings 
of the late doctor Henry More) purely the genuine 
emanations bf his own mind, a deſcription of his 
own heart and ſoul. 


IVE Tie, was born in the province of 


3- So remarkable above his years was' the progreſs 
he had made by that time he was thirty, that he 
was called out of mere r 7 75 the young old Man. 
4t forty he age was he honour d from above with 
the gifts of healing, and by the church on earth with 
the degree of Preſbyter. 


I 3 4. Nor 
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4. Nor were the 2 ours of heaven, or the bo- 
nours of the church beflow'd in 3 upon him: the 
» oſuceeſs 7 his nunifration, as Preſbyter, immediately 
_ NERD for about this time, viz. an. dom. 341, in 
reign of Valens the emperor, a florm of perfeeu- 
tion was rais'd by Lucius the Arian, which rag d to 
that degree, as even to exceed the perſecutions FA the 
Pagans. Ut began with the moſt infamous aſſaults 
_ virgins, and perſons of nate and character in the 
urch for chaſtity. It proceeded to the baniſhment 
of citi eus, to wreeks, ſlaughters and flames: by means 
of which chriſtians were deſtroy'd without number. 
And to drop other fęrticulars, at his command our 
boly Egyptian, together with others of the holy fathers, 
were baniſhed and tranſported into a certain ifland, 
where they ſoon converted all the — their 
Pagan a to the faith and wo of the 
true Gop. 


5. His /ettled ode was generally after this , as 
indeed it was before 7 in Scetis. Here did he preſide 
lite another Samuel, auer the colleges and ſchools of 
the prophets ; ſuperintendling not merely the common or 
inferior monks, but the very heads or governors amongit 
them. His fir/t ſettling here was at the age of thirty, 
where off and on he ſpent ſixiy years; during which 
time he thoroughly acquainted himſelf with all the ex- 
ertiſes of religious ſolitude. 


6. HAviNG thus ſervd his maſter faithfully for 
ninety years, he was received up into the reward of his 
labours. He died on the 15th of Jan. an. dom. 391- 
Thus lived, and thus died the great Macarius of 
Egypt, if he can ſo properly be ſaid ta die, whoſe 
very — NS in the was a conſtant death to this pre- 
ſent evil world; and conſequently whoſe rele:ſe from 
the corruptible body that preſſeth down the ſoul, 
muſt evidently be an advantage to that angelic fe, 


hi 60 he ſo early had begun to experience in thi ney 
taber- 


* 
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tabernacle, But nottuirhſfanding this his death, hit 
name will live, and Go be glorified, an his accounts 


both in heaven and carth.. 


— 
”2 


7. THERE ts viſibly to be diſtinguiſbed in our au- 
thor, a rich ſublime and noble vein of piety, but that 
perfectly, ſerious, ſober, and unaffetted; natural and 
lively, but ſedate and deep withal. hatever he in- 

us upon is efſential, is durable, is neceſſary. What 
he continually labours to cultivate in himſelf and others 
is, The real life of GoD-in the heart and ſouly that 

kingdom of Gop, which confifts in righteouſneſs, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. He is ever 
 quickening and 5 rring up his audience, endeauouring 
ta kindle in them a ſteady zeal, an earneſt deſire, 
and inflam'd ambition, to recover that divine 1 
we were made in; to be made conformable te Chriſt 
our head; to be daily ſenſible more and more of our 
living union with Him as ſuch; and diſcovering it, 
as occaſion requires, in all the genuine Fruits of an 
holy life and converſation, in Lach a victorious faith 
as overcomes the world, and working by love, is 
ever fulfilling the whole law of GOD. He ſeems 
indeed never ta be eaſy, but either in the height, er 
breadth, or length of divine love, or at leaf? in the 


depths of bumility. TY 64 N | 
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Howily L 


An allegor: cal explication of the vifion de- 
 ferib'd in the prophet EZEKIEL. 


a viſion from Gop, full of glory, made 

a oy of it, 2 committed it to 
writing; a viſion full of myſteries ſurpaſſing utter- 
ance. Sh or the ſaw in a olain the 25 of the 
Cherubims, four ſpiritual living creatures: each of 
which had four diſtinct faces: ane the face of a 
hon, another that of an eagle, the third of an 
ox, and the laſt the face of a man. To every 
face there were wings, ſo that there were no hin- 


der 


x. T HE bleſſed. prophet Ezekiel hiving ſeen 


2» 


all. Their necks were full of 


without any hinder part or 


ee 1 vo & » 


— 


Tur Homulies of Macarius, 85 


der parts to any of them, nor any thing behind at 
eyes, and their bel- 
lies in like manner were thick ſet with eyes: nei- 
ther was there any one part about them at all free 
from eyes. There were alſo wheels to every face, 
a wheel within a wheel, And the Spirit was in the 
wheels. And he ſaw as it were the likeneſs of a 


man, and under his feet as it were a work of ſa- 


m_ And the chariot bore the Cherubims, and 
—  — 
— ould go, it was ſtraight for- 
— 2 


the hand of a man ſupporting and carrying. 


2. Aup his that the Prophet faw, was true and 
certain. But the thing it ſignified, or ſhadow'd 
forth before hand, was a matter ious and di- 


| any 
part in her but what is full of theſe ſpiritual eyes 
of light: that is, there is no part in her darkned: 


but entirely wrought into light and ſpirit, 
an is all over full of es, having no hinder 


3. Ax as the fun is 
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out bedeckt with light, without the leaſt variety | 
of parts; or as the light is all over of an exact 
likeneſs with itſelf, and admits of no diſtinction of 
firſt or laſt: ſo the ſoul that is throughly illumi- 
nated by the inexpreſſible beauty of the. glory of 
the light of the face of Chr, and. partakes of the 
Holy Spirit in perfection, and is thought . worthy 
to become the manſion and the throne of Gon, 
becomes all eye, all light, and all face, and all 
glory, and all ſpirit, Crit Himſelf who governs 
and drives, and carries and ſupports her, thus pre- 

paring her, and thus ing and adorning her 
with ſpiritual beauty. For the hand (faith the text) 
of a man was under the Cherub : becauſe He it is 


that rideth in her, and directs her way. 


4. Bor another way, it is applied to the church 
of the ſaints in Heaven. And as it is ſaid that the 
living creatures were exceeding high, full of eyes, 
and that it was impoſſible for any one to compre- 
hend the number of the eyes, or the heighth; and 
as to behold and wonder at the ftars in Heaven 
was piven to. all men, but to know or ebend 
the number of them was not given ſo may I affirm 
alſo of the church of the ſaints in Heaven, that to 
enter in and enjoy it, is granted to all that will but 
ſtrive; but to know and comprehend the exact 
number there, is reſerv'd for Gop alone. 


5. Tae Rider therefore is carried: about in this 
chariot, and throne of living creatures that are all 
eye, or in other words, by every particular ſoul 
that is once become his throne or ſeat, and is per- 
fect eye and light, he having placed. Himſelf there- 
on, and governing it with the reins. of the Spirit, 
and directing her in the way, as He ſees beſt. For 
as the ſpiritual living creatures went not whither 
they were willing of themſelves, but at the diſcre- 
tion and pleaſurg of Him that fat upon 1 
| ir 
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directed the way: thus alſo does the ſame Perſon 


hold the reins, drive and conduct the foul by his 


Spirit. Thus do they take their courſe even in 
Heaven, not when they pleaſe, or as they are in- 
clin'd themſelves. And when this body 1s thrown 
off, He ſtill manages the reins, and orders every 


motion of the ſoul in wiſdom. And again when- 


ever He pleaſeth, He cometh into the body, and 
into the thoughts of the heart; and when He 
pleaſes, into the ends of the earth, and diſcovers 
to her myſteries without a veil. O the noble, and 
good, and only true Charioteer ! Thus too ſhall 
our very bodies be honoured in the reſurrection, 


the ſoul being thus glorified, and mixing with the 


Spirit in this preſent life. But the foul which fill 
lives in the darkneſs of fin, belongs not to the 


body of light : but is indeed the — of darkneſs, 


and ſtill fides with the ſaction of 


eſs. They 


only that have the life of light, that is, the 


power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, belong to the light. The ſoul 
in itſelf is a creature intellectual, and beautiful, 
and great, and wonderful, and a noble likeneſs 


and image of Gop. And it was thro' the tranſ- 


ereflion, that the affections of darkneſs gain'd en- 


trance into it. 


6. IT remains then that whatſoever the foul 
mixes with, the ſame is it united to in every mo- 
tion of the will. If therefore it has the light of 
Gop within itſelf, and liveth therein, it belong- 
eth to the light of reſt: or if it has the darkneſs 
of ſin, it inherits condemnation. But the foul 
that is defirous to live with Gop, in reſt and light 
eternal, ought to come to Chrift the true high- 
prieſt, to be flain and become dead to the world, 
and to its former life of darkneſs, and be remov'd 
to another life altogether divine. 4 , 


7. As 
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7. As a perfor: that is dead in a city, neither 
| hears the voice of them that inhabit it, nor any 
ſounds whatever; but is diſpos'd of in ſome other 
place, where no- voices and cries of that city come: 
ſo the ſoul, after it is once flain and dead in that 
city of corrupt affections, where it lives at preſent 
and. converles, hears: no more within itſelf, the 
clamour. and buſtle of the ſpirits of darkneſs; but 
is tranſlated into the city of goodneſs and peace, 
into the city of the light of the Godhead, and 
there it lives and hears, and there it is wholly ta- 
ken up, and talks, and reaſons, and there does 
it work the works that are ſpiritual, and worthy 
of Gon. | | 


8. Lr us therefore pray that we may be ſlain 
by his power, and become dead to the world of 
the wickedneſs of darkneſs, and receive the life of 
the heavenly Spirit, and be tranſlated from the evil 
ſtate of darkneis into the light of Chit, and be 
refreſhed in life to all ages. 


9. SIN detains and ſtops and hinders the ſoul, 
that it ſhould not come near to Gon and carry 
off the victory. But where the Lord Himſelf 
takes the reins of the ſoul into his hands, that 
perſon never fails of victory, becauſe He ſxilfully 
governs and directs the chariot of the ſoul, into an 
heavenly and divine ſenſe at all times. For nei- 
ther doth He war againſt ſin, but as He hath the 
ſupreme power in Himſelf, He works Himſelf the 
victory. 


10. Tre Cherubims then are driven not whi- 
ther they are inclined of themſelves to go, but 
the way which He that holds the reins directs. 
Which way ſocver He is willing, there it is they 
go, and He carrics them. For there was (faith the 


text) under them, the hand of a man. The Flew 
wit 
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ſouls are led and directed in their — by the 
Spirit of Chri/t, guiding them where He pleaſes: 
ſometimes into heavenly contemplation; ſome- 
times into temporal things: where his pleaſure is, 
there do they wait upon Him. 


11. Do thou therefore who heareſt theſe things, 
look well to thyſelf, whether thou art poſſeſs'd of 
them in thy-own foul. And if thou art not, thou 
oughteſt to have continual grief and forrow of 
heart, and anxicty, as one ſeparated hitherto by 
death, from the kingdom. And as one that is 
wounded, cry to Lone without intermiſſion, 
and aſk in faith, that He would make thee alſo: 
worthy of this true life. 


12. Fox as the body is not ſupplied from its 
own nature with meat, drink, and cloathing, 
but has the univerſal ſupply of life from without, 
being quite naked of itſelf; ſo the foul cannot at- 
tain to everlaſting life, from its own nature, but 
from the divine nature; from his ſpirit, from his 
light it is maintain'd in fpirituat meat and drink, 
and the heavenly cloathing, which are the life of 
the foul, For the divine nature contains in it 
the very. bread of life, and the living water, and' 
the 22e which cheareth the heart of man, and he 
ol of gladneſs, and the whole variety of the food 
of the heavenly ſpirit, and the heavenly robes of: 
light, which are of Gop. In theſe doth the eter- 
nal life of the ſoul conſiſt. Wo to the body, when 


it ſhall ſtand upon the bottom of its own nature, 


becauſe it corrupts and dies! And wo to the ſoul, 
if that ſhall preſume upon the ſtrength of its na- 
fure, and truſt to nothing, but its own works, 
not having the fellowſhip of the divine Spirit, be- 
cauſe it dies of courſe, not being thought worthy 
of the eternal life of the Godhead. 


Vox. I. WT "a Is 
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13. Ir therefore thou art become the throne of 
Gop, and the heavenly Charioteer hath ſeated 
Himſelf upon thee, ned. thy foul is become all 
over a ſpiritual eye; and thou art nouriſh'd with 
that food of the Spirit, and haſt been made to 
drink of the living water, and art cloath'd with the 
garments of light; lo, then thou Kveſt indeed, 
even the life which is truly eternal: thy ſoul bein 
at reſt with the LoxD; lo, thou art in aQtuil 
poſſeſſion, and haſt receiv'd theſe things from the 
LoRD in truth, that thou mighteſt hve the true 
life. But if thou art conſcious to thyſelf of no- 
thing of all this, lament, and grieve, and mourn. 
becauſe as yet thou haſt not any ſhare of the ſpi- 


ritual and eternal riches, neither haſt receiv'd the 
true life. 


134. Br in pain therefore, and intreat the Loxp 
night and day, becauſe thou art ſunk into the ca- 
lamitous poverty of fin. But wou'd to Gop that 
any had a quick ſenſe of this pain, by reaſon of 
this their want! And that we might not live on 
in ſecurity, as if we were full! Becauſe he that is 
troubled in good earneſt, and ſeeketh and prayeth 
to the LokD without ceaſing, ſhall ſoon obtain 
redemption and the heavenly riches, as the Lox p 
hath ſaid in the parable with relation to the un- 
juſt judge and the widow, Hero much more ſhall 
God avenge them that cry to him night and day? 1 
fell you of a truth that He will avenge them ſpeedily. 
To whom be glory and-power, for ages! Amen. 
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Homily II. 


That Gop alcne is able to deliver us out 
of the bondage of the wicked ruler. 


veſt us of the old man, becauſe He alone 
is able to take away fin from us, they being ſtron- 
ger than us, that have taken us captive, and detain 
us priſoners in their own kingdom. But He hath 
promis'd to reſcue us from this fore bondage. As 
when the ſun ſhines, and the wind blows, the ſun 
indeed hath a diſtin nature of his own, and the 
wind likewiſe another nature; and yet no man is 
able to make an actual ſeparation of the wind from 
the ſun, unleſs Gop alone ſhall make the wind to 
ceaſe, that it may blow no longer: even ſo is fin 
blended with the foul, altho' retain their own 
nature. It is impoſſible therefore to ſeparate the 
ſoul from fin, unleſs Gop make a calm, and put a 
ſtop to this evil wind, which dwelleth in the foul 
and body. 


=Þ I. us beſeech Gov, that He wou'd di- 


2. AxD again, as a man that ſees a bird flying, 


may deſire alſo to fly himſelf, but not having wings, 
it is impoſſible he ſhou'd fly: Juſt ſo a man may 
be willing to be pure, and without blame, and 
without ſpot, and to be always with Gop; but 
he has not wherewithal to compaſs it. He is wil- 
ling to fly up into the divine air, and into the li- 
berty of the Holy Spirit: but unleſs he receive 
wings for his purpoſe, he can never do it. 
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3. LET us therefore beſeech Gop that he wou'd 
give us the wings of the deve, his Holy Spirit, that 
o we may fly to Him, and be at ret, and that He 
wou'd ſeparate the evil wind, and cauſe it to ceaſe - 
from us both in ſoul and body. For He only is 
able to bring it to .paſs. . It is anly te Lamb of 
God that taketh away the fin of the world. He a- 
lone it is that hath ſhew'd this mercy to them that 
believe in Him, that they are redeemed from fin. 
And for thoſe that wait for Him, and hope in 
Him, and ſeek after Him, will He work this un- 
ſpeakable ſalvation. | 


4. As in a dark and cloudy night a boiſterous 
wind blows, and ſearches, and ſhakes every plant 
and ſeed: ſo man alſo, when he is fallen under 
the power of the devil, and is in the midſt of the 
_ and darkneſs, is ruffled, and ſhock'd, and 
toſs'd about, by the dreadful wind of fin that 
blows. It moreover ſearches his whole nature, his 
foul, his thoughts and mind. And all the mem- 
bers of his body ſhare in the commotion, and no- 

thing is left free from it, neither is there the leaſt 
part either of foul or body, but what ſuffers from 
the fin that dwelleth in us. There' is alfo the day 
of light, and the divine wind of the Holy Spirit, 
that breath upon fouls, and refreſhes them that 
are in the light; and pierces thro the-whole ſub- 
ſtance of the ſoul and its thoughts, and withal 

ently fans and refreſhes all the members of the 
body, with divine and inexpreſſible reſt. 


5. Tur Lord hath alſo put on them the -rai- 
ment of the kingdom of light, ſurpaſſing all de- 
ſcription, the garments of faith, of hope, of love, 
of joy, of peace, of goodneſs, of kindneſs, and all 
the other robes of light and life, the divine, liv- 
mg robes of that reſf which is unſpeakable; that 


as Gop Himfelf is love, and joy, and vgs. =_ 
| 1nd- 


| 
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kindneſs, and goodneſs, ſo may the new man be 


thro” grace. 


6. AND as the kingdom of darkneſs and fin are 
hid in the ſoul, until the day of the reſurrection, 


at which time the very bodies alſo of ſinners ſhall 


be cover'd over, with the darkneſs which lies now 
hid in the ſoul: Thus alſo doth the kingdom of 
light now enlighten, and reign in the ſoul of the 
ſaints ; but is pid from the eyes of men, till the 
day of the reſurrection, at which time the body 
itlelf ſhall be cover'd and glorified by the light 
of the LoRD, that the body may reign together 
with the ſoul, which even now is actually re- 


freſh'd, and enlightened with the light eternal. 


Glory be to his mercies and tender compaſſion, 
for that he hath pity on his ſervants, and enlight- 


neth, and delivereth them out of the kingdom of 
darkneſs, and vouchſafes his own light to them, 
and his own kingdom: To whom be glory and 


power, for ages! Amen. 


Hon fir III. 


Chriſtians ought to go over the courſe of 
this world with care, that they may at- 
tain the praiſe of GoD. 


I. HAT ſhall GOD do with him that 
gives himſelf up to the world, and is 

ceceiv'd by the pleaſures of it, or drawn away 
with the hurry of earthly diſtractions? The man, 
upon whom He beſtows the ſuccours of his grace, 
NY K 3 is 
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is he who divorces himſelf from groſs pleaſures, 
and at all times forcibly urges his mind towards 
the Loxp, both denying himſelf, and ſeeking af- 
ter the LorÞ only: This is the perſon whom Gop 
takes into his ſpecial care, that keeps himſelf diſ- 
entangled from the ſnares of this world, that works 
out his ſalvation with fear and trembling; that with 
the utmoſt heed paſſes through all the toils of the 
world, both ſeeking after the Lord for his aſſiſt- 
ance, and hoping in his mercy to be ſaved throug 

grace. | 


2. As iron, or lead, or gold, or ſilver, when 
caſt into the fire is freed from that hard conſiſtency 
which is natural to it, being chang'd into ſoftneſs, 
and fo long as it continues in the fire, is ſtill 
diſſolv'd from its native hardneſs ; after the ſame 
manner the ſoul that has renounc'd the world, and 
hx'd its defires only upon the Lorp, and hath 
receiv'd that heavenly fire of the Godhead, and 
of the love of the Spirit, is diſentangled from al! 
love of the world, and ſet free from all the cor- 
ruption of the affections; it turns all things out 
of itſelf, and is chang'd from the hardneſs of fin, 
and melted down in a fervent and unſpeakable 
love, for that heavenly bridegroom alone, whom it 
has receiv'd. 


3. Bur I tell thee, that if theſe very brethren 
ſo much deſir d by Him, draw back from that 
love, He too is turn'd away from them. For that 
very thing is the ſoul's life and refreſhment, name- 
Iy, the hidden and unſpeakable communion of the 
"tr = King. For if the love of that fellow- 
{hip which is in the fleſh, cauſes a ſeparation from 
father, mother and” brethren, and ſets one at li- 
berty from all love beſides, how much more ſhal! 
they, as many as have been thought worthy to 
partake of that Holy Spirit, who is the heavenly 

* , 
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object of our love, come entirely off from the 
love of the world; and all things elſe appear to 
them as impertinent ſuperſſuities, in that they have 
been perfectly overcome with - heavenly deſire, 
and united to the falling down of it? There are 
their deſires, there are their thoughts employ'd,. 
there do they live, there do their Bows . rove up. 
ly 


| 
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and down, there is the mind continually taken up, 
being overcome with divine and heavenly love, 
and ſpiritual deſire. 


4. War remains then, beloved brethren, but: 
that having ſuch good things laid before us, and. 
ſo great promiſes being made us by the Lorn,, 
we throw off all impediments, renounce all love 
of the world, and give ourſelves wholly- to that 
only good, that ſo we may obtain that unſpeakable. 
love of the Spirit, which the bleſſed Paul hath ex- 
horted us to haſten after, ſaying, Fellow after cba- 
rity, that we may be changed from our own hard- 
neſs by the hand of the Moſt High, and may 
come to the ſpiritual ſweetneſs and reſt, having 
been wounded with the love of the Divine Spirit... 
For the LorD bears an exceeding, friendly affec-- 
tion for man, waiting with compaſſion for the 
time when we ſhall entirely turn to Him. For 
tho* through the abundance of ignorance, and. 
childiſhneſs, and corruption we are turn'd away 
from life, and multiply impediments upon our-- 
ſelves; yet He is touch'd with abundance of com- 
paſſion for us, ſuftering long, till we return to 
Him, and are enlightned in our inward man, that: 
our faces may not be cover'd with ſhame at. the 
day of judgment, 


5. Lo! his bowels yern, and He beareth long, 
and tho' we fin, He holds his hand, waiting for 
our repentance; and He is not atham'd to receive 


us again when we fall, as the prophet hath faid, 
8 Shall 
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Shall they fall, and not ariſe, all be turn away, 
and not return? Only let us be ſober, ſeeking aſ- 
ſiſtance from Him, and He for his part is ready 
to fave us. For He accepts this warm effort of 
our will, and the forwardneſs that proceeds from 
a good purpoſe; but the whole regulation of it, 
He worketh in us Himſelf. | 


6. LET us therefore, beloved, as the children 
of Gop, having put off all careleſſneſs, and ſloth, 
be brave and ready to follow after Him, never ad- 
journing from day to day: for we know not the 
time of our departure out of the body. The pro- 
miſes made to us are great, and beyond expreſſion; 
inſomuch that all the glory and beauty of heaven 
and earth, with all the furniture, and variety, 
riches, ſplendor, and delight of the viſtble crea- 
tion, bear no proportion to the treaſure of one 

ſingle ſoul. 


F. How then ſhall we ſtand out againſt ſuch 
ee and not be willing to come entirely to 
im, and devote ourſelves to Him, and to love 
Him only, and to admit of neither rival nor part- 
ner with Him? But behold, notwithſtanding all 
theſe things, and the great glory that has Pork 
gien, and the tender compaſſions of our LoRnD 
from the beginning towards us; and notwithitand- 
ing his inexpreſſible goodneſs to us, demonſtrated 
by his. ſuffering upon the croſs: yet do we {till 
refuſe to depart from our own will, and from the 
love of the world, and from engagements and ha- 
bits which are evil. And yet after all, lo, He 
continues to be kind, cheriſhing and preſerving us 
inviſibly, not delivering us over according to our 
ſins, to the power of evil, nor yet ſuffering us to 
periſh by the deceitfulneſs of the world, but thro' 
his great kindneſs and long - ſuffering, looking 


down 
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down upon us, expecting when it will be that we 
turn to Him, 


8. Bur if it appears to us impoſſible to turn 
from a multitude of fins ; let us call to mind, how 
our LoRD, when converſing with mankind, b 
his goodneſs reſtor'd the blind to their ſight, cur” 
the ſick, heal'd way kind of diſeaſe, rais'd the 
dead that were gone down into corruption, made 
the deaf to hear, caſt a legion of devils out of one 
man, and recover'd him to his right mind : How 
much more will He convert the Gul that turns to 
Him, and petitions Him for mercy, and bring it 
into the chearful ſtate of freedom from paſſions, 
into an eſtabliſhment of every virtue, and a reno- 
vation of the mind, from the deadneſs of infide- 
lity, and ignorance, and want of fear. 


. For if He was mov'd with ſo much com- 
paſſion, towards bodies which die, and readily did 
for every one what he requeſted : How much more 
to an immortal ſou], that is ſubject neither to dif- 
ſolution nor corruption, yet labours under the dif= 
eaſe of ignorance, and malice, and of infidelity 
and want of fear; but cometh notwithſtanding to 
the Lok p, ſeeking to Him for help, and defiring 
to receive from Him the grace of his Spirit for- its 
redemption, falvation, and delivery from every 
corrupt affection. 8 


10. Therefore hath He admoniſh'd us to beg 
of Him the gift of grace with boldneſs, without 
intermiſſion, and without fainting. For it was for 
the ſake of ſinners that He came into the world, 
that He might turn them to Himſelf, and heal 
them that — ui on Him. Only let us withdraw 
ourſelves from the deceits of the world, and reject 
all wicked and vain thoughts, and ever cleave tor 
Him to the uttermoſt of our power; and He is 

2 Fin ready 
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ready to ſupply us with his help. For He is mer- 
ciful, and quickening, and healing the diſorders 
that were incurable, and working redemption for 
them that call upon Him, and hang upon Him 
with application and defire. To ſuch a ſoul as 
this doth God vouchſafe his help, which looks 
upon all things elſe as ſuperfluous, and acquieſces 
in nothing that this world affords; but expects to 
rejoice in the reſt of his benignity. And thus 
having thro? faith attain'd to the heavenly gift, and 
daily advancing in goodneſs, and continuing in 
the way of righteouſneſs to the laſt, it is thought 
| worthy to partake of eternal ſalvation. 
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Homily IV. 


There is a wide difference between Chriſt- 
ian, and the men of this world. 


T. HE world of Chriſtians, and their way of 
life, and their mind, and diſcourſe, and 
practice, is one thing; and that of the 
men of this world, another. And the difference 
between them is very wide. For the children of 
this world are toſs d to and fro by unſettled reaſon- 
ings, by earthly deſires, and variety of groſs ima- 
ginations, whereby Satan is continually lifting the 
whole ſinful race of men. 


2. Fox the word that was ſpoken to Cain by his 
Maker, Thou ſhalt go mourning and trembling, and 
be teſid about upon the earth, is a type and _ 


- 
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of all ſinners, as to their ond Bat For thus 


1s the race of Adam tols'd about with the inceſſant 


ſuggeſtions of fear and dread, and every kind of 
diſturbance, the prince of this world toſling to and 
fro the ſoul that is not born of Gop; and vari- 
ouſly diſturbing the thoughts of mankind, as corn 
that is continually ſhifted about in a ſieve; and 
| ſhaking and enſnaring them all in worldly deceits, 
and the luſts of the fleſh, with fears with troubles, 


2. As from one Adam the whole race of man- 
kind was ſpread over the earth ; ſo one taint in 
the affections was derived down into the ſinful 
ſtock of men; and the prince of malice is ſuffi- 
ciently able to ſhift them all in reſtleſs, and groſs, 
and vain, and troubleſome refletions. For as one 
and the ſame wind is enough to ſtir, and ſhake all 
plants and ſeeds whatever; ſo the prince of wick- 
edneſs, as an hidden and bluſtering wind, teeth 
to and fro all the race of men upon earth, and 
carries them about with unſettled thoughts, and en- 
ticing them with the t of the world, fills every 
ſoul with ignorance, blindneſs, and oblivion, if it 
is not born from above. 


4. Fox in this do true Chriſtians differ from 
the whole race of mankind beſides. They have 
their heart and mind conſtantly taken up with 
the thoughts of Heaven, and through the preſence 
and participation of the Holy Spirit, do behold, as 
in a glaſs, the good things which are eternal, be- 
ing born of God from above, and thought worthy 
to become the children of Gop in truth and pow- 
cr, and being arriv'd through many conflicts, and 
labours, to a ſettled and fix d ſtate, to an exemp-- 
tion from trouble, to perfect reſt, are never fifted 
more, by unſettled and vain thoughts. Herein 
are they greater and better than the world; their 
mind, and the deſire of their ſoul, are in the * 


FF ͤu.U 4 ores no ts N work 
0 8 


draw back from every earthly clog, that ſo they 
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of Chrift, and the love of the Spirit; they have 
paſs'd from death to life. Wherefore the alter- 
ation peculiar to Chriſtians, doth not conſiſt in 
any outward faſhions, but in the renovation of the 
mind, and the peace of the thoughts, and the love 
of the Lok, even the heavenly love. Herein 
Chriſtians differ from all men beſides. The Lord 
hath given them truly to believe on Him, and to 
be worthy of thoſe ſpiritual good things. For the 
glory, and the beauty, and the heavenly riches of 
Chriſtians are inexpreſſible, and purchas'd only 
with labour, and pains, and trials, and many con- 
flicts. But the whole is owing to the grace of 


GOD. 


5. Now if the ſight of even an carthly king is 
delired by all men (except thoſe perſons that are 
ſpiritual, who look upon all his glory as nothing, 
thro* their having experimentally known another 
heavenly glory) If, I fay, the men of this world 
are ſo deſirous to behold an earthly king, with his 
ſplendor and glory : How much more are thoſe 
upon whom that dew of the Spirit of life hath 
dropp'd, and wounded their hearts with: love for 
Chrijt, bound faſt. to that beauty, and the un- 
ſpeakable glory, and the inconceivable riches of 
the true and eternal King, with defire and long- 
ing after whom they are captivated, turning whol- 
ly to Him, to obtain thoſe unſpeakable good things, 
which thro' the Spirit they actually behold already; 
and for whoſe ſake they eſtcem all the gloPics, and 
honours, and riches of carthly kings as nothing ? 


6. Fox they are wounded with the divine 
beauty: their deſire is towards the Heavenly King, 
and placing Him only. before their eyes in the a- 
bundance of their aff-Qion, they for his ſake diſ- 
engage themſelves from all love of the world, and 


may 
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may be able ever to retain in their hearts that only 
deſire. And they that are Chriſtians in truth and 
, rejoice at their departure out of the fleſh, 
becauſe they have that houſe which is not made with 
hands. And therefore, it the houſe of the body be 
deftroy'd, they are in no fear; for they have the 
heavenly houſe of the Spirit, and that glory which is 
incorruptible. | 


7. Ler us therefore ſtrive, by faith, to be poſ- 
ſeſs d of that cloathing, that when we reſume the 
body, there be nothing wanting which may. glori- 
fy our-fleſh in that day. For every one, ſo far as 
he hath been thought worthy by faith to be made 
partaker of the Holy Spirit, in the fame propor- 
tion ſhall his body alſo be glorified in that day. 
For that which the foul hath treaſur'd up within, 
in this preſent life, ſhall then be made manifeſt 
outwardly in the body. | 


8. Fox as the trees that have got over the win- 
ter, do, by an inviſible power, put forth from 
within, and ſhoot out leaves, and flowers, and 
fruits, as their cloathing : And in like manner as 
the flowers of the graſs come out of the boſom of 
the earth, and the earth is cover'd and cloath'd : 
ſo in the day of the reſurrection, and through the 
power. of the Sun of righteouſreſs, there ſhooteth 
out from within the glory of the Holy Spirit, co- 
vering the bodies of the ſaints, which they 
had before, within hidden in their Gals: For 
whatever (the ſoul) hath at preſent, the ſame com- 
eth forth at that time outwardly in the body. 


7 THEREFORE ought every one of us to ſtrive, * 
and be diligent in all vertue, and to believe and to 
ſeek it of the Lox p; that the inward man may be 
made partaker of that glory in this preſent life, and 
have that holineſs of the Spirit, that we may have at 
Vor. I. 5 the 
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the reſurrection wherewith to cover our naked bo- 
dies, and refreſh us to all eternity in the kingdom 
of heaven. For Chr:/? will come down from hea- 
ven, and raiſe to life all the kindred of Adam that 
have flept from the beginning of the world. And 
he ſhall ſeparate them all into two diviſions; and 
them that have his own mark, that is, the ſeal of 
the Spirit, He ſhall place on his right hand. And 
then ſhall the bodies of theſe be A with 
a divine glory from their good works, and them- 
ſelves ſhall be full of the glory of the Spirit, which 
they had in their ſouls in this preſent life. So 
that being thus glorified in the divine light, and 
ſnatch'd away to meet the LokD in the air, we, 
as it is written, ſhall ever be with the LoRD, reign- 
ing with Him without end. Amen. 
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: Homily V. 


Concerning thoſe things that happen to 
Chriſtians in the time of prayer, and 
concerning the degrees of perfection. 


1. MAN goes in to bow the knee, and his 
heart is fill'd with a divine power, and 
| „ his foul rejoiceth with the Lokp, as the 

bride with her. bridegroom. The inward man 1s 
. fnatch'd away to yet farther devotion, into the 
unfathomable depth of that world in much ſweet- 
neſs, inſomuch that his whole mind is eſtrang'd, 
being rais'd and carried off thither; ſo that for 
that time there is a cloud of oblivion upon the 
| thoughts 
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thoughts of the earthly wiſdom ; for his thoughts 
are fill'd with divine and heavenly things, things 
infinite and incomprehenſible, certain wonderful 
things, which are impoſlible to be utter'd. 


2. SOMETIMES the love flames out and kindles 
with greater ſtrength 3 but at other times more 
ſlow and gentle. As the fame fire at certain ſea» 
ſons burns with a ſtronger heat and flame, but at 
others abates' and burns dim: ſo this lamp (of 
grace) ſometimes burns and ſhines out, when it is 
more ſtrongly enkindled by an extraordinary in- 
fuſion of the love of Gop; but again it is impart- 
w_ meaſure, and then the light is comparatively 
dull. 


3. Ar another ſeaſon the light which was ſhin- 
ing in the heart, has diſclos'd a yet more inward, 
profound, and conceal'd light, inſomuch that the 
whole man being abſorpt in that ſweetneſs and 
contemplation, was maſter of himſelf no longer, 
but was to this world as a mere fool and barbarian, 
by reaſon of the ſuperabundant love. and ſweetneſs 
of the hidden myſteries. So that the perſon being 
for that time ſet at liberty, arrives to ſuch degrees 
of perfection, as to become pure and free from fin. 
But after all this, grace has withdrawn itſelf, and 
the veil of the adverſe power has come upon him; 
it appears in owever, and he ſtands in one 
of the lower rounds of perfection. And one that 
is rich in grace, at all times, by night and by 
day, continues in a perfect ſtate, free and pure, 

cver captivated with love, and elevated to Go. 


4. Bur if a man ſhou'd have theſe things always 
preſent before him, he wou'd not be able to un- 
dertake the diſpenſation of the word. Neither 
cou'd he bear to hear, or have any concern for 
himſelf, or the 8 but 0 to ſit in a 
. 2 COT- 
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corner in a ſtate of elevation. So that the perfect 


degree of all hath not been given, that a man 
may be in a capacity to attend the care of the 
brethren, and the miniſtration of the word. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the middle wall of partition is broken down, 
and Death is gvercome. 


5. GRACE even in this preſent life operates thus: 

It calms all the members and the heart, ſo that 
the ſoul, out of the abundance of joy, ſeems like 
a little child, conſcious of no-ill; and the man no 
longer condemns the Gentile, or the Few, or the 
man of the world. But the inward man looks up- 
on all with an eye of purity, and rejoices over the 
whole world, and deſires to reſpect and love all, 
the Gentiles, as the Jews. At another time, as the 
ſon of a king, he confides in the Son of Gop as 
his own father, and the doors are opened to him, 
and he goes into many manſions. And the farther 
he goes in, they are again opened to him, in 
proportions from one hungred manſions to an 
undred others, and he is rich. And the more 
he is enrich'd, there are again others, and thoſe 
newer wonders, diſcover'd to him. And he is 
entruſted as the fon and heir, with things that 
cannot be ſpoken by humane nature, nor pro- 
nounced by the mouth and tongue. Glory be to 
Gop!. jth | 
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Hon! LY VI. 


The gifts of grace are preſery'd by an 
. bumble mind, and a ready will: but 


" deftiroy'd by pride and floth. 


HE ſouls that are lovers of truth and of 

Gop, and deſirous to put on CHRIST 

compleatly, tho' they may ſuffer in ſome 
meaſure a ſtate of — — et being wholly 
nailed to the croſs of Chrift, t top —— day 
after day, an experimental ſenſe of their advances 
towards the ſpiritual bridegroom. And being 
wounded with an heavenly deſire, and hungring 
after righteouſneſs, they have an inſatiable longing | 
for the Spirit to — out upon them. And tho 
they are thought worthy to receive, thro' faith, the 
knowledge of divine myſteries, or are made par- 
takers of the gladneſs — heavenly grace, yet have 
they no — x in themſelves: but the more of 
— gifts they enjoy, the more inſatiable is the 


heaven 8 deſire they are ſill'd with; the more they 
b 


are ſenſible of the Piritual progreſs in themſelves, 
the more hungry and thirſty are they. after the en- 
creaſe of grace; and the richer they ſpiritually are, 
by ſo much'the more do they ſeem to themſelves ta 
be in want, and are carried out with a ſpiritual de- 
ſire after the heavenly Bridegroom, as ſaith the 
wiſe man, They that eat me ſhall yet be wee and 
0 that drink me 1 yet be wo, | 


— 


L 3 2. SOULS | 


—— 
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2. SouLs like theſe, that have a fervent and in- 
ſatiable love for the LoRD,. are thought worthy of 
the redemption from vile affections, and receive 
the irradiation and preſence of the Holy Spirit, 
which is unſpeakable, and the myſtical fellow- 
ſhip in the fullneſs of grace. But, as many ſouls 
as are deſtitute of manly vigour and activity, are 
{till but as in the fleſh; having never entertain'd 
any hopes of receiving the ſanctification of their 
heart thro” patience and long-ſuffering, nor of en- 
10ying the fellowſhip of the Spirit, with the ut- 
moſt ſenſation and aſſurance: Theſe, after having 
been once thought worthy of divine grace, have 
yet been inſenſibly circumvented by the evil one, 
and ſo have given themſelves over to careleſneſs 
and remiſneſs. And the reaſon is evident; after 
they have receiv'd the grace of the Spirit, and 
actually enjoy'd the comfort of grace in reſt, and 
ſpiritual ſweetneſs, they truſt in it; they are lifted 
up, and take no farther care, being neither of a 
contrite heart, nor humble mind ; neither have 
they waited with all diligence and faith, to be per- 
fectly ſill'd with grace: But inſtead of that, they 
were full, thay were compleatly ſatisfied, and reſt- 
ed in the conſolation of grace. The progreſs 
ſuch ſouls made tended more to elevation than 
humility: ſo that they were ſtript again of that 
very gift, which before was vouchſafed to them, 
throꝰ their careleſs. contempt of any thing farther, 
and the vain ſwelling of their own opinion. 


3. Tux foul that is truly a lover of Gop, and 

a lover of Chriſt, though it does righteous works 
without number, demeans itſelf however, as if it 
had wrought juſt nothing at all, thro' the inſa- 
tiable love it beareth to the LoR D. And though 
by faſtings and by watchings it has even mace- 
rated the body, it applies itfelf to the purſuit of 
the vertues ſtill, as if it never had begun _— 
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take the leaſt pains about them. The it has been 
thought worthy of the ſeveral gifts of the Spirit, 
or favour'd wich revelations and heavenly | 

ſteries; yet by reaſon of its immenſe love 2 the | 
LoRD, doth it ſeem to itſelf as if it had juſt no- 
thing in poſſeſſion: But hungring and thirſting 
thro faith and love, it is carried on inſatiably in 
the perſevering ſpirit of prayer to the myſteries of 

e, and to every, degree of vertue. And being 

wounded by the heavenly Spirit, continually ex- 
citing an inflam'd deſire after the heavenly Bride- 
groom, and-longing to be compleatly admitted to 
the myſtical and inexpreſſible communion with 
Him in the ſanctification of the Spirit; having the 
face of the foul unveiFd, and looking” with a 
ſteady eye upon the 3 Bridegroom, face to 
face, in the light which is ſpiritual, and not to be 
expreſs'd : it mixes with Him in all the fulneſs of 
aflurance; becomes conformable to his death, ever 
waiting in the abundance of deſire to dic for the 
ſake of Chriſt, and expecting to obtain under the 
conduct of the Spirit, an entire redemption from 
ſin, and the darkneſs of the affections: That be- 
ing puriſied by the Spirit, ſanctiſied in ſoul and 
body, it may be made a veſſel clean prepar'd for 
the ſuſception of the heavenly ointment, and the 
reſidence of Chri/t the true and heavenly King. 
And then is the ſoul filled with the heavenly life, 
and becomes the pure habitation of the Holy Spirit. 


4. Bur theſe are heights which the ſoul does 
not reach all at once; but through labours 
and conflicts, with variety of trials and tempta- 
tions, it receives ſpiritual growth and improve- 
ment, till at laſt it comes to an entire exemption 
from its old affections: holding out with a chear- 
ful and noble obſtina againft every ſucceeding 
temptation, it is then thought worthy of great ho- 

| nours 
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nours and ſpiritual giſts, and becomes an inheri- 
tor of the heavenly kingdom in Chrift Feſus our 
Lokp: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 
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How v VII. 


This homily teaches us, how the Soul ought 
to demean herſelf in holineſs and purity, 
towards ber Bridegroom Jeſus Chriſt, 


t. FF a glorious prince ſhould take a likeing to 
a poor woman, that has nothing, and have 
her brought home to him for his ſpouſo, 

ſhe ought ever after to ſhew all good will to this 
huſband, and retain a conſtant love for him. But 
if ſhe tranſgreſſes the bounds of decency and duty, 
then ſhe is turn'd out of doors with diſgrace and 
reproach, and is full of ſorrow ; reflecting from 
how great wealth ſhe is fallen, and what glory 
ſhe has loſt. Thus alſo the Soul, which Crit 
the 1 Bridegroom ſhall eſpouſe to himſelf, 
ought to pleaſe Chriſt her lover; carrying herſelf _ 
in the houſe of this heavenly ſpouſe with a fair 
deportment, and a grateful ſenſe of the grace be- 
ſtowed upon her. ! ſuch a ſoul is actually in- 
veſted with the full command of all her Lord's 
goods, and her body becomes the glorious taberna- 
cle of his Godhead. .. But if ſhe do not the things 
that are pleaſing to Him, and is not perfectly ob- 
ſervant of his will, then with reproach and diſ- 
grace is ſhe diſrob'd of all her honour, as no, way 


proper for the communion of the heavenly RG: 
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And after that there commences an univerſal grief, 
and lamentation over that ſoul among all the — 

and intellectual ſpirits: angels, powers, apoſtles, pro- 
phets, and martyrs mourn for her. For as there 1s 
J in heaven, as the Lok p hath ſaid, over one ſinner 
that repenteth : fo is there great ief and mourning 
in heaven over one ſoul that falls from eternal life. 


2. We mult therefore ſtrive, and with the ut- 
moſt prudence take care to work out our ſalvation 
with fear and trembling. Whoſoever therefore you 
are, that have been made partakers of the Spirit 
of Chri/t, look upon yourſelves in no caſe whats 
ever, whether ſmall, or great, to be above advice; 
neither do any deſpite to the ſpirit of grace, that 
you may never be excluded from the life which 
you have been-made to partake of, 


Ler us therefore beg of God, that we, as ma- 
ny as have been kers of his grace, may mi- 
niſter acceptably in the ſervice of the Spirit, ac- 
cording to his will: that thus ſerving him accord 
ing to his will with a ſpiritual ſervice, we may 
inherit eternal life. 


3. Bur can a man fall chat has the gift of 
e 

Anſw. Ir he grow careleſs, he certainly falls: 
For his enemies are never idle, or backward in 
== How. ought then never to deſiſt 
from ſeeking after Gop fox For the damage which 
you ſuſtain by your neglect is exceeding great, 
tho' you may ſeem to be even eſtabliſh'd in the 
myſtery of grace. 


4 Ann che perfect liable to affiction or fr, 
or are they entirely free from care ? | 
Anſw. An n . per reſpites wy m__ ce 


war. Waun Soren „ 
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wherefore neither is he backward to ſet upon 
man whatever, tho' he does not attack all in the 
ſame meaſure and degree. 


/ 5. Bur there is need of much pains and labour, 

that a man may ſeek and lay the foundations, til! 
ſuch time as the fire ſhall come into the hearts of 
men, and purge aw ay the thorns. And thus do 

| they begin to be ſanctified, giving glory to the Fa- 

ther, and to the Son, and to the oly Ghoſt, ſor 

J ever. Amen. 
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HomiLy VII. 
That bi ritual men are liable to tempta- 
8 tions and Micl ions. 


I. S the experienced huſbandmen, in a year 
of plenty, expect a time of dearth; and 
on the other hand, when dearth and _ 

ficulties overtake them, they are not dejected: 

knowing there will come a change: So in the 
ſpiritual ſtate, when the ſoul falls into divers temp- 
tations, it is not 'ſurpriz'd as at a ſtrange or un- 
uſual thing; neither does it deſpond, becauſe it 
knows that they come by permiſſion, that it may 
be tried and diſciplin'd by the evil that befals it. 

Neither again, when it abounds in wealth and 

eaſe, is it free from an but expects a 

change. 


2. Fox when a man is rich in grace, there is 
yet a remnant of corruption with him: He has 
one however that taketh his part, and that cometh 
to his aſſiſtance. Whenever therefore any one is 
in affletions, and the ſtorm of corrupt affections 
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thicken upon him, yet ought he not to quit his 
hope. For then fin gains ground. But when a 
man retains his hope in Gop, fin crumbles as it 
were, and dries away. | 
3. As a well that runs, and has all about it 
nothing but moiſt grounds, when the heat comes 
on, both itſelf and its adjacent bogs are dried up: 
Thus is it with the fervants of Gop, in whom 


grace abounds ; That dries up the concupiſcence, 


not only that which is from the wicked one, but 
that alſo which is natural : Becauſe that now the 
men of Gop are greater than the fh Adam. 


4. CHRISTIANS thercfore belong to another 


world, are the ſons of the 8 Adam, a new 


generation, the children of the Holy Spirit, the 
bright and glorious brethren of Chriſt, perfectly 
like their Father, the ſpiritual and glorified Adam, 
of that very city, of the ſame kind, and of the 
ſelf- ſame power. He Himſelf fays, Ye are not of 
this world, even as I am not of this world. 


5. YET a fear they ſtill have upon them, not 
indeed that of novices, that live in a dread of wic- 
ked ſpirits ; but a fear and concern how they may 
belt employ the ſpiritual gifts they are intruſted 
with. And ſuch a one as this looks upon himſelf 
to be deſpicable beyond all finners. "This reflect- 
ion is as deeply rooted in him, as if it were his 
very nature. The more he advances in the know- 
lege of Gop, ſo much the leſs is he in his own 
eyes. And though he learns never ſo much, he is 
{till as one that knows nothing. But theſe things 
are wrought in the foul by the miniſtration of 


grace. The caſe is not unlike that of an infant 


in the arms of a young man; the bearer carries 
it about whitherſoever he pleaſes : So does grace 
alſo carry the mind about, and bear it upwards 
nto the very Heavens, to the perfect worid, and 
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Homily IX. 


Concerning the ſpiritual unction and glory 
g of Chriſtians. 


1. AME Chriſtians, who are come the neareſt 
I“ to the king, are at all times devoted to the 
croſs of Chriſt and when they are an- 

ointed with the Heavenly Unction, they com- 
mence kings and prophets of the heavenly myſte- 
ries. For if the anointing oil that came from an 
outward plant, had ſo much vertue that the per- 
ſons anointed with it, were conſtituted kings there- 
by: how much more do they who are anointed 
with the ſanctifying and chearing oil of gladneys, 
the heavenly and ſpiritual oil, receive the ſign of 
that incorruptible kingdom, and everlaſting power, 
the earneſt of the Spirit, the very ſpirit of holineſs 
and comfort? Tt is called The Comforter, by rea- 
ſon of that comfort and ſupport it beſtows upon 
them that are in afflictions. "Theſe being anointed 
from the Tree of Life, Feſus Chri/t, from the hea- 
venly Plant, are thought worthy to come to per- 
tection; to the kingdom, and the adoption, be- 
ing admitted to the ſecret councils of the heavenly 
King, and having free acceſs to the Almighty, 
entring into his very palace, where are angels, 'and 
the ſpirits of the holy perſons, though at the ſame 
time they live in this preſent world. For though 


they have not actually receiv'd the inheritance 


prepar'd for them in-that world, they are as ſecure 
from 
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from that earne/t of the Spirit which they have re- 
ceiv'd, as if they were already crown'd, and in 
poſſeſſion of the kingdom. Nor does it ſeem a 
ſtrange thing to them that they ſhall reign together 
with Chri/t, thro' the overflowing preſence of the 
Spirit. For - what reaſon? Even becauſe tho' in the 
fleſh, they have a reliſh of its ſweetneſs, and that 
effectual working of his power. 


2. FoR that are to reign in the world to 
come, are before-hand acquainted with the myſte- 
ries of grace. Indeed ſince man tranſgreſs'd the 
commandment, the devil has cover'd the whole 
ſoul with a dark veil. But when cometh, 
the veil is thrown off; ſo that the foul becoming 
pure, and regaining its proper nature, a creature 
tree from blame or ſpot, for ever after beholds with 
a clear fight the glory of the true light, and the 
true Sun of bee 5 LO with his bright 
beams upon the heart 


3. For as when the heavens are done away, the 
righteous for ever after ſhall live in the kingdom, 
and light, and glory, — nothing elſe but 
after what manner Chr:/t in glory is evermore at 
the right hand of the Father: 2 1 V theſe alſo that are 
now taken out of the world, behold all the beau- 
ties and the wonders which are wrought there. 
For we that are upon earth, have our indenization 


in heaven all our tranſactions, and our whole civil 


conduct is in that world as to our mind, and the 
inner man. For as the outward eye, when clear, 
aby e beholds the ſun: ſo the mind that is per- 
eans'd, ever beholds the glory of the light 
49 41 „ and i is preſent with the Lox o night and 
day ju as the body of our LoRD, being join'd to 
the "odhead, is — preſent with the Holy Ghoſt. 
But theſe are heights men don't attain immediately 
to, n&xvithout Labour and affliction, and conflict. 
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4. BuT the unſteady and. unſkilful, whenever 
| | grace operates, imagine preſently they have no 
| more ſin. Whereas they that have diſcretion can- 


ics: 


| not deny that even we who have the grace of Gop, 
may be moleſted again with evil thoughts. For 
| we have often had inſtances of ſome among the 
4 brethren, that have experienc'd ſuch a degree of 
10 joy and grace, as to affirm that for five or fix years 
lj running, they had no fin in them: and yet after 
all, when they thought themſelves freed entircly 
from it, the corruption that Jurk'd within, was 
ſtirr'd up anew, and they were well nigh burnt up. 
5. "THERE is need 7 of great diſcern- 
ment, that a perſon may by experience know that 
things are really thus. I tell you moreover that 
even the Apoſtles were not altogether without ap- 
prehenfion. For with that joy and gladneſs had 
they alſo a fear and trembling proceeding from 
grace itſelf, and not from corrupt nature. But 
that very grace was their ſecurity, that they might 
not turn aſide. 


Hour X. 


Concerning the treaſure of Chriſtians, that 
7s, Chriſt and the Holy Spirit, vari- 
ouſly exerciſing them towards perfection. 


fure, with that teafure, he purchaſes what- 
ever he has a mind to. Whatſoever he is deſirous 
of he compaſſes with eaſe, and readily procures all 
poſſeſſions that ſuits his inclinations. So alſo they 
who have found, the heavenly treaſure of the _—_ 
| c 


1. | io any one in this world is poſſeſſed of a trea- 
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the Lox p ſhining in their hearts, fulfil that entire 
extent of goodnels there is in the commandments of 
the LokD, from that treaſure that is within them, 
Chrift; and by means of that do they amaſs toge- 
ther a large ſtore of heavenly wealth. For by 
means of the heavenly treaſure do they work every 
vertue in the whole circle of righteouſneſs, and. 
every commandment of the LoRD, by the help ot 
the inviſible riches of the grace within them. 


2, WHOEVER therefore poſſeſſes within himſelf 
this heavenly treaſure of the Spirit, he fulfils in this 


ſpirit all the righteouſneſs of the commandments, 


and the complete practice of the vertues, without 


blame, and in purity ; moreover without compul- 


lion or difficulty. Then let us beſeech Gop, and 

ſeek diligently unto Him, and pour out our ſuppli- 
cations before Him, that He wou'd freely grant unto 
us the treaſure of his Spirit, that we may be ena- 

bled to walk in all his commandments without re- 
proof, and without blemiſh, and fulfil all the righ- 
tcouſneſs of the Spirit in purity and perfection. 


3. Fox he that is poor, and naked, and a beg- 
gar, can purchaſe nothing in the world: But he 
that has a treaſure at command, without trouble, 
is maſter of what poſſeſſion he pleaſes. So the ſoul 
that is naked, and deſtitute of Gop cannot, wou'd 
he ever ſo feign, produce any of the fruits of the 
ſpirit of righteouſneſs in truth and reality, before it 
actually partakes of the Spirit itſelf. 


4. Ir behoves every one therefore to oblige him- 
ſelf by force to petition the Lok p, that be may 
receive the heavenly treaſure of the Spirit, ſo as 
without difficulty to be able to perform all the 
commandments of the LorD, blameleſs and in pu- 
rity: which before, even. with violence, he cou'd. 
never do, For being poor and deſtitute of the 

M2 Com- 
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communication of the Spirit, how ſhou'd it come 
by ſuch ſpiritual poſſeſſions? But the ſoul, which, 
i by faith and much patience, hath found the Loxp, 
x the true treaſure, produceth the fruits of the Spirit, | 
i and performs all the righteouſneſs and command- | 
'F ments of the LokD, which the ſpirit hath com- 

manded, in and by her, with purity, and free from 


} | blame. 


5. Wr ought therefore to beg of Gop with 
earneftneſs of heart, that He would grant unto us 
his riches, the true treaſure of Chr:/t, in our hearts, 
in the power and efficacy of the Spirit. And thus | 
having found firſt within our ſelves ſalvation and 
eternal life, we ſhall then profit others alſo, pro- 
ducing from that treaſure of Chr:i/t within us, all 
the goodneſs of ſpiritual diſcourſes, and declaring 
heavenly myſteries. For fo it pleaſed the good 
will of the Father, that He ſhould dwell with 
every one that believeth. He that loveth me, fays 
q Chriſt, Mall be loved of my Father, and I will love 
wi him, and will mani feſi my ſelf to him. And again, 
| FW will come unto him, I and my Father, and make 
our abode with him. Thus did the infinite kind- 
neſs of the Father will. Thus was the inconcei- 
vable love of Chrii pleaſed. And thus did the un- 
, ſpeakable goodneſs of the Spirit promiſe. Glory be 
to the 2 mercies of the Holy Trinity, which 
ſurpaſs all expreſſion 
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6. Lr us illuſtrate in ſome meaſure by exam- 
ples the methods of the Spirit in the ſoul. At a 
certain time then are they elated, as at a royal 
banquet, and rejoice with joy and gladneſs not to 
be expreſſed. -At another ſeaſon are they as the 
| bride, that in communion with the bridegroom 


7. AT 


| enjoys divine pleaſures. At other times they are 
. as the angels, which are not clogg'd with this 
; earthly tabernacle. 
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7. AT other times, they are in grief and la- 
mentation for all mankind and interceeding for the 


whole ſtock of Adam: They take up a wailing 
and a weeping for it; the love of the Spirit for the 
humane nature kindling and. laming out within 


them. At other times the joy and love of the Spi- 
rit inflames them to that degree, that were it poſ-- 


ſible, they wou'd ſnatch up every man into their 


own bowels, not making the leaſt diſtinction of 


the bad from the good. 


8. AT other times they are humbled ſo far be- 


low every other perſon in the ſelf- abaſement of the 
Spirit, as to think themſelves inferior to, and leſs 
than all. At other times they are like a ſtron 

man that having put on the royal armour, and 
coming down in battle upon his enemies fights va- 
liantly againſt them, and overcomes them. For 
in like manner, he too that is ſpiritual taketh the- 
heavenly weapons of the Spirit, and comes upon 


his enemies and fights them, and treads them 


under his feet. At other times doth the foul reſt 
in great ſilence, and calmneſs and peace, being 

ven up to ſpiritual pleaſure, and reſt unſpeakable. 

t other times it is inſtructed by grace in a fort 
of underſtanding and wiſdom not to be defcrib'd, 
and a knowledge of the Spirit that is paſt finding 
out, in ſuch things as it is impoſſible for the 
tongue to utter. So very various is the way of 
grace in them and fuch variety is there in the 
manner after which it conducts the ſoul, refreſh- 
ing according to the will and pleaſure of Gon. 
And with equal variety does it exerciſe her, there 
by to reſtore her perſect and e and pure 
to our heavenly Father. 


9. THESE ſeveral refreſhments of grace, are 
expreſs'd indeed very differently. However, there 
Is no ' ntermaſſion of their influence; but one ope- 

N wn 
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I: ration continually ſucceeds another. For when 
14 the ſoul is throughly cleans'd from all its corrupt 
* affections; and is united by an ineffable commu- 
| nion, to the Spirit, the Comforter ; and is tho- 
roughly mix'd with the Spirit; and is become ſpirit 
it ſelf: Then is it all light, all eye, all ſpirit, all 
joy, all reſt, all gladneſs, all love, all bowels, all 
goodneſs, and clemency. As a ſtone in the bot- 
tom of the ſea, is every way ſurrounded with wa- 
ter: ſo are theſe every way drench'd with the 
Holy Spirit, and made like to Chriſt Himſelf, poſ- 
ſeſſing unalterably within themſelves the vertues 
of the power of the Spirit, being blameleſs within 
and without, and ſpotleſs and pure. For bein 
5 brought to perfection by the Spirit, how is it poſ- 

, ſible they ſhou'd m4 pads produce the fruits of 
ſin? But at all times, and in every inſtance, do 

the fruits of the Spirit ſhine brightly out in their 
whole deportment. 


10. AND therefore let us alſo beſeech Gop, 
and believe in love, and abundant hope, that the 
ſelf-· ſame Spirit may govern and lead us into all the 
will of Gop; and may refreſh us with all the va- 
riety of the reſt He gives; that by the means of 
ſuch an adminiſtration, and the exerciſe of grace, 
and ſpiritual improvement we may come to the 
perfection of the fulneſs of Chriſt, as the Apoſtle 
expreſſes it, That ye might be fill d with all the ful- 
neſs of Gor. And again, Till we all come unto a 
pſd man, unto the meaſure of the flature of the 
fulneſs 
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of Chriſt. The Lord hath promis'd to all 
that believe in Him, and aſk in truth, that He 
will give to them the myſteries of the ineffable 
communion of the Spirit, and therefore let us, 
' having entirely devoted our ſelves to the Lokd, 
| make haſte to attain the things we have be- 

| fore mention'd, being conſecrated both in ſoul and 
body, and nail'd to the croſs of Chriſt, and giving 
| y. to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
1 pirit, unto ages. Amen. HomiILyY 
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Hour XI. 


Chriſtians that are willing to improve 
and increaſe, ought to force themſelves 
to every thing that is good. 


1. E that is deſirous to come to the LorD, 

and to become the manſion houſe of 

Chri/t, and to be fill'd with the Holy 
Spirit, that ſo he may bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit, and perform the commandments of Chriſt 
in purity: ought to begin firſt with believing in 
the LoRD, to give himlelf entirely up to the di- 
rections of his commandments, and to bid an uni- 
verſal farewel to the world, that fo his mind may 
not be engroſs'd by any of the things that do ap- 


2. Hz ought ever to continue inſtant in prayer, 
in the faith and expectation of the LoRD, waiting 
at all times for his help, with the full bent of his 
mind continually fix'd upon it. Then ought he 
to force himſelf upon every good work, to all 
the commandments of the Loxp. For inſtance; 
let him force himſelf to be of a lowly mind before 
all men, and let him eſteem himſelf worſe than 
they, not ſecking honour, or praiſe, or glory from 
any one: But ſetting the Lok p ever before his eyes, 
deſirous of pleaſing Him only, in meekneſs of heart, 
as the Lox D Himſelf preſcribes, Learn of me, for 
am meek and lowly of heart, and ye ſhall find reſt 
unto your ſouls, 
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I like manner let him accuſtom himſelf to 
be merciful, kind, tender-hearted, and good to. 
the utmoſt of his power, as our Lord expreſles it, 
Be ye merciful, even as your heavenly Father is mer- 


cful. 


4. ABOVE all things let him keep inviolably in 
mind the humiliation of our LokR p, and his man- 
ner of life, his meekneſs and converſation, as the 
ſtandard that is never to be overlook'd. And thus 
the things which he does now by violence, and 
with a reluctant heart, he will in time do freely, 
by being ever mindful of the LorD, and in much 
love waiting for Him. For the Lord obſerving 
how he forces himſelf, and even wreſts his heart, 
tho' never ſo unwilling, ſhews mercy to him, and 
redeems him from his enemies, and from the fin 
that dwelleth in him, filing him with the Spirit. 
And thus for the future, without compulſion or 
difficulty, does he perform the commands of the 
Lokp in truth. Or rather, the Lord Himſelf 


.doth his own commandments in him; and then he 


brings forth the fruits of the Spirit in purity. 


5. Bur firſt he ought thus to force himſelf to 
that which is good; and though his heart be ever 
ſo much againſt it, to wait continually for mercy; 
to force himſelf to ſhew compaſſion, to endure 
contempt with a courazeous patience; and tho' he 
is ſet at nought, not to be moy'd with indigna- 
tion, as it is written, Dearly beloved, avenge not 


your ſolves; to force himſelf to prayer, if he have 


not the ſpiritual prayer. And thus does Gop be- 
holding him in theſe conflicts, grant unto him the 
true prayer of the Spirit, the true love, the meek- 
neſs of truth, the bowels of mercies, yea, all the 
fruits of the Spirit. 
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6. Ver if any one forces himſelf to pray only 
for the gift of prayer, but exerts no ſuch vigour 
after meekneſs, and. humility, and love, and the 
other commandments of the LorD, this is ſome- 
times granted him; but then it is apart by it ſelf, 
juſt according to his petition. But in his beha- 
viour he is exactly as he was before: without 
meekneſs, for he ſought it not; without humility, 
becauſe he aſk'd not for it; nor has he a love for 
all men; foraſmuch as he never had any concern 
or agony in the offering up of his prayer for it. 
And in the execution of the work he 1s upon he 
has not faith and confidence towards Gop, becauſe 
indeed he has not diſcover'd that he wants it, net- 
ther has he labour'd to obtain from the LoRD a 
ſteady and true affiance in Him. 


7. THEREFORE it behoves every one, as he 
forces himſelf to prayer, ſo alſo to an affurance in 
Gop; to humility; to meekneſs, fincerity, and 
ſimplicity: to all-patience and long-fuffering, with 
Joy: Thus ought he by an habitual violence to 

eem himſelf as nothing, to break himſelf of un- 
profitable diſcourſe, ever to meditate upon the 
things of Gop, and to declare them with his 
mouth, and with his heart. The ſame way ſhou'd 
he proceed to conquer all bitterneſs, — wrath, 
and anger, and clamour, and evil ſpeaking : to con- 
form to our Lord's whole deportment, to an uni- 
verſal good converſation, to all the humility of 
meekneſs, ſo as neither to be exalted, nor high- 


minded, nor puff d up, norto ſpeak againſt any man. 


8. ALL theſe ought he to bring himſelf to 
downright force, that is defirous to be well- 
pleaſing to Chri/t, that ſo (when he ſhall behold 
this forwardneſs and full intention of his, in thus 
compelling himſelf to all goodneſs) he may impart 
his whole ſelf to him, the Lord himſelf perform- 


ing 
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ing all theſe things within him in purity, without 
trouble, and without compulſion, which before he 
was not able, not even with force and violence to 
obſerve. Then all theſe exerciſes of vertue be- 
come to him as nature. For the LoxD when He 
comes, and is in him, and he in the Lorp, per- 
forms in him his own commands without labour, 
filling him with the fruits of the Spirit. 


g. WHOEVER therefore is willing to pleaſe 
Gop in truth, and receive from Him the heavenly 
e ed in the 

y Spirit, ought to force himſelf upon all the 
commandments of (3oD, and to bring his unwill- 
ing heart in ſubjection to em, according as it is 
written, Therefore hold I flraight all thy command- 
ments, and all falſe ways I utterly abhor. For as a 
man in order to perſeverance in prayer acts with 
violence and conſtraint till he can bring himſelf to 
it: ſo alfo in all inſtances, if he has a willing 
mind, he is violent and prethng with himſelf. 
Nay, and after he has obtain'd his petition, and is 
come to taſte of Gop, and is made partaker of the 
Holy Ghoſt, he takes pains to improve the gift 
_ imparted to him. 


10. Tas Spirit itſelf then teaches him the true 
prayer, the true love, the true meekneſs: which 
before he forc'd himſelf to, and ſought after; and 
which took up his whole thoughts. And being 
thus grown up, and conſummated in Gon, he is 
thought worthy to become the heir of the kingdom. 
For the humble man never falls. For whence 
ſhou'd he fall, who is below all? Self-elevation is 
a great abaſement: but ſelf-abaſement is a great 


exaltation, and honour, and dignity. 
11. AND thus the commandments of Gop, be- 

gin fulfil]'d by us thro his Spirit, and that Spirit 
q ; per- 
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petfecting us in it ſelf, and being it ſelf completed 
in us, when once cleans'd from all the pollution and 
ſtain of fin, it will then preſent our ſouls to Chris, 
as beautiful brides, pure and blameleſs: we on the 
one hand repoſing ourſelves in Gop, in his king- 
dom, and GopÞ on the other, taking up his reſt in 
us, to endleſs ages! Glory be to his mercics, and 
compaſſion, love; for that He hath vouchſaf d 
to admit the race of mankind unto ſo great ho- 
nour, to be the ſons of his heavenly Father, and 
declar'd them to be his own brethren. To Him 
be glory for ever! Amen. 
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Homity XII. 


Chriſt alone, is able to heal the ſoul, and 
to adorn her with the robe of grace. 


1. IF any one is naked for want of the heavenly 

cloathing, which is the power of the Spirit, 

(as it is faid, Now if any man have not the 
the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his: ) let him 
weep, and intreat the Loxp that he may receive 
the ſpiritual cloathing which is from heaven; that 
he may have a covering for his ſoul, diſrob'd of 
the divine power. For he is cloath'd with vile af- 
— that is not clad with the garment of the 

pirit. 


2. Fox as in the things that are ſeen, if any one 
is naked, he is in much confuſion and diſgrace; 
and even friends turn away from their friends that 
are naked: thus does Gop turn away from 
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the ſouls that are not cloath'd with the garment of 
the Spirit in the full aſſurance of faith, as not hav- 
ing * on the LoRD Jeu Chriſt in power and in 
8 | 


3. Tae very firſt man when he beheld himſelf 
naked, was atham'd. So great is the diſhonour 
that attends nakedneſs! If therefore in relation 
only to the body, the being naked expoſes us to ſo 
much ſhame: how much rather is the ſoul that is 


unclo ath' of the divine power, that is not clad 


with the raiment not to be deſcrib'd, immortal, 
and ſpiritual, the Lox p Teſus Chrift Himſelf, co- 
ver'd over with ſhame and diſhonourable -affec- 


tions! Every one that is uncloath'd of that divine 


glory ought- to be aſham'd of himſelf, and to ac- 


knowledge the diſgrace he is under: As Adam was 
aſham'd with reſpect to his body being naked; 
tho* he made himſelf a covering of fig- leaves. Let 
therefore ſuch a ſoul aſk of Chri/?, who cloaths it 
with glory, which ſurpaſſes all expreſſion, without 
making to it ſelf any covering of vain thoughts, or 
being Jeluded with an opinion of its own righte- 
ouſnels. | 


4. For if any one ſtands only upon ＋ 
rigbteonſneſt (not looking for the righteouſneſs : 
Gop, which is the Lorp, who, as the Aa 


ſpeaks, is made to us righteouſneſs and redemption:) 


the pains he takes are vain and fruitleſs. For ſuch 


an opinion of his own righteouſneſs is at the laſt 


day plainly laid open as a filthy rag, as faith the 
prophet, All our righteouſneſs is as filthy rags. 


LET us therefore beg of Gop, and intreat Him 
that we may put on the garment of ſalvation, our 
Lord Feſus Chrift, Glory be to his tender mer- 
cies and compaſſion, which ſurpaſs all expreſſion 


and utterance! | 
heh 5. As 
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5. As the Woman that was diſeas'd with an iſſue 
of blood, when ſhe had touch'd the hem of our 
LoRD's ent, was heal'd immediately; and the 
impure fountain of her blood was dried up: So 
every ſoul that has the incurable wound of fin, 
the fountain of unclean and wicked thoughts, if 
ſhe will come to Chrift, recovers her health; and 
that fountain which ſendeth forth impure thoughts, 
only thro the power of Feſus, abates and is dried 
up. | 


6. To Him alone this is poſſible. For as that 


Woman who had ſpent all ſhe was worth upon 
thoſe that had promis'd to heal her, was yet cur'd 
by no man, till ſuch time as ſhe came to the 
LorD, and touch'd his hem: So is it with the 
ſou! that has been wounded from the beginning 


with this incurable wound of ſinful affections: 


which none of the ice neither the Fathers, 


nor the Prophets, or Patriarchs have been able to 


| Cure. * , 


7. MOSES came, but was not able to give 
perfect health. The Prieſts, the gifts, tithes, new- 
moons, waſhings, ſacrifices, whole burnt-offer- 
ings, and every other branch of righteouſneſs were 
punctually obſerv'd under the law. And yet the 
Soul cou'd not be heal'd, and cleans'd from the 
impure fountain of ſinful thoughts. Neither cou'd 
al its righteouſneſs avail any thing: Till ſuch 


ranſom for the race of mankind. He alone 
wrought the great and ſaving redemption, and 
cure of the Soul. He it was that ſet it free from 
the ſtate of bondage, and brought it out of dark- 
neſs, having glorified it with his own light. He 
hath dried up the . of unclean thoughts; 


Vol. I. for 
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time as the Saviour came Himſelf, the true phyſi- 
cian, who healeth freely, who gave Himſelf a 
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for beheld, faith the Scripture, the Lamb of Goo 
which taketh away the fin of the world 


8. ITs own medicines out of the earth, that is, 
its own righteous ations, were not able to heal it 
of ſo great a plague. But by the heavenly and di- 
vine nature, the gift of the Holy Spirit, was man 


capable of , Cd aha purified in his 


hn by the Holy G 


Lr us therefore have faith in 2 im, and come 


to Him in truth, that He ma ür his 
healing-operation within us: a. Fer. He hath promis d 
to Give to them that aſt Him, his Ho Ho. and 
to 9 1 them that knock, and to be found of them 
that ſeek Him: And He that promis'd cannot lie. 


To E r 000 Og tor ever Amen. 


Ho Mily XIII. 


That no man, unleſs he is ſtrengthen d by 
Chriſt, ig able to get clear of the ſtum- 
bling blacks of Satan. And what they 

Hts: to do, that are e defirous Y the di- 

vine glory. : 


A HEY in whom is the divine law, in- 
grafted in the heart, having the eyes of 
their mind enlightned, are able to get 

clear of the ſtumbling-blocks of the wicked one. 

But er ak are not honour'd with the word of 


Cop, being vainly p uff; d up, imagine 1 
| C 


r 


} 


The Homilies of Macarvs. 127 


their own free-will they can cut off all occaſions 


of ſin, which yet is condemn'd through the my- 
ſtery of the croſs alone. | 


2. For it is impracticable to go upon the Aſp 
and the Baſfiliſk, and to tread upon the Lion and 
the Dragon, unleſs we are firſt enabled by Him 
that ſaid to the Apoſtles, Behold, I give you pow- 
er to tread on Serfents, and Scorpions, and over 
all the potuer of the enemy. For were the humane 
nature able, without the complete armour of the 
Holy Spirit, to ſtand againſt the wiles of the De- 
vil, we had never been told by the Apoſtle, The 
Gop of peace ſhall bruiſe Satan under your feet 


Forth. 


H therefore that is defirous to be made par- 
taker of the divine glory, ought with an unſa- 
tiable affection, with his whole heart and ſtrength, 


night and day to ſeek help from Goo. 
3- WHEREFORE endeavour all can to be- 
come the child of Gop without and to 


enter into that ret, whither the — Chriſt 
is entred for us. Do your utmoſt that your name 
be written in the church in Heaven with the firſt- 
born; that you may be found at the right hand of 
the Majeſty on high. Study to enter into the holy 
city, the peaceful Feriiſalem. Pour out tears da 
and night, according to him that ſaid, Every nig 
waſh I my bed, and water my couch with my tears. 
For they that ſow in tears all reap in joy. "Where- 
fore the Prophet expreſſes himſelf with confidence, 
Hold not thy peace at my tears. 


4. Setx Him only who faid, I am come to fend. 


fre on earth, which I wou'd it were already kindled. 


For this burning of the Spirit it is that kindles up 
bew Life ir the Heart: This divine fire is us'd to 
N2 enlighten 


not by Angels, but in his own Perſon, on pur- 
©. poſe to recall thee that hadſt been loſt, and 
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enlighten Souls, and to try them as the pure gald 
in Ne furnace, but to conſume ſin as thorns 


and ſtubble. This inflam'd the heart of Clcopas 


and his companion, as our Saviour was talking to 
them after the reſurrection. This burns up the 
beam in the inward eye, and reſtores the mind to 
its purity, that ſo upon recovering its native power 


of ſeeing, it may inceflantly behold the wonders 
of Gop. Let us pray this Fire, that it would 


come to us alfo, that we walking at all times in 
the Light, may never, no not for a moment, 4% 
our feet againſt a flene but, as lights ſhining in 
the world, may hold forth the word of eternal life; 


that enjoying the good things of Gon, we may 
reſt with the Lord in life, glorifying the Father, 


and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. To whom 


be glory for ever! Amen. 


HomiLyY XIV. 


Concerning the truth and excellency of the 


Soul; and how it is tempted by. Satan, 
and obtains deliverance. | 
ON't ſlightly regard the intellectual nature 


of the Soul. The immortal Soul is a veſ- 
| ſel of gyeat price. Obſerve how great the 


Heaven is and the Earth, and yet Gop took not 


any great complacency in them : but in thee only. 
Behold thy own worth and high deſcent; that 
the Loxp ſhould come on an embaſly, and that 


to 
reſtore 


þ the commg of the Holy Spirit 


The Homilies of MaCarvs, 129 


teſtore to thee the original formation of Adam in 
his purity. For man was Lord of all, from Hea- 
ven above to the depths beneath, and pure from 
ſin (the image) —_ likeneſs of Gop. But thro? 
2 tranſgreſſion he is fallen, and wounded and 
d 


2. Queſt. Ir the natura 2 75. cence rooted out 


Auſio. Sin is rooted out; and Man recetves the 
original formation of Adam in his purity. Thiro” 
the power of the Spirit, he comes up to the firſt 
Adam; yea, is made greater than him. 


Queſt. 1s Satan let liofe to a certain degrees 

er makes way as he pleaſes f 
Anfto. If he were permitted to war at pleaſure 
he would put an end to all. If the flver-ſmithe 


And if Man has fill enough to proportion his 
burdens to his beaſt, ſuitable to the ſtrength w 4 
have to carry: How much more does Gon, who 
knows the capacities of Men, looſen the reins of 
the adverſe power in different degrees? In the 
ſame proportion therefore, as any one is able to 
. let 
looſe upon him. 


4. Queſt. Buer Satan ver te M, td is Men 
freed from the war ? Or, bar he way as lang” us 
be lives? _ 

Anſw. Satan at no time leeps As long as 
ony one lives in this world, and wears fleth, he 
finds war. But when'the fer darts of the nig! 
one ſhall be quenched, what then is there that hurts 
the Man? Since he has the King to befriend 
him, one that gives an helping hand, he receives 


no manner of damage. For when a Man has 


N 3 pale'd 


and the gold-ſmith put on fire by rule; for if there 
is more than enough, the gold and filver is loft: 
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paſs'd through, all degrees, and is become the 
bn be after tht be lable to ig 


from any one ? 


* c. CanteTrans are cloath'd with the Spirit, 
and are at reſt. And tho' war ariſeth from with- 
out, they are inwardly fortified with the power of 
the LorD, and are no more concern'd for Satan. 
Fuſt ſo when he tempted our Lord in the wilder- 
neſs, for forty days: What real hurt was it, that 
he cou'd outwardly approach his body? For with- 
in was Gop. In like manner Chriſtians, though 
outwardly they are tempted : yet inwardly are 
they lr exif the divine Nature, and fo nothing 
injur'd Theſe degrees if any man attain to, he 
is come to the perfect love of Chriſt, and to the 
fulneſs of the Godhead. But he that is not ſo, 
ftill inwardly retains the war. He is one hour 
retreſh'd in prayer, and another in a ſtate of at- 
fiction. For ſo is the will of the Lord: becauſe 
he is as yet but an infant, he trains him up to 
the battle. And there ſpring up in him both light 
and darkneſs, and reſt and affliction: And that, 
whatever gifts he hath : For many of the brethren 
have had the gifts of Healing, _ Revelation, and 
Prophecy : However, not —— attain'd to per- 
tet Charity, the war came upon them, and they 
fell. Indeed, if any one comes to perfect Love, 


| he is for ever after bound and captivated by 


Grace. But if any one make but ſmall advances 
towards this, he is {till in bondage to fear, and ta 
war, and to _— | 


l 
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HoulLyY XV. 


Concerning the worth and condition of the. 


Chriſtian. 
OW, O man, thy high deſcent and 


worth: how precious thou art as the bro 

ther of Chriſi, the friend of the King, 
the ſpouſe of the heavenly Bridegroom. For who- 
ſoever ſhall diſcover the worth of his Soul: he is 
alſo able to diſcover the power, and the myſteries. 
of the divine nature, and thereby to be the more 
abagd; foraſmuch as by the power of Gop it is, 
that any one ſees his fall. But in the ſame man- 
ner that He paſs'd through fufferings and the croſs, 
and ſo was glorified, and fat down on the right 
hand of the Father: ſo doth it behove you alſo to, 
ſuffer with Him, and to be crucified with Him, 
and ſo to riſe again, and ſit t „and to be 
Join'd together with Chriſt, for ever to —_ 
yen with Him. 


2. CHRISTANITY therefore i is no trivia matter. 
It is a great myſtery. Conſider therefore well thy 
high deſcent, that thou art called to royal dignity, 

a cheſen generation, a royal prigſi hood, and an holy 
nation. Yor the myſtery of Chriſtianity. is foreign 
to this world. he glory of a king, which is 
ſeen, and his riches are earthly, and corruptible, 
and paſſing away. But that kingdom, and thoſe 
niches are divine things + heavenly and glo- 
rious, never paſſing or they reign toge- 
ther with the — King i in the church in Hea- 


VEIL, 
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ven. And He truly is the firft-born from the dead: 
but then are they the fir/f-born alſo. Yet are they 
in their own eyes, the very leaſt of all, and great- 
ly ſet at nought. Nay this is become to them as 
it were natural, and rivited into them to eſteem 


themſelves nothing, 


Queſt. Do they thes net lese that they are 
fire, inn tohich they had not before? 
Anſw. do: "bib {till they look upon them 
| ſelves to be of no eſteem. Tho' with Gop they 


are p ar- RING themſelves they are not ſo: 
PL ey had known nothing at all. 


4 Queſt. How is it that the Apoſtle ſays, Th 7 
8 all knowledge, and all prophecy, and ſpeat with | 
the tongues of Angals, I am nothing ? 

Anſw. In for of that charity, which is per- 
fect, are theſe but ſmall matters; and he that is in 
any of theſe Degrees may fall. I have ſeen men 
that have been admitted to the whole circle of 
gifts, and been partakers of the Spirit; and theſe 

very perſons, not having attain'd to perfect cha- 
1 have have falbn. One of the noble order fold all 
his goods, ſet them that were ſlaves at liberty ; was 
himfalf a perſon of prudence and underſtanding: 
yet in the midſt of all, by conceiving an opinion 
of himſelf, he fell in the event into ſcandalous im- 
parities and endleſs miſchiets. 


. AxoTHER in time of perſecution. yielded up 
his body, and was hung up; and his ſenſes taken 
away; afterwards he was thruſt into priſon. There 
attended him one of the women according to the 
faith; and having contracted familiarity with her, 
even while in cuſtody, he fell into fornication. 
See! the rich man thar ſold his goods, and he that 


WG ” How they fell 


6, ANo- 
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heart. For 
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ANOTHER, that liv'd with me in the ſame 
houſe, and pray'd with me, was rich in grace. 
There was given him the gift of Healing; and he 

out Devils, but heal'd likewiſe thoſe 
that were afflicted with grievous ſickneſſes, purely 
by putting his hands upon them. Afﬀter this, 
growing careleſs, he was puft'd up, and fell into 
the very loweſt depths of ſin. See! ev'n he that 


had the gift of Healing, fell. You ſee how they 


fall before they come to perfect love. But he that 
arrives at this, is plung'd all over, and carried off 
captive into another world. | 1 


5. Queſt. What is the meaning of thoſe words, 


which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 


they entred into the heart of man? _ * 
Anſw. At that time the great Men, and the 
Righteous, and the Kings knew that the Redeemer 
was to come: but that his blood was to be pour'd 
out upon the croſs; they neither knew nor. had 
heard; neither had it enter'd into their heart, that 
there was to be the Baptiſm of Fire, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt; and that Chriſtians were to receive 
the Comforter: and be cloath'd with power from 
on high, and be fill'd with the Godhead, and 
mix'd together with the Holy Spirit: This they 
knew nothing of, neither had it enter d into their 
Chriſtians now grow rich in a quite 
different way, and are carried up into the God- 
head. But tho' poſſeſs'd of ſo much joy and com- 
fort, they are yet in fear and trembling. 


= 
» V 


Queſt. What fear and trembling ? : 


* Anfw. A jealous fear, that they make no falſe 


ſtep in any one inſtance: But harmonize with 
grace. For a man does not immediately arrive at 
perfection. Firſt, he enter the liſts, and fights 
with Satan, and after a long courſe and fight he 


CArries 
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carries off the trophies of victory, and becomes a 
Chriſtian. 


For if merely by hearing, a Man is made per- 
fect without any further trouble: then even thoſe 
that frequent the theatre, and whore-mongers ſhall - 
all go into the kingdom. But this cannot be: the 
way is fireight and narrow: We muſt go thro' this 
rugged way, and hold out with patience, and be 
afflicted, and fo enter into life. 


6. Bur this is the way to Gop, viz. To travel 
the road of life in much patience, in hope, in 
humbleneſs of mind, in poverty of Spirit, in meek- 
neſs; and thro' theſe is a man poſſeſs d of righte- 
ouſneſs within himſelf. But the righ we 
are ſpeaking of, is the Lon Hine. "Theſe 
commandments are as marks of the royal way, 
leading them that travel it, up to the heav 
city. For faith he, Bl:fſed are the poor in yon 
Bleſſed are the meet; Bleſſed are the merciful; Bleſſed 
art the peacematers. This is Chriſtianity. Glory 
be to the tender mercies of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt for ever! Amen. 


EE ULRSE EE, x4 
DOA 


Homily XVI. 
The miſery of the Soul, when by reaſon of 
| Sin, the Lond doth not dwell in her. 


O to that way, wherein none walketh, 
neither heareth in it the voice of Man! 
for it is become a of beafts. 
Wo to the Soul, when the Lok walketh not. 


Il 
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in her, neither driveth out of her the ſpiritual 
beaſts of wickedneſs with his voice! Wo to the 
houſe, when the Maſter of it doth not inhabit it! 


Wo to the earth, when it hath no Huſbandman _- 
to till it! Wo to the ſhip, when it hath no 
Pilot; for then is it toſs d about with the waves, 


and ftorms! Wo to the Soul, when it hath not 
the true Pilot in her! For then being in the ſea 
of darkneſs, toſs d about by the waves of unruly 


paſſions, at the mercy of wicked ſpirits, it obtains” 
in the end deſtruction. Wo to the Soul, when it 


wanteth Chriſ to till it with care, that it may 
bring forth the good fruits of the Spirit . For lying 
waſte, and being full of thorns and thiſtles, in the 
end it is burnt with fire. Wo to the Soul, when it 
hath not Chrift ber Maſter dwelling in her! For 
then is it a wilderneſs; yea, is fill'd with the ill 
ſavour of diſorderly affections, the fink of all cor- 


ruption. 


2. As in Egypt during the three days darkneſs, 
the ſon ſaw not his father, neither the brother his 
brother, the darkneſs concealing them: So when 
Adam had tranſꝑreſs d the commandment, the veil 
of darkneſs came upon his foul; And now he faw 


not his true and heavenly Father, and neither his 


brother, the LoKD, nor his friends and kindred, 


the Holy Angels. And even to this time, I 


upon whom CGhri/t, the Sun of righteoujneſs ; 
not riſen, and in whom-the eyes of the Soul hath 


not been open'd, are under the ſame darkneſs of 
lin, and have not eyes to behold their Father, 22h 


3. Fox this every one ought to know, that 


there are eyes within theſe outward eyes, and a 
ſenſe of hearing more inward; than this of the out- 
ward ear. And as theſe eyes of ours ſenſibly be- 
hold and know the face of a friend, or one we 
love; So do the eyes of a faithful Soul, enlightned 

| with 
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with divine light, & ſee the true friend, the Bride- 
groom, the And thus beholding the 
only beauty which ſurpaſſes expreſſion, it is 
wounded with divine love: It is directed to all the 
vertues of the Spirit; and obtains the boundleſs 
and never- failing love of her Lozp. 


Hour XVII. 
Gop executes the per rations of his 


Grace upon mankin 


, after a two-fold 
manner. | 


comprehenſible : He executes the diſpen- 

ſations of his Grace upon mankind after 
an ufrſcarchable manner with great variety; that 
they may be manifeſt that ſeek Him with 20 their 
heart, and endure all manner of danger and la- 
bour upon his account. Some are prevented with 
the favours and gifts of the Holy Spirit, immedi- 
ately as ſoon as they aſk without toil, and ſweat, 
and fatigue. Gop affording them grace, not by 
chance; but by a wiſdom that exceeds all expreſ- 
ſton: Let theſe who ſo quickly obtain the divine 
Grace, be ſenſible of the benefit and kindneſs that 
has been ſhewn them, and of the ſweetneſs of 


1. 1 * E wiſdom of Gop being infinite and in- 


 Gop, according to the proportion of Grace re- 
ceiv'd without any pains of their own: let them 


give proof of their diligence, and their conflict; 
and — a ſuitable return for thoſe gifts, by giv- 


ing their whole ſelves to the love of the Lonp, 


doing 
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doing his Will only, and withdrawing themſel ves 
perfectly from all carnal deſire. | BY 


2. On others (though they have withdrawn 
from the world, and pe rſevere in prayer, and faſt- 
ing and diligence) Gop does not immediately be- 
ſtow his grace and reſt, and the gladneſs of the 
Spirit, but with-holds the gift, that He may ſee 
whether they thought Him the faithful and true 
Gop, who has promis'd, to give to them that aſt, 
and to oten to them that knick, the door of Life; 
that He may obſerve whether they endure to the 
end, aſking and ſeeking; or whether thro' re- 
miſsneſs, they fall off, not holding on to the end. 


3. Fox ſome that receive not in a little tim e, 
are the more deſirous after heavenly things; and 
every Day adds to their former induſtry, and ſpecd, 
and ſtruggle, and hunger and chirſt aſter that 
which is good; nothing diſpirited, by the trials 
that are preſent with their ſoul, nor turning to im- 
patience, or deſpair: Yea, the more the Lokp 
puts them upon the trial, ſo much the more cager,, 
diligent, and obſtinate they are, in ſecking after 
the gift of Gop; being fully aſſured that Gop 
cannot lie, who hath promis'd to give his Grace, 
to them that continue to aſk. | 


4. WHEREFORE ſuitably to this aſſurance, do 
they make an. eſtimate of themſelves wherein they 
are deficient: whether it be in labour, or conflict, 
or application, or any other point, and when they 
make this ſcrutiny, with all the exactneſs they 


are able, they force and urge themſelves, all they 


can, to do what is well-pleaſing to the LoxD; as 
having this full confidence, that Gop, who is 
truc, will not deprive them of the giſt of the Spi- 
it, if they perſevere to the end in expectation of 
Him; but they ſhall receive the heavenly Grace, 

Vol. I. O while 
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while they continue in the fleſh, and ſhall obtain 
eternal life. * 


5. AND thus do they direct their eye to the 
Loxp, looking for Him only with great deſire, 
and ever waiting for the abs; Hr 7 and 
taking no comfort in any thing of this world. At 
the ſame time the Lox p himſelf is already after an 
hidden manner -preſent with them, and ſuccours, 
and preſerves them, and is their ſupport: altho' 
they have not obtain'd the grace of the Spirit, and 
the refreſhment of the heavenly gift; yet let them 
not fear: they that take up ſuch an intention, and 
endeavour, and pains, and defire of vertue, and 
continue in it to the end, ſhall of a truth obtain 
life, and the everlaſting kingdom. | 


6. LeT not therefore any of the brethren be 
lifted up againſt his brother, ſo as to fay, I have 
the ſpiritual gift, and thou haſt not. For you 
know not what the morrow may bring forth; or 
what end his will be, and what your own. But 
let every one looking well to himſelf, ſift his con- 
ſcience at all times, and prove the work of his 
heart, what application, and conflict he has in his 
mind towards Gop. And aiming at the perfect 
mark of liberty, and freedom from diſorderly affec- 
tions, let him run without intermiſhon, _ 

Ang his confidence in any gift, or in any a 
bf righteouſneſs. Glory e be to the 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit for 
cer! Amen. | 
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ing his heart according to his humane part. 


the darkneſs of the enemy. 
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Homily XVIII. 
Concerning the progreſs of a Chriſtian, | 


1. A $S many lights and burning lamps are kin- 
dled by the fire, but all the lamps and 
lights are lighted up from one nature: 

Thus Chriſtians alſo are lighted up from one na- 

ture, and ſhine, from the divine Fire, the Son 

of Gop; and have theſe lamps flaming in their 
hearts and ſhine before Him while on earth, even 
as He Himſelf. | 


2. CHRISTIANS therefore are lights that have the 
oil in themſelves, that is, the fruits o righteeuſneſs. 
But if they are not lighted up from the light of the 
Godhead in themſelves, they are nothing. The 
Lord was a burning light. thro? the Spirit of the 
Godhead abiding ſubſtantially in Him, and inflam- 


* 


2. For as a rotten bag that is fill'd with pearls: 
So are Chriſtians alſo, who being outwardly deſpi- 
cable, have in the inward man the Pearl of great 
price. But others are like whited ſepulchres, with- 
out indeed they are beautiful; but within are full of 
dead mens bones. They are dead before Gop, and 
cloath'd with all manner of ſhame, and filth, and 


- 


4. Tux Chriſtian ought at all times to be mind- 
ful of God, For it is written, Thou ſhalt love the 
O 2 Lok 
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Lok thy GoD with all thy heart; that he may not 
only leve the LokD, when he goes into his Ora- 


' tory, but that even when walking, and in compa- 


y, and when eating he may retain the memory of 
op, and a natural affection for Him. Indeed to 
what thing ſoever the heart of any one is link'd, 
that is his GoD. I the heart at all times defireth 
Gop, He i the Lond of the heart. But if any 
one that has outwardly renounc'd all, and is ſtript 
of his poſſeſſions; yet is wedded to himſelf, or to 
worldly deſires: whereſoever his heart ischain'd, that 
is his Gop. And he is found to have come out of 
the world indeed thro* the broad gate, but thro' a 
wicket to have gone in again. 


F. Bor if a man at all times cleave faſt unto the 
Lord, and places his confidence and hope upon 
Him: then none can hurt him: for tho' the De- 
vils are ſtrong as the ſtrong mountains, they are 
burnt by prayer, as wax by fire. Yet in the mean 
time great is the ſtruggle and fight that lies upon 
the Soul againſt them. There are the rivers of 
dragons, and the mouths of ons. But the fire of 
love burneth up all. W 


6. As a man that is a complete worker of evil, 
is inſatiable after miſchief: So Chriſtians that have 
been baptiz'd into the Holy Spirit, are inſatiable 
after Gord. Yet while they have a mixture of fin, 


they are liable to fear, and travel thro” frightful 


places. 


/ 

7. Fox as merchants, tho" they have now a fair 
wind, and a ſmooth ſea, are in fear, Jeſt on a ſud- 
den there ſhou'd be a contrary wind, and the ſea 
grow tempeſtuous: So Chriſtians, tho* they have 
in themſcives the favourable wind of the Spirit 
blowing; yet are in concern, leſt the wind of 2 

verſe 
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adverſe power ſhou'd riſe upon them, and ſtir up 
a tempeſt in their ſouls, 


THERE is need therefore of great induſtry, that 
we may come to the haven of reſt, to the per- 
fect world, to eternal life and pleaſure, to the city 
of the Saints, to the heavenly Feruſalem, to the church 


of the finſt- born. 


8. Nox ought we to be ſecure. For as a gar- 
den that is ſet with Fruit-trees, and ſweet-ſmelling 
Plants, and all well laid out and contriv'd with 
beauty, and has withal a little wall for an 5 5 to 
keep it; if it ſhou'd fo fall out that a rapid River 
runs by it, and by little and little diffolves the 
foundation ; having once gain'd entrance, it roots 
up all that was planted. Even thus is the heart 
of man; it has good thoughts and deſires: but 
there are rivers of corruption ever approaching. 
And if the mind but a little give way to unclean 
thoughts: lo, the ſpirits of error have entred in, 
and overturn'd all the beauties that were there, 
and laid the Soul waſte. Yo! 


9. As the eye is little beyond all the members, 
and yet contains the Heaven, the Stars, the. Sun, 
the Moon, Cities, and other creatures: for- all 
theſe are ſeen under one, are form'd and imag'd in 
the pupil of the eye. Thus alſo the heart is a little 
veſſel. And yet there are Dragons, and there are 
Lions, the poiſonous beaſts, and all the treaſures” 
of wickedneſs; and there are rugged ways; and 
precipices. In like manner there is God, there are 
the Angels; there is the life and the kingdom; 
there is the light, there are the treaſures of grace; 
there are all things. | 


10. Av p yet many find them not. For as 
when the alarm of war is ſounding, the wiſemen, 
O 3 and 
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and the great ones were not there; but the poor, 
and the unlearned are ſent forth; and they work 
a victory over their enemies, and receive from the 
King the rewards of their victory, and crowns, 
and dignities. Thus alſo is it in heavenly things. 
It is the poor and unlearn'd from the begin- 
ning, that love the truth, do what it requires, 
fight the good fight, and receive from Gop the 
grace of his Spirit. But the wiſe, and great, fly 
the war; neither do they make any progreſs ; and 
conſequently are left behind them, who have fought 
and overcome. | 


* 


AND the Lok hath promis'd, here I am, 
there alſo ſhall theſe my ſervants be, And they ſhall 
reign together with the Father, and with the Son, 
4 with the Holy Spirit, even to ages of ages! 

men. 
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FE Hour XIX. 


What kind of change Chriſt worketh in 


the Chriſtian. 


Is E that cometh to Gop, and deſires to be 
the perſon that fatteth with Chriſt b 
bis throne, ought to come to Him upon 

this very view, that he may be changed from his 

former ſtate and converſation; that he may be 

a new man, who carries nothing of the old man 

about him: For if any man be in Chriſt, he is a 

new Creature. For our LoRD Jeſus Chrift came 

for this very reaſon, that He might change, and 


Je- 


4 
” 


into him. For He that c 


| Prieſts and Levites, and the 
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renew, and create afr: this Soul that had beem 
perverted by vile affections, tempering it with 
his own divine Spirit. He came to work a new 
Mind, and a new Soul, and new Eyes, new Ears, 
a new ſpiritual Tongue; yea, to make them that 
believe in Him new Men, that He might pa 
them the new Wine, which 1 is his Spirit. 


2. Fox as the enemy, when he had — 
Man into his own hands, wrought him anew for 
himſelf, having cloath'd him with vile affections, 
and pour'd into him the ſpirit of ſin: fo alfo the 
Lok D having redeem'd him from the enemy, 
wrought him anew, and pour'd his own Spirit 
the nature of the 
burning fire to bedew them that were in the fur- 
nace ; and for Daniel's fake tam'd the nature of 
the Lone, can alſo transform the Soul that was 
grown wild by ſin into his own goodneſs and 
peace by the Holy Spirit of Promiſe. | 


3. For ns" the Shepherd eam heal = Gs 
Sheep, and keep him from the Wolves: fo the 
true Shepherd is able to heal the Sheep that was 
loſt, even Many from the leproſy of of fon The 
eachers that were 
before, were never able to heal the Soul by their 
oblations of Gifts and Sacrifices; yea, they were 
not able to heal themſelves. For it was not peſſibie 


that the Blood of Bulls and of Geats ſhould take a 


way fin. But the Loxp can heal every diſeaſe, 
* ſickneſs of the Soul. And 1 the true 
— of the Soul is from the Lorp only. 


4. THE good Shepherd therefore healeth the 
Sheep. But the Sheep itſelf can never heal the 
Sheep. And unles Man be heaPd, there is no 
entrance for him into the congregation of the 
Loxp in Heaven. —— 
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law through a ſhadow : 4 Leper ſhall not enter into 
the congregation of the LoRD. But He command- 
ed the Lover to go to the Prieſt, who was to brin 
him into the houſe of his tabernacle, put his . 
upon the leproſy, the place mark'd with the in- 
fection, and heal it. After the ſame manner, 
Chri/t, the true 3 of good things to 
come, in condeſcenſion to leprous ſouls, enters 
into the tabernacle of their body, takes care of 
their diſorders, and healeth them. And thus will 
the Soul be able to enter into the heavenly church 
of the Saints of the true //rael, But every Soul 
that bears the /eproſy of ſin in her affections, and 
will not come to the true High-Prieſt, and be 
taken care of now, finds no ifion into the 
camp of the Saints. | 

IT behoveth therefore the Soul that truly be- 
lieveth in Chriſti, to be changed from her preſent 
nature into another nature, which is divine, and 
to be wrought new herſelf thro' the power of the 
Holy Spirit. And to obtain this, will be allow'd 
to us who believe and love Him in truth, and 
walk in all his holy Commandments. 


5. No man can of himſelf go over the ſea, un- 

leſs he have a veſſel, which is able to go upon 
the waters: after the ſame manner is it impoſſible 
for the Soul to paſs over the ſea of ſin, and the 
abyſs. of the powers of darkneſs; unleſs it receive 
the Spirit of Chri/t that walketh, and makes its 
way over all, wickedneſs, by means of which he 
will arrive hy a quick and ſtraight paſſage at the 
heavenly Port of reſt. | 


6. Bur as a Ship ſtands in need of a Pilot, in 
order to fail well: the LoRD Himſelf is a Pilot to 
the faithful Soul, and conveys it through all the 
waves of wickedneſs, and the ſtrong winds of fin. 
Without Chri/?, it is impoſſible for any one to get 

| over 
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over the wicked ſea of the powers of darkneſs. 


They mount up, faith the P/almi/t, to the Heavens 


1 
2 


and go duum again to the depths. But He 4s well 
acquainted with the whole art of a Pilot, and tram- 
ples upon their fierce waves. For He, faith the 
Apoſtle, having Himſelf been tempted, is able to 
fuccour them that are tempted. © + 
7. We ought therefore to ZeHeve with our. whole 
heart his unſpeakable prortiſes, to Tove the Lok b, 
and to be induſtridus in all vertues, and to beg 
continually, that we may receive the promiſe af Fes 
Spirit entirely and perfectly; that ſo our 
might be quickned whilſt we are yet in the fleſh. 
For unleſs the Soul ſhall in this world receive the 
ſanctification of the Spirit through much faith and 
prayer, and be made partaker of the divine Nature, 
(through which it will be able without Mme and 
fit for the kingdom of Heaven. For whatever 
ood a Man hath poſſeſs'd in this world, the fame. 
all in that day be his life, thro” the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt for ever! Amen. 


LL 


in purity to in every commandment); it is un- 


HOMILIYV XM. 
Ne art or wealth of this world, but the” 
manifeſtation of Chriſt alone, is able ta 
heal Man. 


1. TE that hath made Sri his choice, ought 


_— 


to look upon all things in this world, as ; 
out of his way and foreign to him. For 
" wh Gi , wy od ++ e 
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he chat truly follows after the cr0/5 of Chriſt, hay- 


ing renounc'd all things, and even his own ſoul, 
ought to have his mind fd upon the love of 
Chriſt: preferring the Lok before parents, bre- 
thren, wife, children, kindred, friends, and paſſef- 
ons. For this hath Chrift plaioly declar'd in theſe 
words, Every one that hath not left father, or mather, 
er brethren, or wife, or children, or lands, and fol- 
loweth not Me, is not worthy of Me. For in no other 


is there found /alvation and re/t for Mankind. 


2. How many kings have there ſprung from the 
race of Adam, whoſe thoughts have been lifted up 
by their royal power? Yet not one of theſe has ſo 
much as known that corruption which from the 
tranſgreſſion of the firſt Man broke in upon the 
Soul. There have alſo been ſeveral wiſe Men in 
the world, and variety of Artificers. But all theſe 
being held faſt by the Serpent dwelling within, and 
being inſenſible of the fin that cohabited with 


them, became the captives and ſlaves of the wick- 


ed power, without gaining any advantage from 
their knowledge and HI. 


3. Tux world therefore thus ſtor' d with all 
manner of varieties, is like a rich Man that is 

fiefs'd of great and ſplendid houſes, gold and 
Rees and poſſeſſions; but being diſtreis'd with 

ins and diitempers, cannot with all that wealth, 
releaſe himſelf of his infirmity. No application of 
any thing relating to this life, neither riches, nor 
ſtrength reſcue the ſoul from fin: 3 than 
the appearance of Chri/t; that alone & able to 
cleanſe both ſoul and body. Wherefore having 
diſengaged our ſelves from the cares of this life, let 
us devote our ſelves to the LorD, crying to Him 
night and diy. For this viſible world, and the reſt 


which it — fee Doane 
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the body, ſo much the mere do they ſharpen the 
diſorders of the ſoul, and increaſe her illneſs. _ 


4. God hath created both the Heaven and the 


 Farth; the Sun and the Mom, the Waters, the © 


Trees, and all kinds of living Creatures. But in none 
of theſe doth Gop take up his reſt. The Creation 
is under his command, but He hath no where 
fix'd his Throne, nor vouchſafed communion. with 
Himſelf to any but Man, in whom alone He. is 
well pleas'd, to whom He hath imparted Himſelf, 
and in whom He hath taken up his reſt. -Do you 
behold here the near relation of Gop to Man, 
and of Man to Gor? Wherefore the Soul having 
made trial of all the creatures, hath not found any 
reſt for her ſelf but in the Lord alone. Nor hath | 
the LoxD found pleaſure in any other, but Man 


only. 


5. Ir you open your eyes towards the Sun vou 
find his orb in the Heaven, but his light and rays 
glancing full upon the Earth, and the whole force 


of his light, and his brightneſs ſhooting down up- 
on it. A 


likewiſe doth our LorD /t in perſon at 
the r1ght-hand of the Father, above all principality 
and power : but his Eyes extended to the hearts of 
Men upon Earth, that He may raiſe them to the 
place where He Himſelf is; yea, He hath rais'd us 
up together with Him, and made us fit together at 
bis right-hand in heavenly places. To Him be 
Glory for ever! Amen. | IT Eos 
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As allegorical explanation of things done 
under the law. 


1. HE glory of Moſes, which he had upon 

bis face, was a Type of the true glory. 

For whereas the Jews were not able to 

vn fix their eyes upon -the face of Moſes: fo do Chri- 

. ſtians receive that glory of light within their Souls; 
and the darkneſs beareth not the ſplendor of it. 


2. Tux x were manifeſted by circumciſion, that 
'W were the people of Gon. But here the pe- 
| culiar people of God, receive the ſign of eircum- 
4 cihon within, in their heart. For the heavenly 
ſword cutteth off the unclean foreſkin of fin. 


3. Amans them baptiſm ſanctified the fleſh: 
— FI us is the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
of fire. n | 


2%. a, 


—— hs ine! 


8 


4. THERE was an outward” tabernacle, and an 
inward. And into the firſt the Pricſts went at all 
times, accompliſhing the ſervice of Gon. Into 
the ſecond, once a year-went the High-priz/t, only 
with blood; the Holy Gh this fignifying, that the 
way into the holieft of ail was not yet made manifeſt. 
But we all enter into the tabernacle not made 
with hands, whither the Forerunner is enter d for a, 
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5. Ir is written in the law, that the Prigſ all 
tele two Pigeons, and kill the one, but ſprinkle the 
living one with her Blood, and let it go, that it may 
be" oy This was a type and ſhadow of 

e truth. For CyrIsT was ſlain, and his blood 
having ſprinkled us, hath made us to bear wings. 
He hath given us of his Holy Spirit, that we might 
fly without impediment into the Godbead. 


6. To them was given the law written upon 
tables of flone: But to us that written upon the tables 
of the heart. For, faith He, I will put my laws 
into their heart, and in their mind will I write them. 
And indeed all thoſe things were aboliſhable and 
temporary. But they are now accompliſh d in the 
inward man. | 


7. Tur Lon ſpake to Moſes, to take a Lamb 
without ſpot, and kill it, and with the blood of it to 
anoint ihe threſholds and the doors, that he that 2 
firoy'd t born of the Egyptians, ſbou d nat touch 
them F 9 Ade * ſent, beheld the 
ſign of the blood from afar and withdrew. But he 
went into the houſes which had not the ſign, and 
few every fir/lborn. He alſo commanded that leaven 
ſhould be put away out of every houſe. Moreover, 
he commanded them to eat it with their loins girt, 
and with their feet ſhod with ſandals, and havin 
ſlaves in their hands. Thus does he e 
them with all haſte to eat the paſſover of the 
Lok p at even, and not to break a bone of it be- 
fore the Lok o. 


Tut came out of Egypt, as the Egyptians were 
burying their firſtborn. And they had joy upon 
their freedom from the hard age. But theſe 
_ 2 and wailing for the deſtruction of their 
children. 
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ALL theſe things are the myſtery of the Soul, 
redeem'd by the coming of CHR1sT. If the Soul 
groan and cry to Gop, He ſendeth the ſpiritual 
Haſes, to deliver her from the bondage of the 
Egyptians. Firſt it cries and groans; and then 
does it obtain the beginning of its redemption, 
But then does He command that all the old leaven 
be purg'd out of every houſe, to caſt out as much 
as poſſible, all the actions and devices of the old 
Man which is corrupt, his wicked thoughts and 
ſordid conceptions. | ' 


Tux Lamb ought to be ſlain and facrific'd, and 
the blood of it to ain the doors. For Obriſt the 
true, and immaculate Lamb was ſlain, and with 
his blood are the threſholds of the heart anointed; 
that the blood of Crit which was ſhed upon the 
— might become life and redemption to the 


"THEN after the anointing is over, He com- 
mandeth them at even to eat the Lamb, being girt 
about with girdles, and ſhod with fandals, having 
ſtaves in their hands. For unleſs the Soul be pre- 
par'd as much as in her lies, ſhe is not allow'd to 
eat of the Lamb. | SO 


He &ringeth the Souls out of Egypt, and out of 
bondage, her firſtborn being ſlain in their comin 
out. For ſome part of the power of the ſpiritua 
Pbarusb is already fallen. Grief poſſeſſes the 
Exyptians; for they groan with grief at the ſaha- 
tion of the captives. Bleffed is that Soul which is 
redeem'd from darkneſs! And woe be to that Soul 
which doth not cry and groan to Him, who is able 


to deliver her from thoſe hard and bitter exactors. 


The children of {/rac! having kept the paſſover, 
depart.” The Soul advances forwards, having once 
receiv'd the life of the Holy Spirit, and taſted 1 

f c 
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the Lamb, and been anointed with his blood, and 
fed upon the true bread, the Living Word. 


8. Tur pillar of fire, and the f illar of the cloud 
go before protecting them. I * Holy Spirit ſup- 

rts theſe, cheriſhing them, and e pn] 
bowl in a ſenſible manner. Pharazh having know 
ledge, that the people were fled, had the” confi- 
dence even after the ſlaughter of the firſtborn, to 
purſue after them, with the whole body of his peo- 
ple. How exact is the reſemblance! when the Soul 
has firſt made its eſcape, the power of Gop ſuc- 
cours her, leading her into truth. But when the 
ſpiritual Pharach, has notice that the Soul is re- 
med, he purſues. her hard with afflictions, and 
temptations. Here is ſhe tried; here is ſhe tempt- 
ed; here is her love towards Him that brought her 
out of Egypt made manifeſt. She beholds the for- 
ces of the enemy coming upon her, and yet not 
having it in their power. For in the very midit, 


between her and the Egyptians doth the Lon 


ſtand. Withal ſhe beholds before her the ſea of afflic- 
fion, and is unable to retire backward, having.on 
that ſide alſo enemies ready prepar'd; nor yet can 
the advance forwards. She has therefore the ſen- 
tence of death in her by reaſon of the throng of 
the wicked Spirits that ſurrounds her. Such is the 
way which Gop hath appointed to lead to life, 
viz. To be in affliction, and in ſtreights, and 
temptations; that thence the Soul may afterwards 
make her way to the true land of the glory of the 
Sons of Gob. When therefore the Soul has no 
hope in her ſelf thro” the overbearing affliction, 
and the death before her eyes: in that very junc- 
ture doth ſhe with a tron Fo tae? and an high arm, 
cough the ſhining forth of the Holy Spirit, break 

rough the powe ducking; and paſtes through, 
2 out 2 the 122 Face, and —_ 


152 The Homilies of Macarvis. 
ſhot through the ſea of darkneſs, and the all-de» 


vouring fire. 


Tuxsx are the myſteries of the Soul which are 
brought to paſs in the man who is induſtrious to 
come to the promiſe of life, and who is redeem'd 
out of the Kingdom of death, and made partaker of 
the Holy Spiri CEO 


7 * 
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Homily XXII. 


I is not enough for a man to be taken of 
from the delights of this world, unleſs 
be attain to the happineſs of the other. 


1. IF any man who has renounc'd this world, and 
1 1 is eſtranged from the delights of it, both 
5 poſſeſſions, and father and mother, for the 
fake of the Lok p, and having crucified himſc 
becomes a ſtranger, poor, and * yet does 


not find in himſelf the divine refreſhment, in the 
room of the refreſhment of this world, and inſtead 
of the delights which are temporary, the delights 
of the Spirit; if inſtead of this temporary and 
fleſhly communion, he is not acquainted with the 
communion of the heavenly Bridegroom; and in- 
ſtead of the joy of this world, poſſeſſes not 
within, the joy of the Spirit, the conſolation of 
the heayenly grace; if inſtead of this temporary 
fruition, he does not poſſeſs that incorruptible frui- 
tion of Gos, this perſon is pitiable above all men; 
he is depriv'd of the things here, and hath no en; 
joyment of the gifts divine | mY 
2. 


SW 
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2. H that hath renounc'd this world, 
even now to paſs in, thro the Spirit into 
world, and there to have — ne 
pleaſormry nn eee good 

ing bon of the Spirity as the Lol hath ſaid, 24 , 
that helicueth in me, is paſi d from death 4 4 
for as much as there is another death beſides 
which is before our eyes, and another life heſides 
that which doth appear. For faith the Scripture, 
She that liveth in ple — — Fouts: 
ar Let the dead bury their dead. For the dead. 

bus Gf The Is 0 . but we that a: are 


J Tus foul that is born of Gong collecting all 
her thoughts, enters in unto the Lok, into the 
houſe which is from Heaven, not made with hands, 
and all. her 'thoughts become heavenly, and pure, 
and holy, For he that is once ſet free from: the. 
— 1 of this world, findeth thoughts pure and 
divine, | becauſe Gon hath' been pleas'd to make 


wn pt EAR 1 


. 4. Ir boch your body and foul were ſpent e 
hour — 
ings, what would this amount to?” 
1 that ſo 
12 to them that believe, to .inhe 
op, . for Gop to dwell in the 5 of Man, 
and the Lok p to have Mag, for fs hou 1 11 


For as Gon created heayen a Lt for man 
to dwell in: fo hath He cored both the body and. 


| foul of man for. his own, houſe ; that He may 


dwell and reſt ih the body, as in his own houſe, 
having the Soul for his bride, made un 12 
his — For I have «/pous'd. you, ſays 

poltle, to ane huſband, that I may 15 Th, 2 a a ap 


wrgin to Chriſt. 
Een 
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5. Tuts is the Loxp: She is a ſervant. This 
is the Creator: She a creature. This is the work=- 
man: She the worknanſhip. There is nothing 

common to both natures. But thro? his boundleſs, 

„ bath it pleas'd Him to dwell in this 
work of his hands, his pretious and choice work, 
That we might be a kind of firſt fruits of his crea- 
tures, for his wiſdop, and fellowſhip, for his own 
manſion houſe, for his own pretious and pure 


WHEREFOR® ſuch good things bei ſet before. 

us, and ſuch promiſes made to us, ans the 

pleaſure of the Lok p towards us having been ſuch: 

Children! let us not be negligent, neither delay 

yr gr worn re on Sayre prior: 
ves to the ure RD, W 

and entirely. _ 


6. LET us therefore beſeech the Loxp, that by 
the power of his Godhead, He would redeem us 
from the darkneſs of our vile affections; and that 
having vindicated his own Image and work, He 
wou'd make it to ſhine out. And thus ſhall we 
be thought-worthy of the cammunion of the Spi- 
rit, e 
and to the Holy Ghoſt for ever. Auen. | 
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TO THE 


QUE EN. 


_ __Mapan, 


ALSE CHRISTIANITY hath h much over- 
run the Chriſtian World, that it is bard te 
find True CHRISTIANITY n the midſt of 
þ Counter feits. I Chriſtianity be traced to 
its firſt original Source, and conſider d in its primi- 
tive Splendor and Beauty, without any Alley of bu- 
mane Inventions or Additions, it muſt ne 
in @ divine Luſtre, in a ceigſtial Mach, 
unmixed Tunccency, in an undefiled Integr 
unſpotted Brightneſs. For True Chritunicy i 
a Divine Pedigree, and of a truly high efeent. 
All the Charms and Beauties whereby it bath in ail 
; Ages attracted the Eyes of ſome Men, are derived 
; from no leſs an Author 1 than God Himſelf; and all 
| the Graces wherewith it is adorned, are the Effect 
F his Spirit. Thus is Chriſtianity, (as it relateth_ 
to Men) the Divine Nature communicated to than. 
'Tis the Image of Gon ſtamped upon the 8 
fiining thro -all the Attions of Life. 'Tis the — 


in an 
in an 
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- eeuſneſs and He, * Truth. *Tis the Life « 


Gop within us. my many Men as there are, /o 
may kving 3 of Gon there would be, had 
| mary boing Images of in that heaventborn Sate, 
wherein it was eftablifhed at fir/t. 


Bur, alas ! II bat a ſad Inundation of Evil has 
fellow'd, 4 os ſo noble and heavenly an E/tabliſh- 
ment weer Confederacy 0 "alt the Powers 
of our Soul with Gop their fir/t Original, is en- 
trrely broke, and an epen Enmity hath ſucceeded in 
its . / Religion ir now ke a Stream, w which 
by a miaual Remove from the Fountgin- Head, an 
by paſſing thro” ſo Channels by the May, ( 
mean the unhallowed Hands and Hearts of the Ma- 
nagers theres 7 hath contracted ſuch a deal of Filth 
on the one Hand, and loft ſo much F its original 


| Soundneſs on the other; 1925 it is hard to diſcaver but 


a few Rays of its firft Light, in the mas of 1 
—_ n . ou about it. | 


Tab accu fo its iin 


. lively, „ Vigorous 
Principle, ſeated in the inme/t g and Japon by 
its Dittetes, all the Actions proceeding from thence : 
But the Chriſtianity now in vets; by rdly toucheth 
the — at all; and the Sacrifices the Chriſtians 
& up, are generally without Heart; a Thing 
pro athens themſelves counted Srodigions in their 
Victims. It is eaſily content, if the Chriftian, ſuch 
as he is, deth but tolerably keep ip to an external De- 
corum, and then fats down quietly with the Thoughts 
of having done his Duty. But if Sint be an wid 
Evil, (as moſt certainly it A ') Chriſtianity x 4 
needs be an inward Grace, in order to conquer and 
it. True Chriſtianity Taste, the 3 
Faculttes of the Soul, ¶ ſuch as Will, and 


ety few the Pollution: 475 4 1 
4 , 
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{bem,. and then rein ates them in their Flues 
e. Fs Sy 


Txve Chriſtianity ts a « Ovation of Gov. Bux 
the Advocates of falſe Chriſtianity, do not riſe above 
themſelves, but ſpin all their Religious Duties, as 

it were, out of their own Bowels. There is — 


838 in it; nothing of Grace; nothing” ef the. 


vine Nature. Every Duty they Jenny Perform, 
is a mere Humane Creation. 


7 


Tau Chriſtianity reguireth the Ward of the 
Gojpel (as the DE cans of Man's Recovery) 
ſhould become an i Wird: a Word mixed 
with Faith in the Hearer; that ſo it may be able to 
fave the Soul : But the falſe Chriſtian is apt to lean 
en an outward Compliance with ſome ſet Duties and 
Modes of Worſhip. True Chriſtianity is an Evan- 
gelical Principle, a vital Heat, an inward" Flame :* 
Hence the Works proceeding from it, are as fo many 
free, ready, loving, fleady, uniform, and uncon- 
Arained Emanations : But 22 5 valu- 
&h himſel ome frot ralities, 125 
ee 2 7 9 and 4 Set 

Duties as are off and on, according” as 
Terror of the Law worketh within, or the Approach 
of ſome great Judgment haunteth the AL row from 
without. TA which will never nouriſh and fwerten; 
but clay and Joe the Soul with Troubles ond Di Diſs. 


content. 


ANnoTHER Character of True Cbriſtianity 1 
to be principally concern'd tuith the Eſſentials and 
dubſtantials of Religion: Such as 15 the great work 
of FAITH and of the New Birth, with — reſt 'of 
the Chriſtian Virtues freely accompanying it; as Re- 
lignation, Mortification, Imitation / Chriſt, Scif- 
Abnegation, Contrition, and ethers relating te the - 
inward Principle of GRACE, and its various No- 

tions 
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tions and Operations, But falſe: Chriſtianity 7s 
chiefly, if not only, bufie about the Ceremonial Part, 
and ſome Ac and Circumſtantial Points. I. 
dringeth farth every Age, new Schemes, new Model;, 
new Projetts of of Relerion, And hence it is, that 
what Religion 5 now, is often contrary ta 

what it is de „ and to what it brought 
forth i n 


Men. 


Wren Chriſtianity made its fir arance in 
the World, it bad thets as it 2 12 
in its Hands, whereby it wanabundantly made out, 
that it was of a Divine Progeny, and ſent on no other 
Errand, 14 to make fallen "Mem Partakers of the 
Divine Nature. Love was then the true Charatter- 
tick, and peculiar Badge of CEPT Hereby 
it diſtinguiſhed itſelf from all the reft of Religions in 
the World. Hereby it left the Divineft Convictions 
of its Pre-eminence upon the moſt ob/tinate Heathens, 
among. whom it even paſſed at laſt into a Proverb: 
dee how the Chriſtians love one another ! Aud in 
this it came up very cloſe to its Author and Original, 
who is Love. It laid then a holy Violence on many 
of the maſl profligate Sinners, and ſuch as were mit 
oppoſite to it; nathing being flronger than Love, and 
nothing more effectua! to reform wicked Men into a 
Liting Religion, than Love ; eſpecially if this ap- 
pear in its unmix'd Purity, and be fd on iti 
genuine Object, whereon it ought to dwell, 


And this Spirit a Love, as it is one © the noble 
and firſt Product 45 Fruits of Gitta, fo * 
never without a Train 0 . Graces in nſeparably at- 
tending it. Wherever 70 Love reſideth, it fwayeth 
all the + a of the Saul, and Actions of f Boay, 
with an be Refitude. For Love is a Royal 
Law, and wherever it getteth the leading Hand, 
there it getteth moſt $ res Commands ; p # where 


it 


— TI  W”-_-_ÞY” OO” at AS. mm” 
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1 N remox d from this Bleſſed Original; and 
* 
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it is fixed, there it will fix alſo all that is in the Soul 
as Iſrael of old would leave not one Hoof in Egypt; 


fo this Love maketh all the Faculties, Thougits, De- 
fires, and Incli nations of the Mind, a Sacrifice unto 


the LoRD, without reſerving any Thing to the Abuſe 
of a prophane and degenerate Warld. 


One Reaſon why the State of Chriſtianity is dege- 
nerated ſo much from what it once was, and why it 
has loft in a manner, its intrinſict Power and Beau- 
ty; is plamly this: People have long miſplaced the 
Name of Chriſtianity. They have beſtotbed it an 
Things which are none of its Eſſential Ingredients. 


Mat we now commonly call Religion, Chriſtianity, 


Church, Faith, Worthip, Prayer, Duties, are ge- 
nerally Things that do not anſwer at all the Nature 
and Conſtitution, the Power and Energy of the Re- 
licion introduced by Chriſt. The Hearing of Ser- 
mons, the Saying of Prayers, the Reading * Beaoks, 
(ly which tes many de now meaſrre- their Religion) 
even when they are duly performed, are not properiy 
the Divine Worſhip* it tif as it it required by the 
Goſpel; but a Means only te come at it: And yet 
hate att is the vulgar Sort of our Chriſtians to grve 
it this Nume? A Thins which both Good and Bad 
are able ta perform! The Streſs we lay upon thoſe ex- 
ternal Performances is tos great, and the Uſe we make 


of them 100 little. 


Tus hath the common Decetver of Souls all along 
endeavoured to caft-a Mit (if nat before the Celeftial 
Brightneſs of the Goſpel utſelf, yet) before Pee les 
yes; thereby to inuelbe and obfcure the hn, Re- 
ligion in various Errors and Prejudices. And whereas 
we ought long ago to have reftified them by the Ori- 
einal Pattern Lf us by the Author of Chriſtianity, 
and, at any Price purchaſed again a pure and unde- 
filed Raligian; we are with the Tract of Times but 
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ip/tead of f curing our San, have multiplied them. 
And this is the Reaſon that generally the T ranſcripts, 
which the differing Denonunations of Chriſtendom 
make of this Original in theſe Days, prove fo very 
lame, Mean and fell. 


Ver there will be a Time, when the Church of 
Chriſt w:l/ come up from the Wilderneſs of various 
Sects, Parties, Nations, Languages, Forms, and 
Has of Worſhip, nay, of Croſſes and Afflictions, 
leaning upon her Beloved, and in his Power bidding 
Defiance to all her Enemies. Then hall that Church 
which now doth but look forth as the Morning in its 
fir/t Dawn, after a continual Growth in Strength and 
Beauty, appear Terrible as an Army with Banners; 
but terrible to thaje andy that deſpiſed ber whilft ſbe 
was in her Minority, and would not have her Beloved 


to reign over them. 


May the Lokxp enable your MajesTy to ds 
more and more what is acceptable ts Him, and con- 
tinue as He hath been hitherto, Hur Shield and Pra- 
teftor! May He lead You in whatever You under- 
take, ſoberly ! (which was Part of Solomon's 
Prayer *) And, ſince the Devices of Men, even of 
the Wiſeſt of Men, are but uncertain, ſend His 
Wiſdom from Above, that you may know His Counſel; 
and, by the conſtant Influence of His Spirit, be 
faithful in the Admi r on of that great Truſt 
which ts reteſed in You! This heartily wiſheth, 


* Wiſdom ix. 11. 


Mapan, 


Your AE. 


Moft Faithful, Humble, 
And Obedient Servant, 
ANTHONY WILLIAM BOEHM. 
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CHAP. I. NR. 


Of the Image of GoD in „ Man. 


HE Jmage of Gon in Man, is che Con- 
formity of Man's Soul, of his Spirit and 
Mind, of his Underſtanding and Will, and 
of all his Faculties or Powers, with the Divine 
Being, the Infinite Good; with all the Divine At- 
tributes, Virtues and Properties that can ever be 
Imaged forth in a Creature; with the Original 
Pattern of the Divine Mind, and the perfect Stan- - 
dard of that Will from whence all * 


and true Holineſi are derived. 
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Ap hence, this was drawn after ſuch,a Man- 
ner, as the Divine Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, and 
Goodneſs might ſhine forth in his Soul, and ſend 
ſorth Light abundantly in his Intellect, Will and 
Aſfections; yea, and in his outward Life alſo: 
And that all his Actions might breath nothing 
but Divine Love, Divine Power, and Divine Pu- 

rity: And Man might live upon Earth no other- 
wiſe than the bleſſed Angels do in Heaven, always 
doing the Will of his Heavenly Father. [I 


2. Txus Man was made to lead an Heavenly 
and Angelical Life upon the Earth: And by an 
Efflux of this God- like Image in him, he had Do- 
minion alſo over all Things in this World; being, 
for that End, but a little Lower than the Angels, 
and even that, but a little while. Wherefore, the 
Creatures of the Earth, Sea and Air, were uni- 
verſally put into Subjection under him, that ſo he 
might rule them to his Creator's Glory, by a Di- 
vine Virtue and Power inherent in him: accord- 
ing to the expreſs Decree r him, where- 
by this was originally communicated together with 

that Image, ſaying, Let them have Dominion over 
the Fiſh of the Sea, and vver the Fowl of the Air, 
and over the Cattle, and over all the Earth, and 
over every Living Thing that mmveth upon the Earth. 
So that all this is the Conſequence of Man'scheing 
thus divinely formed, and /ealed with the Divine 
Image and Similitude, as a Repreſentative and 
Vice-gerent of Gop: whom he was to have 2x- 
profes continually in Love, Power and Holine6. 
For Gop was delighted to honour him: And 
this Image He had made in Man, on purpoſe to 
take his Delight in him, and rejoice, as it were, 
in his Soul, with the Joy of a Bridegroom in his 
Bride, and a Father in his Child born after his 
Image: beholding Himſeif in this his Off-fprong, 
his Rejoicing was thence in the habitable Part 4 
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the Earth ; and his Delights were with the Sent of 


. Men, as in whom He Himſelf was repreſented. 


Thus Gop's chief Pleaſure was to be with Man; 
in wham He reſted as it were from all his Labour: 

And our firſt Parents and their Poſterity were to 
have always enjoyed this bleſſed Communion, had 
they continued in his Likeneſs, and reſted in Him, 
— in his Will, by placing their Delight in the 
Original of this bleſſed Image; which as it was 
their Beginning, was to be alſo their: End. For 
tho' Gop reſted in all his Works, yet did He more 
eminently reſt in Man, than in them all, as in a 
ſovereign Maſter-piece of his Creation; from which 


did ſhine forth the Excellent Glory in higheſt Inno- 


cency, Beauty and Luſtre. | 
3. AND to this End the Great and Holy Gon, 


created Man altogether Pure in the Beginning, as 


an unſpotted Mirror of his Brightneſs, without the 


- leaſt Stain or Blemiſh, being endued with ſuch 
Faculties both of Soul and y, as were then per- - 


fectly blameleſs and unreprovable : That fo the 
Divine Image might in him be ſeen, not as a vain 
and lifeleſs Shadow appears in a Glaſs, but as a true 
and living Image of the Inviſible Gop, and as the 
Likeneſs. of his inward, hidden, immenſe Beauty. 
Thus was Man created after the Similitude of the 
Divine Being, in perfect Beauty; there being an 
Image of the Wildom of Gop in the Underflaiid- 
ing of Man; an Image of the Goodneſs, . pin 
and Patience of God in the Spirit of Man; 

Image of Divine Love and Mercy in the 4 10. 
ions of Man's Heart; an Image of God's Righ- 
teouſneſs and Holineſs, Integrity and-Panity in the 
Mill of Man; an Image of his Friendlineſs, his 


Lovelineſs, his Gentleneſs, his Courteſie, and his 


Veracity in all Man's I * and Actions; an Im- 
age of his Almighty Power in the Dominzon and 
= over. the Earth, and in the 


Q 3 Fear 
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Fear and Subjection of all living Creatures, that 
was granted to Him; and laſt of all, an Image of 
Gop's Eternity in the Immortality of the Soul. 


4. From this Image Man ought to have ſtudied 
and learnt the Knowledge of Gop and of Himſelf: 
And this ſhould have been done by him before all 
Things. Out of this he might have known'Gop 
his Creator to be All Things, the Being of Beings, 
and the Chief and Only, BEIN, from whom all 
created Beings have their Exiſtence, and in whom, 
and by whom all Things that are, do ſubſiſt and 

have their Being. Out of this his Image he might 
alfo have known Gop, as the Original of Man's 
Nature and Fountain of his Being, to be all That 
Eſſentially, whereof the Image and Repreſentation | 
was ſhadow'd forth in himſelf. And that the 
Image of theſe ought to ſhine out clearly in Man, 
to the Honour and Praiſe of Gop; who had gra- 
cioufly vouchſafed herein to demonſtrate, accord- 
ing to the Riches of his Infinite Power and Wiſ⸗ 
dom, the moſt vivid Traces of his unutterable 
Goodneſs. 


5. Fox ſeeing that Man was to carry in him the 
Image of Divine Goodneſs, it thence follows, that 
Gop is the Sovereign and Univerſal Goodneſs 
Eſſentially: And conſequently, that He is Eſſential 
Love, Eſſential Life, and Effential Holineſs.— 
Wherefore to Gon alone all Worſhip, Praiſe, 
Honour, Glory, Magnificence, Might, Majeſty, 
Dominion, Power and Vertue are to be aſcribed as 
his Due; becauſe He is all of theſe Eſſentially: But 
not any of all theſe is due to any Creature whatſo- 
ever, or to be given to any thing beſides, either in 
Heaven or in Earth, but to Gop only. 


6. YeT farther, Man, out of this Image of the 


Deity, ſhould learn in the next Place to Know 
Hm 
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Himſelf. He ſhould know, that the Diſtance be- 
f tween the Creature and the Creator muſt be beyond 
all Conception great; and that in him there is no 
Goodneſs at all, even in his beſt Eſtate, but a - 
Likeneſs only, or Reſemblance of the Goodnefs 
of Gop. Man verily is not Gop; but "God's 
Image: And the Image of God ought to repreſent 
nothing but Gop. In Man therefore, who is 
made the expreſs Similitude of God, the very Cha- 
rater and Image of Divine Power, Divine Wiſ- 
dom, and Diume Goodneſs; Gop alone thould 
be ſeen, Go PD alone ſhould be plorihed. Be- 
ſides Gob, nothing ſhould live in Man: Beſides 
God, nothing ſhould in Man put forth itſelf: no- 
thing but Gop himſelf ſhould appear, operate, 
will, love, think, ſpeak, act and triumph in him. 
For if any thing elſe beſides GoD does move and 
work in Man; then Man cannot be the Image of 
Gop: but he is become the Image of That what- 
ever it be, which now moveth and worketh in 
him. If Man therefore would continue the Image 
of Gop, there is a Neceſſity for him to ſurrender 
up himſelf wholly to Gon. And fo quietly to 
ſuffer GoD to do and work all things in him, even 
as He willeth. Whence, by denying his own 
Will, Man ought in all Things, without Reſerve, 
to fulfill the Divine Will by a moſt true and per- 
tect Obedience; as one reſigned, devoted, and ab- 
ſolutely given up to GoD, in whom only he wiſh- 
eth to live. This truly, is a Divine Accompliſh- 
ment, and is begotten of Gop, to the End, that 
Man may be a moſt pure and holy Inſtrument of 
Divine Majeſty, and of his Works and Will. 
Whereby it comes to paſs, that Man doth not 
move his own Will, but hath the Divine Will in- 
ſtead of his own; doth not ſcek his own Honour, 
but 'Gop's; doth not challenge either inward or 
; outward Good to himſelf, but refer all to the ori- 
} ginal Good; and being contented to poſſeſs Go, 

. JN conſequently does not Love the World, Thus 4 
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ſhould it indeed have been with Man, who ought to 
have freely render'd himſelf to be the Organ of the 
Divine Operations: that ſo Gop might be All in 
him, and do All in him, by his Holy Spirit. To 
conclude then, nothing was to be, live, and work 
in Man, but purely Gop alone, and his Word. 


7. AND herein did conſiſt Man's perfect Inno- 
cence, Purity, and Sanctity. For what greater 
Innocency can there be, than that Man ſhould not 
do his own Will, but the Will of his heavenly 
Father? What greater Purity, than that Man ſuf- 
fer God in him to work and finiſh all Things ac- 
. cording to. his Pleafure? What greater Sanctity, 
than for Man to be as a well-tuned Inſtrument of 
the Holy Ghoſt? Behold here are Innocency and 
Simplicity in Perfection. This is the higheſt Inno- 
cency, to be without all Self-will. This is the 
higheſt Simplicity, to be as a little Child, in 
whom the World hath not yet imaged or pour- 
tray'd itſelf, 


8. Ix ſuch Child-like Innocency and Simplicity, 
Man ought to have ſtood in abſolute Obedience 
to Gop: And Gop ſhould have rul'd in him with- 
out a Competitor, bringing all Man's Faculties 
and Powers into Subjection to his Scepter of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Peace; whereby a triumphant Joy in 
the Divine Image would. have alſo ariſen in him, 
and Gop would have taken Delight in Him, as 
in a beloved Son. Thus ſhould the Kingdom of 
Gop have been in Man, and the Tabernacle of 
| Gop with the Glory thereof, would have ever 
been with Man; had he but made ſuch a total 
Surrender of himſelf, in true filial Reſignation. 


wo 9. In ſuch an holy Innocence as this, was the 
Image of God in Adam, at the Beginning, which 
he ought. in true Meckneſs and Obedience to mY 
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kept. And for that End, to have watch'd over it, 
ſo that he might not be tempted or ſurprized for 
the Sake thereof, to think of himſelf, as if he 
were Somebody, or were to be unto himſelf the 
chief Good: But that hence he might reffett on 
himſelf, as the Image only of the chief Good, 
and as a Mirror of the Godhead. But while he 
conlider'd not this, ay he ought, but choſe rather 
to be this Good to himſelf; that is, to be as Gon, 
he fell thereby)into the greateſt, and moſt abomi- 
nable of all Evils, being deprived of this ineſtim- 
able and ſo ahenated from that Commu- 
nion of Go, Which, by Virtue of it, he had be- 
fore enjoyed. 


289 0 


10. Bur there is remaining beſides, another 
Part of Knowledge thro' the Divine Image, which 
is greatly to be deſired. Being rooted in Humility, 
1 the ſmcere Knowledge of our own utter Dif- 
ability to effect any Good for our ſelves, by our 
having no more at belt, but an Image of the One 
Good: We ought alſo to be rooted in Faith, to 
the Glory of Gop, even in the Faith of his Di- 
vine Operation; to the End, we may not miſs of 
the good Gifts which do accompany the ſame. We 
ought to underſtand, that Man was made capable 
) of all the Benefits of this Divine Image, and toge- 
ther with it, of unmix'd Delight; of ſolid Plea- 
ſure; of flowing Love; of God-like Peace and 
Tranquillity; and of all the Fruits of the Holy 
Ghoſt : And to know thence the Revelation of the 
Glory of Gop in Man, even as it is in the An- 
gels of Heaven. And this is a Knowledge truly 
to be deſired, which bringeth that ace that 
paſſeth Knowledge, even the Peace of GoD Him- 

ſelf in the Soul, as in his beloved Image: And 
therewith ſpiritual· Fortitude, Power, Virtue, Do- 
minion, Majeſty, Harmony, Life, and Light, 
| which are not to be ſeparated from this Divine 
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Image. In Conſequence of which, it is plain, that 
Gop alone ſhould in Man have been all Things; 
and that Man, by Virtue hereof, would have been 


the Tabernacle of Gop, ſo long as this heavenly 
Image did abide in him. 


11. Now had Self-will but been excluded, this 
could not have departed from him: And this abid- 

ing, Gop cannot but live and work in the Crea- 
ture. That Gop therefore may fill Man, made 
after his Image, it behoveth Man, before all things, 
to be emptied of himſelf, taking upon him the Form 
of a Servant; and to humble himſelf as much 26 
poſſible, and become obedient with him unto Death. 
So it ſhould be with Man, made in the Likeneſs 
of his Creator; and the Love, and Honour, and 
Praiſe of Himſelf, being thus excluded, only Gop 
ſhould be his Glory, his Praiſe, his Honour and 
Worſhip. For every Like is capable of its Like. 
And ſo Man being in the Likeneſs of Gop, was 
capable of Gop, and ſhould have reſted in Gop, 
and in Him continually rejoiced. And in this 
wiſe, Gop had decreed to infuſe himſelf into 
Man, with all the Treaſures of his Goodneſs. 


- 12. LAsrI y, Man ought to underſtand, that 
he is by Means of this Image, united to Gon. 
And that as on one Side, the Union of Gop with 
the Soul, is the only true Reſt thereof, from 
which, Peace, Joy, Life, and Happineſs, eternally 
do flow; fo on the other Side, Reſtleſsneſs and 
Torment of the Mind, with all Vexation of Spi- 
rit, cannot happen otherwiſe, than by the Breach 
of this Union, or by ceaſing to be the Image of 
Gop; which is, by Man's turning himſelf to the 
Creature, whereby he is deprived of the eternal 
Good, from which, for the Sake of the Creature, 


' 


' CHAP, 


CHAP, II. 
Of the Fall of ADAM. 


HE Fall of Adam, was Diſobedience to 

Gop; whereby Man turned himſelf away 

from Gop, towards himſelf, and robbed 
30D of his Honour, in that he * chought to 
'& as GoD: But while he was ſceking thus to 
make himſelf a Gon, becauſe he was but a "Thief, 
and a Robber of the Divine Honour, he was ſtrip- 
ped of the Divine Image, diveſted of the pexſect 
Righteouſneſs, and ſpoiled of that Holineſs which 
cometh from Gop ; being thenceforth, as to the 
Underſtanding, dark and blind; as to the Will, 
ſtubborn and refractory againſt his Maker; and as 
to the Powers and Faculties of the whole Heart 
and Spirit, univerſally alienated from Gop. 


at 2. Now this Abomination is in all Men pro- 
b. Ipegated, by Means of fleſhly Generation: Hence, 


ch N Inheritance, it paſſeth into them all. The 
m lin Conſequence of which is, I hat Man is here- 
ly by become Spiritually Dead, and is made the Child 
nd Wo! Wrath and Damnation. Let not then any that 


are called Chriſtians, deceive themſelves; let them 
take Heed, how they go about to leſſen the Tranſ- 
preſſion of Adam, as if it were no more than a 


ther jet them aſſuredly believe, that the Guilt of 

dam, as well as of Lucifer, was, that he would 

be as Gop; that it was the ſame Tranſgreſſion in 

em both; the ſame moſt grievous, moſt hei- 

P, | nous, 
| f 


Trifle, the Eating of an Apple at worſt. © But ra- 
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nous, and moſt deteſtable Crime; the ſame wicked 
Apoſtacy, the fame vile Treaſon, and the ſame 


tyrannical — the Rights of the Divine Ma- 
jelty, 2 


Mäx, when in Hogour, not knowing how 
to reſt ſatished, in that he was numbred even a- 
mong the Sens of Gop; in that he came forth 
from the Hands of the Almighty, both in Body 
and Soul, without Blemiſh, and was one of the 
teſt Maſter-picces of Beauty i in the Creation 
and la/tly, That he was (not only a Son, but) the 
Darling of Gor, and his Delizht; would, as | 
all this were a little Matter, . — be for ſcalin 
Heaven, and nothing leſs would ſerve him, th 
to ſet up himpelf for Gop. Whereupon he con 
ceived in his Heart, an Enmity and Hatred againſt 
Gon, his Creator and Father, whoſe "Throne and 
Dignity he began fooliſhly to feet; being diſpot- 
ed, had-it been in his Power, even utterly to un- 
* Him, and drive Him for ever out of the World. 
Now who could ever commit a Sin more deteſt- 
able than zh7s? Or what could there be thought of, 
more abominable? | | 


4. HENCE after this, Man became inwardly 
like uato the Devil himſelf, bearing his exprels 
Likeneſs in Heart and Mind; fince both the one 
and the other of them, had now ſinned the ſame 
Sin, had committed the ſame high Crime againſt 
the Majeſty of Heaven. No longer doth Man, 
carry upon him the Image of Gon; but the Por-; 
traiture of the Devil. No longer is he the Inſtru- 
ment of Gop and is Spirit; but the Organ of 
the Devil and his Spirit, and ſo capable of all Man- 
ner of deviliſh Wickedneſs. And thus Man lofing 
+ the Image that was heavenly, iritual, and *.. 
became altogether earthly, flaſbiy, and brutijh, 
deviliſh. For the Devil, that he might imprint ix 


On 


wy A a _— cw va 


True Chriſtianity.- 173: 


4 on © 4 upon Man, by a Train of enticing 
Words, ſo preyailed on him, as to let him ſow in 
'© him his Seed, which is called the Serd of the Ser 
bit, By which Seed, I chiefly underſtand, Self- 

love or Sclf-willz _ the 8 being as 

Gor, that is, an Affectation of Supremacy, or 
” Godhead. | | | / | * y * 


'n 5. Now out of this Seed, there is nothing elſe 
1 can ſhoot forth, but. deadly and horrible Fruit. 
_ Such as is the Image of Satan, the Offt-ipring.of 
Belial, and the ChildFen of the Devil; for juſt as 
there are in any other Seed, how ſmall foever, 
contained after a wonderful and hidden Manner, 
the Nature and Properties of the whole Plant or 
| Vegetable; the perfect Standard and Dimenſions 
"\ WW of its, Nature; the Thickneſs, the Length, the 
Breadth thereof, and all its Proportions in Mini- 
ature, as alſo the Branches, the Leaves, yea, the 
„Towers: And in a Word, the whole Tree, wick 
1 2! the Fruits thereof: Even fo in this Sced of the 
4. Serpent, which by fleſhly Generation, bath paſſed 
ei- into all Men, there doth lie hid the Tree of Death, 
oh with all its Branches, its Leaves, its Fowers,. and 
e innumerable Fruits of Unrighteouſneſs: And in 
ort, within it ſecretly lics the whole Image of 
' MW Satan, together with all the Notes, Characters, 
rc and Properties of that Diabolical Image. ang 
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ne 6. ConS1RER, with Attention, à little Infant 
int in his Mother's Arms; and obſerve, how cven 
Han iram the Cradle, this natural Corruption doth be- 
0 gi to diſplay it ſeif; and how eſpecially Su 
tru- and Diſebedience will diſcaver themfelyes, by-breuk- 
1 of ing forth carly into Act, and witneſhing the Root 
lan-W from whence they proceed. Conſider him as he 
ding grows up; take Notice of him Step by Step, and 
, oblcrve in the young Stripling, a natural Sclſiſh- 
acc, an inbred Ambition, an Appetite for wordly 
t his ä Volg. - R 4 Glory, 


own 7 


* 
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Glory, a Love of Applauſe, a Purſuit of petty Re- 
venge, a Diſpoſition to Lying, Diffimulation, and 
other ſuch like Qualifications. Then next after this, 
there cometh a Trop. And you may now obſerve 
in him, Conceitedneſs, Arrogancy, Pride, Fraud, 
Infidelity, Contempt of Gop, and of his holy 
Word; Yea, moreover, Wrath, Hatred, Envy, 
Revenge, eſpecially if outward Occaſions do but 
preſent themſelves, to call forth into Act the Dia- 
bolical Seed, and ſerve the Turns of depraved Na- 
ture. 


7. By chis Means, there may be ſeen to ſprout 
out betimes, Wantonneſs, unclean Thoughts, and 
all the Works of the Fleſh, You ſee alſa 
breaking out, as Occaſions preſent, Drunkenneſs, 
Rioting, and all Manner of Intemperance, with. 
Fickleneſs, Humourſomeneſs and Delicateneſs; and 
all that may pleaſe the Luſt of the Eye or the Pride 
of Life. Behdes, you may obſerve, Covetouſneſs, 
Extortion, Impoſtures, Undermining of another; 
all the Myſtery of Knavery and zenage in 
Trade. And in a Word, the whole Trop, or ra- 
ther whole Army of Wickedneſſes, Villanies, and 
Crimes, ſo various and manifold, as it is impoſſi- 
ble to declare, or tell the Number thereof; accord- 
ing to that of the Prophet: The Heart of Man is 
_ deceitful abrve all Things, and deſperately wicked, 
who can know it? If to theſe, in the laſt Place, 


3 there be added likewiſe the ſeducing and falſe Spi- 


rits, then may you obſerve Schiſms in the Church, 
wicked and dangerous Hereſies, yea, the Denial 
of the Faith, the Hatred and Perſecution of the 
Truth; with all kinds of Corruptions in Doctrine, 
Perverſions of the Scripture, and very dreadful De- 
luſions. All which are but ſo many Fruits of the 


Serpent's Seed in Man, and the very Image of 


8. LEARN 


* 
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8. LW AR N therefore, O Man, to know the 
Sin of thy Father Adam, and the Original Corrup- 
tion of M. 
cern it in thy ſelf: Look into the ſame, not 
ſlightly or careleſly, but deeply, and as the Im- 
portance of the Matter deſerves. For this In- 
fection is. greater, this ation deeper, this 
Contagion more fatal than thou canſt expreſs 


with 


Words, or even reach in thy Thoughts. "This 


Corruption in thee 1s than a Man can 
pierce into. Know thy 70 and deeply conſider 
what thou art, ſince that Apoſtacy of thy firſt Fa- 
ther; namely, how thou art transform'd into the 
Image of the Devil, from the Image of Gop, and 
ſo art become as an Abridgement of all the deviliſh 
Nature and hellith Properties, being made like 
unto Satan himſelf in all Ungodlineſs. For, 


As in the Image of Gop, all the Divine Vir- 
tues and Pr ies are contained, and even the 
very Nature of Gon: Even fo in this Image of the 
Devil, all the Diabolical Vices and P ies are 
contained, with the very Nature of the Devil. 


9. MorREoOVER, as before the Fall, Man did 
wm rn, ends Spit A 2 
was altog cavenly, Spiritual, Angelical, and 
Divine: Even fo, fince the Apoſtacy, he carries 
about him the Image of the Earthly Adam; and 
© is inwardly, and in the Ground of his Being, 
made wholly Earthly,. Carnal, and als Lo! 
he is become as one of the Beaſts. of the Field: 
For what, O fallen Man, is thy Wrathfulneſs? 
And to whom doth it more properly belong, to a 
Lion or to a Man? And as for that Envy of thine, 
with that Greedineſs, Doth nat both the one and 
the other Ws xx in thee the Nature of a 
Dog, and. of a * And for thy „ 

2 | 


nkind! Learn, if thou art wife, to dif- 
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88 tell thee, chat thou 


and Gluttony, Do the 
Carrieſt a Swine within 


Nax, did, thou but nghtiy ook. Into v thy ſelf,. 
tou would(t find-certainly within," in thine own 
Breaſt, more yet; thou wouldſt make a Diſcovery 
there of a whole World filled with unclean and 
hurttul Beaſts: And even in the very Tongue alone, 
that Little Member, according to St. James, Chap. 
in. 5, a" Lake and Sea of "peſtilential creeping 
Things. Ifa, xiii. 21, 22, Rev. xviil.' 2. the Ha- 
bitation of Saty rs, 1 0 Hold of every foul Spirit, 
the Cage of every unclean and hateful Bird, and 


in a Word, a W orld of [ni 1119, Jam. we 0. 


4 Now whoſbever ſhall not win his Ki 
ern 1] Corruption of his Nature, and be renewed 
in Chrift Jxsus, but dies in ſuch a State as is that 
of the Ba Man by us now deſcribed; ſuch a 
one, 1 fir? mutt fetain for ever this his Beftial and 
- Satamcal Nature, and abide perpetually arrogant, 
haughty and deviliſ: And when he fhall have 
neglected the Time uf his Purification here, he ſhall 
carry about with him perpetually, in the Blackneſs 
of Darkness, the Image of Satan impreſſed upon 
him,” for a Teftimony, that while he was in the 
World, be lived not in Cbriſ, neither was re- 
newed in Him after the Image of Gop,” according 
to that of the Revelation, Chap. xxi. 8. xxii. 15. 
Mitten are Dogs au $oycerers, and Idulatert, and 
whoſeever loveth aid maketh a Lie. 


1 
* 
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CHAP. II. 
Of the Refloration by Chriſt: Sbeting, 


' How Man is renewed in Him to Life 


Everlaſting. 


HE New-birth is a Work of the Holy Ghoſt, 
whereby Man, of a Child of Wrath and 


Damnation. is made the Child of Grace and 
Salvation, and of a Sinner, is made Righteors ; fo 
that bis Heart, with all the Powers and Faculties 
of his Soul, more particularly the Underſtandin 
Wil, and Aﬀections, are renewed, enlighten” 
and ſanctified in Chrift Feſus, and form'd after his 


cation. 


| expreſs Likeneſs. And this conſiſts of two prin- 
cipal Parts; the one Juſtification, the other SanQi- 
Both which the Apoſtle hath thus ex- 


cellently expreſſed; The Kindneſs and Love of Go 


toward Man appeared, not by 


orks of Righteouſ-- 


neſs, which we have done, but according to hrs Mer- 


, ſaving us by the Waſhing 


of Regeneration and 


the Renewing of the Holy Ch. Tit. ill. 4, 5. 


2. So that the Birth of 


Chriſtian Man, is 


Twe-feld : The firſt Birth is after the Fleſh; the 
ſecond after the Spirit; the firſt from Bencath, 
the ſecond from Above; the firſt Natural and Earth- 
ly, but the ſecond Supernatural and Heavenly. 
e one is Carnal, Sinful, and Accurſed, as de- 
525 Adam, aſter the Similitude 
il; But the other is Spiri- 


ſcending from the 
and Image of the 
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tual, Holy and Bleſſed, as deſcending from the 
Aae Adamy after bak Likeneſs and living Repre- - 
ſentation of the Son of GoD. This is the Renew- 
ines of the Holy Ghoſt, and the Beg of truc 

ation, which Aalen of the 4 5 Ming of 
by which is given the Seal of Juſti- 
fication: Thus by this new and ſecond Birth, this 
bleſſed Regeneration through Chriſt, the Seed and 
Image of Gop is manifeſted in us, and the Man 
of * heavenly and like unto Gop, is pro- 
du 


3. Now then let us ſee how we are regenerated 
by Chr: Even as the Old Birth is propagated 
carnally from Adam, ſo the New ſpiritually from 
Chrift, through the Word of Gop. For we are 
born (faith St. Peter) not of corruptible Seed, but f 
incorruptible, by the Word of Gon, which. liveth 
and abideth for ever. And thus bleſſed James, II- 
of his own Will begat us by the Word of his Faith, 

or by the Word of Truth; that we JOG be a Kind 
| of Firft-fruits of his Guano es. 5 


T Is Word produceth F aith, which Faith a ap- 
prehendeth in like Manner the Word, and in that 
Word is apprehended *Feſus Chri/t, — — with 
the Holy Ghoſtz and by that  Ghoftly Virtue, 
Force and Efficacy, the Man 3 is born again, or re- 
generated. Briefly, Regeneration is effected, firſt 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and this doth Ci call, the 
being born of the Spirit. Secondly, by Faith, 
hence it is ſaid He hs believeth that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, /s born of Gov. Thirdly, by Baptiſm; 
as it is alſo written, Except a Man be barn again of 
Mater and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the King» 
am yy Heaven. 


4. By Adam Man came by the chief Evils, ſuch 


25 Yn, Wrath, Death, -Hell, and among: for 
. 1cte 
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theſe all are the Fruits of the old Nature: But in 
Ghrift, Man recovers, the- chief Goods, ſuch as 
Righteouſneſs, Grace, Bleſſing, Power, heavenly 
Life, and eternal Salvation. From Adam Man hath' 
a carnal Spirit, and is ſubject to the Dominion of 
wicked Spirits: But from Chriſt, he hath the Holy 
Spirit, with his Gifts, and a moſt quiet Reign and 

peaceable Kingdom. From Adam" Man hath an 
haughty, ſwelling proud Spirit; but an humble, 
meek, and ſimple Spirit from Chri/t. From Adam" 
we receive an unbelieving Spirit, yea, blaſphe- 
mous alſo, and ungrateful; by Faith in Chriſt, a 

believing Spirit, faithful, acceptable and well-pleaſ- 
ing unto GoD. From Adam a diſobedient, a fierce, 


and a raſh Spirit is given us: But it is from Chi 
we take the Spirit of Obedience, Gentleneſs and 
of Prudence, thro Faith in Him. Again, from | 
Adam we by: Nature poſſeſs the Spirit of Wrath, 
of Revenge, and of Murther; but from Chris, 
by Faith, the Spirit of Long-ſuffering, -Merciful-" 
neſs, Forgiveneſs, and univerſal Goodnefs. From 
Adam, Man hath a covetous Heart and a Spirit 

that is churliſh, ſeeking only his own Profits, and 
- catching at that which is another Man's; but from 
it Chriſt, the Spirit of Mercy, Generolity, and Li- 
h berality. Furthermore, from Adam doth proceed 
2 the Spirit of Unchaſtity, and Intemperance; from 
_ Chrift, a chaſt, clean and temperate Spirit: From 
it Adam is communicated to Man' a lying Spirit: 
e 

„ 

be 


e SSH ,)]& ** 


From Chrift, the Spirit of Fruth and Integrity. 
Laſtly, from Adam we receive the Spirit of the 
Beafts, earthly and brutiſh: But from Chris, a 
＋ Spirit, which is Celeſtial and Divine; and for that 
＋ Cauſe it behoved Chris to take our Nature on Him, 
3 to the End He might be conceived by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and fo abound with the ſame Spirit above 
Meaſure, that of his Fulneſs we might all receive: 
ch Vea, for this very Cauſe it was convenient that 
or the Spirit of the Loxp, the Spirit of W _ _ 
"x Under- 
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Und ing, the Spirit of Counſel and Fortitude, 
the Spirit of Knowledge, and of the Fear of Gop, 
ſhould reſt upon Him, that fo the Human Nature 
in Him and by Him, ſhauld be renewed; and that 
we in Him, and by Him, and through Him, might 
become new Creatures, by receiving from Him the 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, for the Spi- 
rit of Fooliſhneſs and Sottiſhnels; the Spirit of 
Counſel for that of Madneſs; the Spirit of Forti- 
tude, for a baſe and cowardly Spirit; the Spirit of 
Knowledge, in the room of our natural and inbred 
Blindneſs; and the Spirit of the Fear of the Lozp, 


inſtead of the Spirit of Impiety and Atheiſm. 


Tavs we are united in Chi to Life Eternal, 
we are after his Likeneſs regenerated by Chr:#, 
and become new Creatures. And hence the Works 
proceed, which, by Faith, may pleaſe Gon: For 
the Works that pleaſe Him, muſt be all of the 
new Birth; muſt all low out of Chi, and of the 


Holy Ghoſt, and out of Faith unfeigned. 


5. SEE now, and behold thou the moſt aimable, 
the maſt Jowly, the moſt obedient, and the moſt 
patient Tofu, and learn thou of Him. Live even 
as He lived; live in Him, For what was the 
Cauſe He fo lived? That He might be thy Exam- 
ee even He only 
is the Right Rule of Life. It is not the Rule of 
any Man whatſoever, or how holy ſoever, is this 
Rule; but the Pattern of Chrift only, which all his 
Apaſtles and Evangeliſts have, after Him, with one 
Conſent, ſet before us for our Imitation. This, this 
is what did alone point at. And this is the 
myſtical Ground of his Paffion, Death, and Reſur- 
rection; even that thou, O Man! together with 
Him, ſhouldft die from thy Sin: And again, in 
Him, with Him, and by Him, riſe ſpiritually, and 


walk in N. Life, as He 
uk in cu of Life, even as ov 
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6. Now therefore we ſee how our Regeneration 
ariſeth from the Death, and Reſurrection of our 


Loan Jeſus Chriſl: Whence St. Peter ſaith, Gop 


hath begetten us again to arlively Hope, 'by the Re- 
ſurrectian of Jeſus Chriſt, 10 ho Dead: The 
holy Apoſtles every where lay the Foundation of 
4 and of the new "Life, in the 1. Tor 
of Chriſi; 2 Peter and St. Paul: 

if we be dead with C becauſe He that is dead, 

is juſtified from Sin, we —— then Faith, (as che 
latter of theſe argueth) that we hall alſo live, with 
Him. We being dead unto Sin, but alive, unto 
Gop, thro the Life of -Chrift in us. And there- 
fore has- the former likewiſe given this expreſs 
rge, that we paſs the Time of our Soyourning 
here in Fear feraſmuch as we know we are not re- 
deemed with corruptible Gold and Silver; but with 
the precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without 
Blemiſh aud without Spot. Where you ſee the moſt 
precious Ranſom. paid, for our R tion, to be 
"urged as the Motive for our holy Converſation. 
And St. Peter writeth afterward how Chriſt bis own 
| Self bare our Sins in bis own Body on the Croſs, that 
we being dead to Sin, ſhould, live unto Righteouſutſs, 
by whoſe Stripes we are healed. And Chrift allo 
Himſelf. ſaith, Thus it behaved Chriſt to ſuffer, rand 
to riſe from the Dead the third Day, and that Re- 
pentance and Remiſſion of \ Sine ſhould be 2 8 in 

* Name. | 


7. By all which ie_is manifelt that Fs, the 
Death and Reſurrection of Feſus Chrift, doth flow 
the Chriſtian's true Rule and Pattern; and that 
thereby Repentance and Forgiveneſs of Sins are 
beſt preached to us in his Name. And ſo the Paſ- 
lion of Chriſt is both the IG for our Sins, 
and alſo the renewing of our Nature by Faith; both 
which are required by Gop to the Redemption 


and Reparation of Mankind; becauſe this laſt 12 
i e 
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the Fruit, and the true Efficacy of the Paſſion of 
Cirift, working in us the Renovation of lapfed 
Nature. This, to conclude, is the Means where- 
by we are born Pan born from above, and re- 
new'd in Chriſt: Neither is the Laver of Regene- 
ration any other Thing, wherein we are baptized 
into the Death of Chrift, but the Dying with 
Chrift from our Sins, by the Efficacy of his pre- 
cious Death, and the Riſing ſrom Sin by the Grace 
of his glorious Reſurrection. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Whoſerver doth not Imitate the Life of 
Chrift, ic net a true Child of Gov. 


CITE the Father, gave us his Son, chat 


He 
and 


- 


migbt be our Prophet, our Teacher, 

our Maſter or Tutor: Whom therefore he 
commanded us to hear, ſaying, This is ny beloved 
Sou, in whom 1 am well pleaſed; bear ye Him 
Which Offce the Son of Gow did accordingly moſt 
punctually execute; not in Words only, but by 
the Example of a moſt holy and unſpotted Life. 
Whereupon St. Tate faiths The former. Treatiſe 
bave I made, of «ll that Jeſus began beth to Do and 
to TEACH, until the Day that He was taken ups 
Where it is to be obſerved, that the Evangeliſt 
places Doing before TxAacuinG; A= if it were 
not enough to join Deeds and Doctrine together; 
but it were alſo. of abſolute Necaſſity for the for- 
mer to have the Precedence in any that ſhould ſe 
up for 4 Teacher ſeat from Gon. For jt certainly 
of « behov- 


of 
ed 
8 
e- 
1e 
ed 
ith 
1 
cc 


True Chriftianity., 193 
behoveth every one, who would teach others, firſt 


to do the Things himſelf which he teacheth. Now 


ſuch a Teacher Chriſt evidently manifeſted Him- 
ſelf to be; whoſe Life therefore is the true Teach- 
ing; and the Book of Life. | | 


2. AnD for this Cauſe alſo, the Son of GOD 
became Man, and was converſant among Men 
upon Earth, that he might ſhew us a lively Ex- 
ample of an Heavenly, Divine, Innocent, and 
perfect Life; and that we might follow him as a 
Light in the Darkneſs ſhining before us, and lead- 


D 


ing us on. For which Realon He calls Himſelf, 


the Light of the World, and witneſſes concerning 


Himſelf, He that followeth me, ſhall not walk in 
Darkneſs, but have the Light of Life. 


Whence it evidently appears, that all they abide 


in Darkneſs, who do not follow Chri/t, by walk- 


ing in his Steps. They all remain, and will remain, 

in the Dark, that follow not this Light. And 
what this Dar#neſs is, the Apoſtle teacheth us, bid- 

ding us ca off the Works of Darkneſs, and put on: 
the Armour of Light : That we might not be carri- 
ed away by the common Miſtake of the World, 
to think Chriſfttaniay to be ſomewhat Notional 
only, and to be more in Word, than in Effect; 
Gop has been graciouſly pleas'd to ſet before us 
his own Son, not only as a Ranſom and Mediator; 
but alſo as a Mirror of Piety, a Glaſs of Life, a 
perfect Idea of a new Man regenerated' according 
to Righteouſneſs. He is given unto us for this 
ety End. He, who being in the Form of Gop, 
took upon him the Form of a Servant, and was. 
made in our Likeneſs, that there might be hereby 
the fame Mind tten in us which was alſo in 
Him, Him it hath pleaſed Gop, to place beſore 
our Eyes; that fo looking unto Him, we may be 


3- D- 
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3. DEPLORABLE; Experience daily teaches, that 
our Body and Soul are all filled with every kind of 
Uncleanneſs, and polluted throughout with the 
Filth of Sin and Wickedneſs, and every Abomi- 
nation and Corruption. All which are the Pro- 
perties and Works of the Devil, operating effec- 
tually in the Carnal Man; -and of the depraved and 
perverſe Will through which the Diabolical Ope- 
ration doth manifeſt it ſelf. For the depraved 
Will is the Root of all Sins: And that be- 
ing taken away, there would be no Sin remain- 
ing. The Power and Energy whereof doth herein 
chiefly conſiſt, that it turns Man aſide from Gop, 
and averts his from Gop's Will. For whatever 
departeth from Gop, who is the Supreme Good, 
cannot but be Evil: And whatever is thus averted 
from the Will of this Sovereign Good, by an In- 
verſion of the Divine Order, cannot but be moſt 
perverſe; and is under the higheſt Breach of the 
Original Conſtitution of our Nature, as derived in 


the Beginning from Gor Himſelf. 


4. From whence. it is evident, that our Fleſh 
and Blood are penctrated with the very Dialbo- 
lia Nature it ſelf; and that our Carnal Will is 
tainted with the Satanical Wickedneſs, and there- 
with infected as with deadly Poiſon; which Poi- 
ſon: is Pride; together with Lying, and the whole 
Crowd of both fleſhly and. ſpiritual Luſts, ſo re- 
pugnant to the Divine Nature, and fo every way 
contrary to Gop; as a certain helliſh Ferment 
. powerfully working in the Soul, and perverting the 
rizht Order of all its Powers and Faculties, And 
by reaſon of this_pcrverſe Diſpoſition, and devil 
Ce ig, it is that Chrifl called the Phariſees, 
Claren of the Devil, as it Covctouſneſs, Lying, 
Pride, and every Evil Concupiſcence were the De- 
vil himſelf, with whom the natural Man is infected. 


. | - Ir 
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Ir moreover follows, that as many as Icad a 


Life full of Pride, Avarice, Luft, and Envy, they 


may all properly be ſaid to {ve in the Devil, hav- 
ing the very Nature of the Devil in them. They 
partake of the Diabolical Nature; and they live 
in him, as he liveth in them, Notwithſtandin 
which, they may put on the Cover of 3 
Honeſty, and veil themſelves under a fair Shew of 
moral Virtues; nay, may make a very ſpecious 
Oſtentation of Piety; while nevertheleſs inwardly, 
they remain ſtill Devils; which, tho' it be a dread- 
ful Thing to ſpeak, yet it is 2 but the Truth, 
a Truth confirmed both by the Word and by Ex- 
perience. 

5. SEEING therefore our Nature is ſo extreme - 
ly deprayed, ſo utterly corrupted, ſo abominabl 
perverted by the Evil One, and fo entirely vitiat 
in all its Springs; there is an abſolute Neceflit 
that it ſhould be amended throughly, and to this 
End, renewed wholly. But how ſhall this be 
wrought ? after this er. As the chief Evil 
hath peryaded our Nature, and intimately tainted 
it, ſo muſt the chief Good, pervade and tincture 
this our Nature, that it may be made like unto it. 
That, which the chief Evil hath corrupted, by 
mingling it ſelf with it, can no otherwiſe be car- 
rected hut by a thorough and vital Penetration of 
the chief Good, even of Gop Himſelf. ** 

6. Now the Son of Gop became Man, that 
hereby, reconciling us to Gop, he might make us 
Partakers of the Sovereign Good; having purged 
us and ſanctiſied us from Evil for that End. F or 
as much as it behoveth that which is to be ſanc- 
tißed, that it be ſanctiſied by Gop, and with 
Gop. And as Gop is perſonally in Chrift, fa 


ought we through him, to be united with Gop by 
Faith; ſo that we may live in Gop, and God 
in us; Chrift in us, and we in Chrift; and that 
the Divine 

Vol. I. 


d we in it, {o 


ill, may be in us, 
8 that 
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that we may be made the Righteouſneſs of Goy 
in Chrift, 2 Cor. v. 19, 20. which is the only 
Means, whereby Chri/# 45 adminiſters Medi- 

cine to our corrupted and infected Nature. And 
the more powerfully this Medicine doth operate 
in Man, fo much more deeply doth it work upon 
the Diſtemper, and deſtroy and pluck up the hid- 
den Evil ſticking in Nature. | 

7. But Oh! how bleſſed is the Man in whom 
Chrift is all, and doth all! whoſe Will, Thoughts, 
Senſe, and Words, are the Will of Chrift, the 
Thoughts of Chriſt, and the Senſe of 2 ; and 
whoſe Words are Chriſt's, not his own! whoſe 
Mind is the Mind of C 17 according to that of 
the Apoſtle, Ve have the Mind of Chriſt. Whoſo- 
ever lives this hidden Life in Chr:/?, hath overcome 
the Wicked One; and is tranſlated from Darkness 
to Light, and from Death to Life : For he liveth 
now in Gon, and Chr:ft is henceforth his Life. 
So that whereas the firſt and Old Adam was before 
in him as a /zving Soul; the ſecond and New Adan 
is hereby made to him a quickning Spirit. Thus 
his Meekneſs is the Meekneſs of Chr:/? ; his Obe- 
dience 1s the Obedience of Chriſt; his Patience and 
Humility, are the Patience and Humility of Chri/!; 
and laſtly, his Life it ſelf, is no other than that of 
_ Chrift, by whom, and in whom he liveth. Thi 
is that Life of Chriſt in us whereof St. Paul fo ex- 
perimentally ſpeaketh, ſaying, I ve, yet not I, bit 
Chriſt liveth in me. This is to live by the Faith 
of the Son of Gop; this is to follow Chri/t truly: 
this is to walk in the Light of this Life, and to 
bring forth the Fruits of Repentance. For by this 
Method the Old Man is deſtroyed; and the carnal 
Life declining, and ſetting, the new ſpiritual and 
heavenly Life ariſeth, and breaketh forth as out 
of a Cloud, in its full Luſtre. And whoſoever 
hath this Life in him, is a Real, not only a Titu- 


lar, Chriſtian; he is a Chriſtian not in . 
| ut 
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but in Deed; not in Shew, but in Truth; and 
not in Name, but in Nature. He is a very Mem- 
ber incorporated in Chrift, a true Child of Gon, 
| begotten of Gop and Chriff, renewed in Chri/?, 
and after his Image quickned by Faith. 


8. AFTER this we ſhould continually afpire 
| we ſhould from the inmoſt Ground of our Soul 
and with our whole Heart and Mind, earneſtly 
pant and breath, wiſh and long, endeavour and 
ſtudy, that the Kingdom of Chr:i/?, not of Satan, 
may come into us, and that we _ lead the Life 
of Chrift upon the Earth, by his Spirit living in 
us. Let then all our Counſels, all our Contrivan- 
ces, all our Cares, and all our Inward Groans and 
Prayers, ftill aim at this; and let this be all our 
Strife, how we may more and more mortify the 
Old Man. For ſo much as any one dieth to him- 
ſelf, ſo much doth Chr:/t live in him; ſo much 
of Corruption as is done away by the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſo much of Divine Grace is introduced; ſo much 
as the Fleſh is crucified, is the Spirit quickned; ſo 
much as the Works of Darkneſs are deſtroyed,, 
even ſo much is a Man enlightned; ſo much as 
any one loſeth of his depraved Affection, fo much 
gaineth he of undefiled Love. For the Decreaſe 
of the Animal Life and Love, is the Increaſe of 
the Divine, and by how much the Affections of 
the former, ſuch as Self-Love, Wrath, Covetouſ- 
neſs, and Voluptuouſneſs, are leſſen d; by ſo much 
are the contrary, Affections, of the Divine Life, 
ſuch as Self-Denial, Humility, Love, Content- 
ment, and Patience augmented. And as thoſe 
paſs away and dic, by the bringing in of theſe; ſo 
is the Evil One in | AER, caſt out; and he 
being caſt out, Cbriſt cometh in, and liveth and 
reigneth in the Heart. The farther then a Man's 
Heart departeth from the World, from the Deſire 
of the Eyes, the tot the Fleſh, and the Pride 
| 2. = 
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of Life: fo much the more there is of God, of 
Ori, and of the Holy Ghoſt, which flow into 
him; and fo much the more deeply do they enter 
him, and the more intimately and profoundly pe- 
netrate him. To conclude, 10 much the more as 
Nature, Fleſh, Darkneſs, and the World, do do- 
mineer in Man; fo much the leſs is there of Grace, 
of Spirit, of Light, and of Gap found in him. 


9. Tuts new kind of Life is Enmity to the 
Fleſh, and is its moſt bitter Croſs. The Life of 
C5ri/t is to the Fleſh Death it ſelf, and to the Na- 
tural Man an unfupportable Burthen; but to the 
Spiritual Man, it is an 'eafy Yoke, a light and 
pleaſant Burthen, and a moſt ſtill and quiet Sab- 
bath. And verily, verily, the true Reſt and ſpi- 
ritual Sabbath of the Soul is ſought for in vain 
clewhere, than in the Faith of Griſt, and in his 
Meekneſs, Humility, Patience, and Charity. 
Therefore Himſelf hath faid, Ie fall find Reft to 

aur Souls: And likewiſe, I will give you Reft. 
This you ſhall furely obtain, by coming unto 
Him by Faith, taking his Yoke upon us, and 
learning of Him; Every Thing by this Means 
will be made cafy and light. Verily, he that 
lovet Chrift, will not think it bitter to ſuffer 
Death for Cbriſt: Yea rather, it will be unto him 
exceeding great Joy. And this is that ſweet Yoke 
of our LorD, that we are commanded to take on 
us, that our Soul may be refreſhed and eaſed; 
and may, being Un- yoked from Sin, find therein 
a Divine Quiet and Repoſe. 


ro. WHoSOEVER therefore has a Mind to take 
up Chri/fs Yoke, and imitate his Life with all 
Diligence; let him in the firlt Place, ſhake off the 
Deus Yoke, by that 1 * which is given 
him from Above, that the Fleſh may not proceed 


to inſult the Spirit as it hath formerly done. ” 
75 | m 
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muſt now be brought under the Obedience of 
Chri/t, and ſubjected to the wiſe and righteous 


| Diſcipline of his Law: That is, the Will and 


Underſtanding, Reaſon and Appetite, with all the 
Carnal Deſires which did reign in the mortal 
Body. Rom. vi. 12. — 4 


11. Turs Fleſh indeed is well pleaſed to be 
honoured, courted, praiſed, and to abound with 
Riches and Pleaſures: But to reduce all theſe un- 
der the Yoke of Chri/t; to prefer Ignominy, Con- 
tempt, and Poverty before them; yea, to count 
himſelf altogether unworthy of any Thing, is the 
Croſs of Chri/?, whereby the Fleſh is crucifed, 
This is the Humility of Grit, which deſpiſes 
theſe Things, which the World fo greedily gap- 
eth after. And this is the Sublimity of the Mind 
of Crit, to trample theſe Grandeurs and Plea- 
ſures under Foot. This is that Yoke and Burden 
which are ſo eaſy and light to the Spirit; the Law 
of Love, the Commandments whereof are not grie- 
vous, but delightful and pleafant. Lo! this is the 
Way of Chri/?, and no other: Walk ye therefore 
in it. For what elſe was the whole Lite of Chrift, 
but holy Poverty, extreme Contempt, and moſt 
ſharp Perſecution? Who came not into the World 
that He might be ſerved, but that He might ſerve 
us; and for our Sakes took upon Him the Form of 


à Servant, making Himſelf of no As 


coming into Fleſh to give his very Life, for an 
Atonement of our Sins, and for à Nanſem of as 
many as ſhould yield to follow Him in the Re- 


generation. 5 

12. Ir is the Property 7 the Natural Man, to 
purſue after Honours, and all ſuch Things as a 
pear Great: But the Spiritual Man, loveth the 
Humility of Chrift, cleaveth to it, and\longeth 
to be nothing. The Carnal Man accounts it a 


83 Folly 


190 True Cbriſtianity. 


Folly to live as Chri}t lived, and thinks thoſe only 


wiſe that live after their own Wills, freely indulg- 
ing their Appetites, and taking their Fill of what- 
ſoever their Hearts wander after. Such an one, 
even while he moſt of all /iveth in the Devil, is fo 
blinded with the thick Darkneſs overclouding his 
Mind, as looking upon his own Life, he moſt 
fooliſhly applauds himſelf in it: And thus it is, 
that theſe poor and wretched Men, by givin 

themſclves up to follow the foolryfh Light of . — 
Wiſdom, do both fall themſelves into pernicious 
Errors, and lead others into the ſame, to their 
common Ruin: Whereas, thoſe whom the true 
Light hath illuminated, are ſo far from being at- 
tracted hereby, that they are ſtruck with the ut- 
moſt Horror of Mind, when they but caſt their 
Eyes upon the gaudy Shews of the World, upon 
the Ambition and Pride, upon the Wrathfulneſs 
and Revenge, and upon the Intemperance and 
Voluptuouſnefs of it. And this cauſes them, from 
the very Bottom of their Hearts, to ſigh out their 
Complaints, „Good Gop! fay they, how far is 
_ this from Chr; Oh! how far from the Know- 
ledge of Chri/t, is the Man that doth thus! How 
far from genuine Chriſtianity !- How far from the 
Diſpoſition of 'the-New Birth, or the Nativity of 
the Sons of Gop!” ** 


13. Iv whom therefore the Life of Chri/t is 
not found, the ſame is not a Child of Gop. He 
is wholly ign | 
rightly know Chris, both as the Saviour of the 
World, and as the Exemplar of Life, muſt know 
Him to be meer-Loye; muſt be-acquainted with 
Him, as He is meer Meeknefs, and - muſt experi- 
ence Him to be meer Patience and — by 

ing the lively Copy hereof in his own Heart. 
Theſe Virtuce then of Chri/t thou muſt needs 
have within | thee, and muſt bave a moſt deep 


- Love 


orant of Chris; for he who Would 
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„Lore and Senſe of them in the inmoſt Ground of 
thy Heart, if thou woud'ſt know Him truly. Af- 
ter this Manner Man is made to tafte hoto fawert the 
LoRD is/ So is the Truth known: fo is the Su- 
preme Good perceived; Ihen is there an experi- 
mental Demonftration, that the Life of 'Chrift 
doth vaitly excel every other Life in Goodneſs, 
Pleafantneſs, Dignity, and Tranquility; yea, that 
it doth moſt ſweetly conſpire with Life eternal it 
= as being properly the Beginning of it upon 


. 


| 14. SEEING therefore nothing is better than the 
Life of Chrift, nothing pleaſanter, nothing more 
honourable, or fuller of ſolid Satisfaction and 
Peace; nothing ought to come into Competition 
with it. But as it exceedeth all others; ſo is it 
above all to be defired, and moſt earneſtly, be- 
ond all, to be wiſhed, long'd, and fought for by 
ervent Breathings and Prayers. He, who is 
empty of this ſaving and experimental Knowledge, 
not ſavouring the "Things which are Chriſt's, can 
not know What the Peace and Tranquillity of 
eternal Life is, what the ſovereign Good, the e- 
verlaſting Truth, "what the unperiſhable Word, 
what the true Quietude and Joy of the Soul, or 
what, laſtly, the true Light and the true Lone are: 
Seeing that all theſe are no other than Chriff Him- 
ſelf; and he that hath Cbriſt, bath them; for 
Chri/t is all theſe to him that believeth in, and 
adhereth to, Him alone. Whence his beloved 
Diſciple, Every one that loveth, is" bern off Gor, 
ond knoweth Gop: But he that loveth not, knoweth 
uit GOD; for God is Love. And hence. 


15. Ir is manifeſt, that this New Birth, doth 
not conſiſt in any vaniſhing Words, how found. 
lever they may be; or in an external Form, and 
She of Godlineſs, though never ſo ſpecious, but 

in 
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in an abiding Subſtance, in the ſovereign Virtue 
and Power of the Mind, the very Fountain of all 
the Virtues beſides; even in Love, which is Gop. 
For of whomſoever any one is born, he muſt have 
the ſame Properties and eſſential Qualities : He 
then that faith, he is born of Gop, let him de- 
monſtrate this by Lede; for as much as Gop 1 
Love. And as He is Love, whoſoever duwelleth in 
Love, duwelleth in GoD, and Gop in him. Which 
is the Demonſtration of this new and heavenly 
Birth, ſhewing that it proceedeth of Gop, for 
Love is of Gor, and hereby do we expreſs Our 
Father, which is in Heavenz whom without this 
it is impoſſible ever to expreſs, or to have the leaſt 
Title to call Him by that Name. 


16. Ix like Manner, the Knowledge of Gon 
. conſiſts not in Words, or in a certain ſhadowy 
and ſuperficial Science; but in a lively, amiable, 
| pleaſant, and moſt ſweet Senſation, a moſt pure 
and untainted Pleaſure, thro' Faith gently inſinu- 
ating it ſelf into all the Receſſes of the Heart, and 
inner-moſt Senſes and Powers of the-Mind, and 
_ quietly pervading and POUFFalrg the ſame with an 
unexpreſſible Divine Sweetneſs. Oh! what is it 
to be filled with the very Sweetneſs, of Gop Him- 
ſelf, by the Means of ſuch a Loving Faith! This 
is the true, living, cficacious Knowledge of Gov; 
whereof the Pale ſpeaketh, ſaying, My Heart 
and my: Fleſh: rejaice in the Living Gop. And 
again, Ty loving 2 (in this internal Divine 
Senſation of a loving Soul) is better than the Life it 
ehh or than Lives; that is, all, other Lives beſide 
the Divine Life alone, Where it is plain, that 
this can be only meant of that lively Joy and 
Sweetneſs of Divine Experimental ng 
which is infuſed into a faithful Heart, and is ſhed 
abroad through the ſame, as moſt ſweet Cs 
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And thus at length, Man liveth in Gon, and 
Gor in Man! Thus a Man knoweth Gop in 
Truth, and is known of Gop ! | 
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CHAP. V. 
Of Repentance, Faith, and Jjuſti- 


Ir fication. 


it EPENTANCE is the Work of the Holy Ghoſt 
wrought in the Soul, by which Man ac- 
knowledging his Faults, and the juſt Wrath 
D of Gop againft Sin, doth earneſtly grieve for the 
ame, and then underſtanding the Grace" of Gon 
5 by Faith in Je%ut Chri/?, obtaineth thereby the 
* Remiſſion of his Sins. And by this Penitence is 
F the Mortification of the Fla, and of all carnal 
Deſires accompliſhed; and together with the ſame, 
de Quickning alſo of the Sp7yit, or our Reſurrec- 
* tion in Chi. We faid, but now, that by the 
« Fall of Adam, Man became Deviliſh, moe 
r. and Carnal without Gop and without Love: 
1 that every where in all Things, Man now ſtudies 
5 himſelf, favours, and applauds himſelf, and ſets 
“forth and provides only for his own Intereſt, Ho- 
d nour and Glory. And this is the Effect of Hddhr's 
Mo Fall, who involved thereby, all Mankind with 


himſelf; and this Corruption and Depravation of 
le Human Nature muſt, of Neceſſity be done quite 
6 away, which it cannot be but by a true und di- 
1 vine Contrition, by Faith, apprehending the Re- 
e, miſſion of Sins, and by the Mortification of Car- 
ed nal Deſires; and the Crucifixion of Self- Love and 
11 Pride, For true Converſion doth not eonſiſt in 

| putting 
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putting away great and outward Sins only, but in 
deſcending deeply into your own Self, ſearching 
into the inmoſt Receſſes af the Heart, the Secrets 
and - Cloſets, all the Windings and Turnings 
thereof; changing and renewing them throughout, 
with the Grace that is given you; and ſo by Faith, 
you are converted from Self-Love to Divine Love; 

from the World and all worldly Concupiſcences, 
to a Spiritual and Heavenly Life; and from a Par- 
ticipation of the Pomps and Pleaſures thereof, to 

articipating the Merits and Virtues of Chrift, by 

cheving his Ward, and walking in his Steps. 
Lo! this is the Path of True Converſion; and 
here is the Ground of that Mortification of the 
Fleſh, or carnal Principle in Man, which is ſo 
_ neceflary for the quickning of the Spirit. 


2. I's follows, that a Man muſt deny himſelf, 
muſt mortify his own Will, and ſuffer himſelf to 
be led wholly by the Diyine Will; muſt not ſeek 
himſelf, . muſt not eſteem himſelf, but account 
himſelf the unworthieſt of all Creatures; muſt re- 
nounce all Things he hath, for the Love of Chr:i/t; 
mult contemn the World, with all the Pomps and 
Honours. thereof; muſt paſs by his own Wiſdom, 
and all Endowments or Gifts, as if he ſaw: them 
not; muſt truſt in no Creature but Gop alone; 
yas muſt hate his own Life; that is, his carnal 

ill and Pleaſures, his Concupsſcence, , Pride, 
Covetouſneſs, Luſt, Wrath, Envy ; muſt lay the 
Axe to the Root of all theſe; muſt not pleaſe 
himſelf; muſt boaſt of nothing, attribute nothing 
to himſelf, or to his own Strength; muſt, in a 
Word, die to the World; to the Deſire of the 
Eyes, and of the Fleſh, and to the Pride of Lita 
and fo be crucified unto the NMorld, without which 
no Man can ever be the Diſciple of Chri/t : I his 
is the true Converſion from the World, from 
Himſelf and the Devil, to Gop ; without Which, 
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no Sinner can have Remiſſion of Sins, nor attain 
Salvation. This is the true mortifying of the 


| Fleſh, without which the Spirit cannot be quick- 


enced. This Converſion is the Denial of a Man's 
Self, and is the true Croſs and Yohe of Chrift, of 
which Himſelf ſpeaketh, ſaying, Tale my Yoke 
on you, and learn of Me ; for I am meek and Inwiy 
in Heart. As if He ſhould fay, by earneſt and 
inward Humility, whereof thou haſt an Example 
in Me, muſt Self-Love and Ambition be 
tamed; and by Meetnefs, thy Wrath, and Deſire 
of Revenge. And this is indeed to cruciſy our 
Fl:þ with its Affections and Deſires. Therefore 
they do greatly err, who know no other Crofs 
than Tribulations and worldly Afflictions; being 
ignorant of the inward Mortifteation-of the Fleſh, 
that true Croſs which we ought to > after 
Chrift daily; by bearing our Enemies with great 
Patience, and by overcoming the Diſdain and Ar- 
rozance of our malicious Slanderers and cruel Ad- 
verfaries, with all Mildneſs and Humility, after 
the Pattern of the Lamb of Gop; foraſmuch as it 
becometh us to follow the Example of W and 
to be with Him perfectly crucified to all Worldli- 
neſs, to all worldly Splendor and Glory, to all 
this World's Int and Power, to all its Fame 
and Praiſe, and to every Thing that is called Great 
or Noble: that looking unto Him, we may thereby 
learn to endure. the Grofs, even as He did, and 
with Him to deſpiſe its Shame. f 


3. To this are we called by Chriff; namely, 
to a true and inward Converſion from the World 
to Gor. To which alone, the Imputation of 
his Righteouſneſs, through Faith, together with 
Remiſſion of our Sins, is promiſed. © So, that 
without this intard Repentance, Chrift profiteth 
us nothing; for without it, Man cannot partici- 
pate of his Grace, Favour, and Merit. Theſe are 
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to be apprehended only by a contrite, faithful, 
humble, and penitent Heart. And truly, this 
Fruit of the Paſſion of Chriſi is in us, that we may 
die to Sin by true Repentance: as the Fruit of hu 
Reſurrection is ix us; that Chri/t may live in us, 
and we in Chrift. 


Tuis is the only true Repentance, when in- 
wardly in the Heart, with earneſt Sorrow, and 
moſt , unfeigned Feeling of Heavineſs, for having 
offended a moſt gracious and good Gop, we are 
made firſt truly contrite and afflicted in Spirit; 
aud then both holy and joyful, being purged and 
changed, being thoroughly amended b Remiſſion 
of Sins, through Faith in 7% Chrift, and fo 
transformed inwardly from the Image of the Old 
Adam into that of the New; whereby it cannot 
but come to paſs, that the outward Life and Man- 
ners muſt be alſo renewed and changed. But what 
if one ſhould only perform bodily Repentance; 
ſhould abſtain from great Sins, while no Care is 
taken to enter into the Inward and New Life in 
Chri/t 7755 ; ſhall not ſuch an one nevertheleſs be 
damned ? Yea, verily; it ſhall not profit him a 
Straw to cry, Loxp, Loxp; but he ſhall hear 
that terrible Voice, I know. you net: For moſt 
certain, it is, not all that ſay, LoxD, Lorn, all 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but only thaſe that 
de the Mill of the Heavenly Father. Under which 


terrible Sentence, Men of all Orders and Ranks 


are comprized; if they do not inwardly, and from 
the Heart, truly repent, and ſo become new Crea- 


4. FarTtH is a ſolid Truſt, and a firm and cer- 
tain Perſwaſion of the Grace of Gon promiſed to 
us in Chrift Jeſus for the Remiſſion of Sins, and 
Life Eternal, enkindled through the Word of 
Gon, and the Holy Ghoſt, in our Hearts. + 
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which Faith, we have conferred upon us the Re- 
miſſion of our Sins, and that freely; for no Merits 
of ours, but for CHs alone, and out of meer 
Grace, that fo our Faith may remain fixed upon 
a firm and ſolid Foundation, and we be immovea- 
ble in the LoRd. And this Forgivenels of Sins, is 
our Juſtification, which is neither of Men or of 
Angels, but by the Obedience of the Son of Gon 
Himſelf, and by his moſt precious Merits and per- 
fect Ranſom; which by Faith we appropriate to 
us, fixing and applying the ſame to ourſelves; 
whence, neither the Imperfections of our Life, 
nor any Sins, are left remaining in us to condemn 
us, but they be covered as with the Veil of Grace, 


for Chri/Ps Sake, who henceforward liveth and 
worketh in us. | 


5. By this ſolid and firm Faith, a Man doth 
now dedicate his whole Heart ſolely to Gon, in 
whom henceforth he reſteth alone; to whom alone 
he is faſt glewed, with whom alone he entereth 
into Fellowſhip. - He is now joined to Gop, and 
ſo participates all Things that are of Gop, and of 
Chriſt, and is thence made vne Spirit with Gopz. 
gathering from Him a Divine Power and Strength, 
with a new Life, which hath in it new Joys, new 
Recreations, new Occupations, wherein are Peac 
Lightneſs of Heart, and durable Satisfaction, which 
make in us the Soul's Sabbath, and the Spirit's 
Reſt. For by this is Juſtification, and by this is, 
Sanctification in the Holy Ghoſt. Where true 
As Faith is, there Chri/# verily is with Righteouſneſs, 
Holineſs; with all his Merits, Juſtification, Adop- 
tion, and Inheritance of Life eternal. Whereupon 
the Apoſtle writing to the Hebrews, calls Faith a 
Subſtance; thereby underſtanding the undoubted, 
folid, and firm Truſt of ſuch Things as are hoped 
tor, and a certain manifeſt Conviction, Senſation 
and Experience of ſuch Things as are inviſible. 
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And ſo great and powerful indeed is the Conſola- 
tion of a true living Faith in our Hearts, that it 
cannot but convince, by argi;ing moſt firmly and 
moſt ſolidly from Experience and from a great 
Taſte of the ſovereign Good in the Soul, from the 
Quietude of Heart, and from Peace in Gop: 
Whereby the Hope of Salvation remains unſhaken, 
which a Chriſtian Man doubts not even to ſcal 
with his Blood. And this is that Strength of Spi- 
rit, that Might of the Inward Man, that Vigor 
and Alacrity of Faith, that Parrbgſia, or holy 
Boldneſs, (Eph. iii. 12. Phil. i. 14. 1 John ii. 
24.—iii. 21.) This is that Joy in Gop. (1 Theſ. 
ii. 2.) This is, that Pleropboria, that immovea- 
ble and firm Certainty, that exceeding and ſuper- 
abounding Aſſurance, (1 Theſf. i. 5.) for which 
one ſhould even. dare to die: But it behoveth him 
that believeth, to be lively and Inward in mot 
powerful Conſolation, that he may reccive Divine 
Recruits, and a Celeſtial Strength, whereby the 
Fear of Death, and the Love of the World are 
utterly extinguiſhed. Whereupon St. Jahn well 
pronounceth, That be that is barn of (20D, hath 
overcame the TVorld. Rut now to be born of Gop, 
cannot be any figurative, or ſhadowy Thing; it 
muſt needs be a lively Thing, and very powerful. 

For it were a Wickedneſs to believe that the Liv- 
ing Gop can beget a dead Off- ſpring; Gov 
cannot, being a Living Gop, but beget a Je. 
ing Man, that may be after bis Likeneſs. And 
ſeeing our Faith is the + Victory, who can doubt 
but this our Faith, which is commanded by Gor, 
and by Him impowered to overcome the World, 
muſt be lively and vigorous, active and potent, 
over-ruling all our Affections, and working in us 
a Divine Confidence, a Heavenly Vivacity, and an 
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Infallible and Triumphant Influence? Yea, How 
ſhould it be otherwiſe? Since Chr Himſelf is 
apprehended by Faith, fixed in our Minds, and 
inzrafted in our Underſtandings: And by this Vir- 
tue of Gon, we do as it were return into Gop, 
and become One with Gop. And from Alam, as 
from a curſed Vine, we are thus tranſplanted into 
the living and % ed Vine. In Chrift we now pol- 
ſeſs all his Goods; and in Chri/t 2 5 One, we 
are, together with J a ed Even as a 
Scion that is ingr afted into good Tree, grows, 
flouriſhes, and bears Fruit; but without it, wi- 
thers : So Man without Chrift, is as a curſed Vine, 
and all his Works are ſinful; the Grapes of it be- 
ing Bitterneſs and Gall: But i in Chri/t he is bleſſed 
and juſtified. 


6. By this then it appears manifeſfly, that 
Works do not juſtify ; becaufe we muſt be en- 
2 into Chrift by Faith, before ever we can 

o any Work; and fo this Juſtification, 
O Man, is the Gift of Gop, freely _ before, 
and preventing all thy Merits. And we may as 
well ſay, that a dead Man may ſer or hear, 
may ſtand or walk, or do any Good of himfelf; 
as that being ſpiritually dead, thou canſt do an 
Good: of thy ſelf. As he therefore that is dead, 
cannot do any Work but he maſt firſt be raiſed 
from Death to Life; ſo thou likewiſe that art dead 
in Sin, canſt not perform any Work to Gon, un- 
leſs thou be firſt raiſed by Chrit to Life: It ne- 
ceſſarily follows, thy Juſtification procerds from 
Faith in Chri. And a Believer is like a'New- 
born Babe juſt come into the World, weak and 
naked, deſtitute, and ſet before the Eyes of its 
Saviour, from whom (as from its Parent) it re- 
ceives 1 Holineſs, Life, Light, and 

hoſt. After this Manner is the naked 


. the Hol 
Child, by the „ of oO cloathed ; and his 
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ſpotted Garments being taken, away, he receiveth 
of Gop, Grace, Health, Truth, and Holineſs. 
This alone, this receiving Chri/t in the Heart, 
maketh a Man both holy and happy ;. and eviden- 
ceth that his true Juſtification is only through 
Faith, not through Works: I fay, through Faith, 
which apprehending Ghri/t with all his Goodneſs, 
challengeth and pe, 2 it all his own. Then Sin, 
Death, the Devil, and Hell, give back affrighted; 
and in much Confuſion vaniſh. away. And fo 
powerfully, doth the Merit of Chr:/?, thro' Faith, 
work, that even the Sins of the whole World can- 
not hurt ſuch an One; for as much as. he is deli- 
vered from the Bondage of Sin and Death. 


7. Now ſeeing Chri/t by Faith liveth and 
dwelleth in thee, never think that this his Indwell- 
ing in thee, is a dead Work ; but rather that it is 
a living Thing, a quickning Principle, a vital 
Force, a powerful Working, an effectual Tranſ- 
formation, a thorough Renewing ; for Faith per- 
formeth two Things; Firſt, it tranſplanteth thee 
into Chri/?, and giveth Him freely to thee, with 
all that He hath : Secondly, it reneweth thee in 
Chri/?, that thou mayſt grow green and flouriſh, 
and live in Him. Neither is the wild - Graft 
brought into the Stock, for other Purpoſe, but 
that it ſhould flouriſh and bring forth Fruit. For 
as by the Apoſtacy of Adam, the Seed of the Ser- 
pent, and the diabolical Nature is ſown in Man, 
growing up into a Tree, and bearing the Fruits 
of Death: Even fo by the Word of Gop, and by 
the Holy Ghoſt, Faith is ſown in our Hearts as 
the Seed of Gop; in which Seed, after a wonder- 
ful Manner, are ſhut up and comprehended all the 
Divine Virtues and. Properties, which Day by 
Day are manifeſted : From whence, there doth 
flow a moſt glorious Image of Gop ; and: this 
bringeth forth a new Tree, the Fruits h — 
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Obedience, Patience, Humility, Meekneſs, Peace, 
Charity, Juſtice, Temperance, Fortitude; and ſo 


the whole Kingdom of Gop deſcendeth into Man. 


8. Fo true and ſaving Faith reneweth the 
whole Man, purifieth the Spirit, ſanctifieth the 
Soul, maketh clean the Heart: It knitteth this 
when cleanſed, and uniteth it faſt to Gop; and 
the Heart, when it is thus purged and ſet free 
from earthly Defires, then ſoareth cafily , Heaven- 
wards : It 1 and thirſteth after Rinhtoouſ- 
naſs; it worketh Love, it bringeth Peace, Joys 
Patience, Strength, Moderation in Adverſity; it 
overcometh the World, with the Prince thereof ; 
it maketh us the Sons of Gop, and Co-heirs with 
Chri/?, But if any one be without this Joy, ac- 
knowledging himſelf to be of little Faith, yet let 
him beware he diſtruſt not the merciful Goodneſs 
of the LoRD; but rather let him truſt in the Grace 
that is promiſed by Chiti. We may often fall; 
yet the Grace of 85 remaineth firm, whenſo- 
ever, by a true and ſerious Repentance, we ariſe 
from our Fall. For Crit is and will be Chri/t ; 
pea, He will be thy Saviour, whether thou take 

old of Him by a ſtrong or by a weak Faith; if 
thou take Hold of Him indeed, for He embraceth 
both alike, even the Weak and the Strong; Chrif# 
is alike to all. Moreover, the Promiſe of Grace 
is univerſal and perpetual ; upon which it is neceſ- 
fary Faith ſhould be founded without Difference 
or Exception, be it great or little, be it firm or 
weak. In the mean Fime, lift up thy Heart with 


Hope, O Soul that art heavy laden! For Gon 


will in his good Time, bring that Joy unto thee, 
although He hide Himſelf a while. 


9. Bur if thou repent not of thy Sins, then the 
Merit of Chri/t profiteth thee not. For ſeeing that, 
Clriſt proffereth Himſelf to be the Phyſician of our 

Hs 7 x 2 MPS Souls, 


| 
1 
L 
þ 
: 
Us 
= 
| 
| 
5 


202 True Chriſtianity. 


Souls, and his Holy Blood, to be the Medicine of 
our Spiritual Diſeaſes : And no Medicine, tho' it 
de never ſo precious or powerful, can cure the ſick 
Perſon, who will not reform Things hurtful, and 
ſuch as reſiſt the Power of the Medicine: it fol- 
lows, that the Blood of Chri/t, and his moſt pre- 


cious Death, can profit nothing to thoſe that pur- 


poſe not for the future, to abſtain from all Sin. 
Moreover, if Chri/t by his holy Blood become our 
Medicine, who can doubt but that firſt we muſt 
know alfo that we are Sick? For the Whole have 
no Need of a Phyfician, but the Sick: And none is 
Spiritually Sick ſo as to be ſenſible of it, who is 
not penitent; and none can be ſenſible of it as he 
ought, who is not forrowful from his very Heart, 
for his Sins. For he who hath not a contrite 
Heart, who is too ſecure concerning the Wrath of 
Gop, who hath not reſolved, to flee all Worldly 
Deſires; but who ſeeks after Honour, Wealth or 
Pleaſure, ſuch an one is not a proper Patient for 
the Heavenly Phyfician to work a Cure upon. 
Such know not that they are Sick; and conſe- 
uently need no Phyſician: And Chri/t hence pro- 
teth them nothing; for it is manifeſt, they apply 
not themſelves for a Cure. Therefore again and 
again, let this be remembred by thee, that CH 
Jeſus called Sinners; but it was to Repentance that 
He called them; becauſe only a penitent, contrite 
Heart is capable of the moſt precious Blood, 
Death, and Merits of Chr:/?. And I account him. 
Happy, whoſoever he be, that heareth his Holy 
Calling Inwardly, and gladly obeyeth the ſame. 


T0. AFTER true Repentance, Remiſſion of Sins 
doth follow immediately: neither is it poſſible that 
any one ſhould have his Sins remitted, but who re- 
penteth ; or that he ſhould be abſolved, who griev- 
eth not that he hath ſinned. And yet there be. 
many, who, although in all their Life- time they ne- 
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ver have repented from their Heart that they had 
ſinned, nor have abated at all of their Wrath, Co- 
vetuouſneſs, Pride, Malice, Envy, Hypocriſy, 
and Unrighteouſneſs; yet dare expect the Remiſ- 
fion of Sins, and claim to themſelves the Merits of 
Chri/t. Which indeed is a moſt blind and deplo- 
rable Impudence; however they = baptize it 
with the holy Name of Faith. Theſe are ſuch as 
flatter themſelves to their own exceeding great 
Loſs, fondly perſwading themſelves, that they are 
good Chriſtians ; becauſe, they outwardly know. 
the Goſpel, and believe that Chriſt died for their 
Sins; and by this Means think aſſuredly they ſhall 
be ſaved. | 


11. BuT this is not Faith, but Fancy; and 
thou art deceived after a moſt miſerable Manner, 
who canſt ſuffer thy ſelf to be deluded at this Rate 
For neither doth the Word of Gop teach, that by 
this Means Life eternal is to be obtained; neither 
did any of the Prophets or __— ſo preach; but 


this is the unanimous Conſent of all the ſacred. 


Writers: “ Thou who deſireſt to have thy Sins 
pardoned, firſt repent, and learn to- abſtain from. 
thy Sins; and thus grieving from thy Heart that 
thou haſt ſinned, and purpoſing to be another Man, 
believe earneſtly in Chriſt.” But how ſhould he 


be ſorry for his Sins, who never thinks how to a- 


void Sin? Or, how ſhould he avoid them, who 
is not forrowful for them? Wherefore Chri/t, with 
all his Apoſtles and Prophets, doth teach thee, O 
Man! that thou muſt die to the World and Sin; 
die to thy Pride, thy Covetuoſneſs, thy Luſt, thy 
Wrath; and. that thou muſt return with all thy 
Heart to the Lox p, and then aſk Pardon of Him. 
Which being done, thou art abſolved, and made 
free from thy Sins: and then the heavenly Phyſician. 
taketh Care of thee, wha only healeth thoſe that 
are of a contrite Heart. If thou inſiſt upon AE. 
| 0 
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other Way, Chr; will profit thee nothing: And 
in vain is the boafting of thy Faith. h 


12. Fox true Faith is that wich reneweth the 
Man, which mortifieth Sin, and quickeneth him 
in Chrift. But how canſt thou belong to Chri/t if 
thou doſt not crucify the Fliſb with all the De- 
Ares theresf? Go then and hear Four or Five Ser- 
mons a-Day; and every Month, yea, every 
Week, go to the Communion. All theſe Things 
verily, are far ſhort of Remiffion of Sins; if thou 
bring not with thee a truly penitent Heart, which 
may make thee capable of this ſalutary Medicine, 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt. It muſt be confeſs'd 
that the holy Sacraments and the Word of Gop, 
are moſt powerful Remedies, and moſt ſoveriegn 
Helps: But I. are — ſo to thoſe that truly re- 
pent of their Sins, and with a daily Mourning, 
deteſt their former Life. For what profiteth it to 
anoint a Stone with precious Ointment? Or to 
adminifter a Medicine to a dead Man? Or, what 
Harveſt ſhalt thou reap, if thou ſoweſt amongſt 
Fhorns and Briars? Therefore thou muſt firſt pull 
up theſe Thorns and Thiſtles that choak the good 
Seed, and root out all Things that hinder thee 
from reaping a good Harveſt. 


13- So then whoſoever thou art, © Man! if 
thou cleaveft to thy Sins, rather than to Chrift, it 
is moſt ſure that Chri/? will profit thee nothing; 
for the Birth of Chriff helpeth him nothing, who 
careth not to be born with Chrift; and the Death 
of Chriſt is nothing to him, who hath not deter- 
mined to die unto Sin. But if with the Prodigal 
Son, thou deplore, hate, and flee from Sin, as 
from a Serpent, and doſt pray from thy Heart to 
obtain Pardon of Gop, for the Sake of his Be- 
loved Son; then indeed, (and not before) behold- 
ing by the Eye of Jeſus Chriſt Criucificd, _ ap- 
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plying to thy ſelf his moſt precious Wounds, thou 
ſhalt find Pardon is at Hand: whatſoever and how 
great ſoever thy Sins may be which thou haſt com- 
mitted againſt Gor. And ſo perfect is the Re- 
demption purchaſed for thee by the Blood of 
Chriſt; ſuch the Grace and real Imputation of the 
whole Merit of Chriſt by Faith, as nothing can be 
greater or nobler. It is the good Pleaſure of Gon 
to exerciſe Mercy,. and to pardon Sins freely. - My 
Bawels are troubled within me towards them, I amn 
merciful, and I will have Mercy of them ; ſaith the 
LokD. For then the Death of Chriſt is effectual, 
then it cometh to Perfection, and. then it bringeth 
forth its Fruits; and therefore do the Angels of 
GoD in Heaven rejoice, becauſe the Blood of 
Chr:/t is become profitable to Sinners for whom it 


was ſhed. 


CHAP. VE 


The Antichriſtian Life of the Formal 
Chriſtian. 


HILE every one names himſelf a Chri- 

ſtian, although he do not perform the 

Part of a Chriſtian; by ſuch a Converſa- 

tion Chriſt is both denied and belied; yea, con- 

temned, derided, blaſphemed, and crucified. Ac- 

cording to which: the Apoſtle faith expreſsly, that 

certain Perſons crucified the Son of GoD afreſh. 

I would to Gop it were only ſo once, and that 
Chriſt were not again in theſe Da —— 

vs daily, by the Antichriſtian Life ef them that 

profeſs his Name. But alas! his moſt Holy Lite, 

is 
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is no where almoſt to be found] and this is a moſt 
true Saving, That where the Life of Chriſt is not, 
there allo Chrift is nor, let there never, be ſo much 
Noiſe made about his Faith and Doctrine. 


2.'FoR what is Chriftian Faith without a Chri- 
ſtian Life? It is a barren Tree without Fruit, of 
which Sort the World, alas! is full. But which 
is no more than Chri/t Himſelf foretold, faying, 
When the Son of Man cometh, ſball He fot Faith en 
the Earth ? Which Saying, we are not to underſtand 
of that Faith which we may profeſs in our Mouths, 
and yet deny in our Works. But of True Faith. 


Now wherever true Faith is, there Chri/t is, and 


there the Life of Chriſt muſt be: On the contrary, 
whoſoever doth not imitate the Life of Chriſt, the 
ſame is without Chriſt ; yea, there can be in him 
neither Faith nor Chri/t. And if any Man follow 
not Chri/?, that Man for certain hath no Faith; 
and whatever he may pretend, he hath not Chriſt, 
nor any Part in Chiſt; for Chriſt is cut off from 
him, and he from Chriſt; Chrift is. rooted 1p in 
him, and is deen denied by him. 


3. Concernins whom, thay ſpeaketh the 
Lowy, faying, IF any Man fhall deny Me before 
Men, him will I deny before my Father, and befere 
his Holy Angels. This Denial of ours is not only 
wranſaCied in Words, as. when we formally re- 
nounce Chriſt; but much more, when in our 
Deeds, we refiſt Crit, a and do Defpite to the 
Holy Ghoſt, And this is that which Saint Paul 
calls a Denial in Works; ſpeaking of ſome, 97 
being unto good Work reprobate, pra 
that they know Gop, but in Works deny bim, 

L 16. For it is certain, that Chr#/t i wy no leſs Ad 
nied by a wicked Life, than if He were exprefsly 
abjured by open Words. To ſuch as theſe be- 


longs the Saying of St. Patel, They have indeed a 


Form 
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Form of Gedlineſs, but deny the Power thereofe 
Now, what elſe is it to deny the Pawer of Godlt- 
xeſs, but to betray and violate ones Faith towards 
Chri/t: And ſo to play the Heathen under the Name, 
and Maſk, of a Chriſtian? Theſe therefore St. 
Paul rightly calleth {nfidels ; in whom the Spirit 
(not of Chri/t, but) of this World, according to 
the Courſe thereof, worketh. Hence then, all they 
that uſurp a Chriſtian's Name, and do. nothing that 
is Chriſtian, ſhall be denied alſo by Chri/t, ſay ing, 
Depart from me ye that work Iniguity, | becauſe 1 


know you not. 


4. SHOULD any one examine the Life and Man- 
ners of theſe Times, after the Standard of the Life 
and Doctrine delivered by Ghri/t; he would doubt» 
leſs find the Life of moſt Men to be againſt Chriſt, 


or ANTICHRISTIAN. For their Life would ap- 


pear Diametrically repugnant to the Life of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and their Maxims to his Maxims: And 
the moſt of them that call themſelves Chri/ttans, 
would, alas! eaſily be diſcovered by this Teſt to 
be of Antichriſt. For nothing is plainer, than 
that the World lieth at this Day in Wick» 

edneſs, yea, in that I icbed One; and that they 
who have moſt ſolemnly renounced it, have never- 
theleſs not forſaken it; but would marry Light 
with Darkneſs, and unite Chriſt and Antichriſt 


together. Since the greateſt Part of the World, 


whatever Profeſſion they may take up to cover. 
themſelves with, have in Reality no other Thing 
in them at the Bottom, but the Idolatry of Covet- 


uouſneſs; which is the Study of getting more of 


the World, and of holding faſt what already 


have. Yea, what indeed is the Life of Men now, 


if we look to the Life of Chriſt and of his firſt 
Diſciples? Ah! how have they departed from 
their firſt Love? the World is brought into Chriſ- 
tendom, and Chriſtendom is brought e 

orld. 
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World. So the Love of the World reigneth every 
where, inſtead of that of Chriſt. Many there are 
that make a Noiſe for Religion, and for the Purity 
of the Goſpel: But after all, what is their Lite 
but Govetuouſneſs and mere Selfiſhnels? This is 
that after which we ſo greedily run: Honour, 
great Poſſeſſions, or à great Name. But how 
eeth all chis with the poor and humble Life of 
eJus? Or how ſuiteth fo much Buſtle and Stir- 


ing, as is every where: ſeen, to a Diſciple of the 


Croſs? Or, how can ſo much Clamour and Im- 
patience, be reconciled to a Follower of the meek: 
and patient Lamb of Gop? But it this cannot be, 
what have they to do to take the Name of CH 
into their Mouths? or what have they to do with 
the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, which they deny in 
their Converſation ? For what elſe doth the Life 
of the Men of this Generation ſhew, but a ſordid 
3 6 Temper, and a baſe and earthly Habit 
of Mind; but Self-Intereſt, W orldly-mindedneſs 
and Contempt of heavenly. Things; but the Luſt 
of the Fleſh and the Wandring of the Eyes; but 
the Concupiſcence of the Heart, and the Ambi- 
tion of the Head; but the Pride of Life, and 
Affectation of Grandeur; but Vain-gloriouſneſs 
and Preſumption; but the Politicks of the World, 
and the Wiſdom which cometh not from above; 
but the reſtleſs Purſuit after Shadows, and ſenſeleſs 
Hunting after Fame and Glory; but a Thirſt after 
thoſe Things which never can ſatisfy, and an 
Hunger for the Serpent's Food, even for Duſt; 
but the deiſying of Reaſon, and the degrading of 
the Word of Gon ; but Infidelity and Irreligion; 
falſe Valour, and . deſpicable Cowardice ; but 
Inconſtancy and Time-ſerving; Ingratitude and 
Diſloyalty; but Wrath and furious Strivings, 
Wars and Seditions, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical; but 
Diſcords and Contentions, both from within and 
without; but the Fire of Jealouſy,. and the Burn- 
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ing of Revenge; but ſecret Hatred, and Envyings; 
— — of Malice, and Incorrigiblenels of 
[njuſtice; but Inſincerity and Hypocriſy ; wicked 
Deceits and Frauds; but — — 


and Calumnies; Lies; and Perjuries ; but 


manner of Uncleanneſs, and all manner of Un- 
righteouſneſs: In a Word, the whole Life of the 
Children of this Generation, is made up of theſe 
Ingredients, the Leve of the World, Self- -Love, 
Self-Honour, and Self-Seching; or to fay all in 
one, Covetoufneſs : So that they are Lovers of the 
World rather than of Gop; all ſetking their own, 
not their Neighbour's Good, and affecting Ho- 


5. Now to this doubtleſs the Life of Chriſt is 
moſt oppoſite : Which is nothing elſe but the moſt 
pure Love of Gop and Men; variouſly branching 
"elf forth in Humanity, in Friendlincſs, in Cour- 
tiſy, in Beneficence, in Meekneſs, in Patience, in 
Obedience to the Death, in Mercifulneſs, Ag Ri gh 
teouſneſs, in Veracity, | in Simplicity, in Pur 
Chaſtity, in Sanctity, in Contempt of the id. 
and of -worldly Honours; in Refulfal of Wealth 
and Pleaſures, in Denial of our ſelves, in the bear- 
ing of the Croſs continually, with all manner of 
Tribulation and Affliction, for Chriſt's Sake, and 
in the daily Study and Thirſt after the Kin ; 
of Gop, and an inexpreſſible Defire to fu 
all Things the Divine Will. Behold! this is the 
Life of Chriſt in Man: This is to be with Chriſt, 
and for Chriſt; and to be redeemed from the 
Number of them that are without Chriſt, and a- 


gainſt Chriſt. 


6. 80 then he that i is not with Chri , is againſt 
Chriſt; for he that is not with Me, faith our Lon b, 
's againſt Me : But the modern Life of Perſons out- 


wardly profeſſing * is for certain not 
Vol. I. with 
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with Him; and therefore it is againſt Him: Ic 
hath no Communion with Chri/t, is Contrary 
to Him ;, that is, not Chriſtian, but Antichriſtian, 
Hardly are there any who are of one Soul, one 
Will, one Mind, and one Spirit with Chriſt: And 
none but ſuch as theſe ever can be Cbriſts con- 
cerning whom therefore, the Apoſtle beareth Wit 
nels, Me have the Mind of Chriſt, 1 Cor. ii. 16. 
And again in another Place, Let this Mind be in 
vu, which was alſo in Chhriſt Jeſus, Phil. ii. 5. 
Wheretore all the Children of the 4/or/d, for as 
much as they have. not the Mind which was in 
Chriſt, nor the, ſame Alanners and Converſation 
| which He had; let them never ſo much call them- 
ſelves Chri/tzans, let them never ſo much boaſt of 
their Faith, or preſume upon their Orthodoxy ; un- 
deniably are not with, but are againſt Cbriſt. 15 
he that is not with Chr , is an Antichriſt. 
may nat be ſo in 2 nt os rainy 
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7. Avp. this- os + In — * Place of the 
Earth {hall we find — Chriſtians? Ibey may 
well be called a itt» Flac With which tlie Pro- 
phet Iſaiab agreeth, when he compareth the faith- 
4 ful Aſſembly of Sion, that is, the true Church, to 
1 a little Cottage in 4 Vineyard, and to'a Watch: 
5 7 er or Lodoe, in 1 Garden of Cucumber. And 

4 ſo Micah, compareth it to a Cluſter of Grapes; 
which the Gatherers left, by „/ eee in the 
Vineyard, ſaying, Me is me, am as when they 
have gathered the Summer - Fruits, with Grafe 
Cleaning of the Vintage : There is no Cluſter to tat; 
4 the gad Man is periſhed out of the Barth," and ther? 
4 2s none Upright among Men. And bleſſed David 
1 likencth it to a ſohtary Turtle, to a little arri, 
hiding it ſelf under the Eves of the Houle: to 4 
- Pelican in the Wilderneſs, and to a Night-Ow! in 
n Deſart. Such is the State of Cuuidtianity at 
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this Day. Oh! how few are the true Chriſtians? 
And where are they to be found? Oh! that we 
could but tell who they are, and 4 what outward 


Mark we might know them e 


8. Wirosorven they ure certaihl e 
is and will be with them even unte the End of the 
Morld; neither will He ever leave them 8 
Succour; or Encouragement, according to his 
Word, I will' not leave you comfortleſs : For the 
Loxp knoweth his, and thoſe that be his Chriſt's : 
And whom He is faid to eto, them He taketh 
ſpecial Notice of, and diſtinguiſheth ſignally from 
others. Amon whom, if any one would be, 
the Apoſle's Admonition muſt be had in Remer- 


| brance, Let every one that nameth the Name of Chriſt, 


(fays he) depart all Iniguity. But as for them 
da- bm, . let them get themſelves 
ſome other Name which may ſuit them better. 
Nevertheleſs, the Foundation of Gon ſtandeth ſure, 
with reſpect to all them that his Call, havin 

this Seal, The Lok p knnoerth them that art 2 An 

every one that is ſo, will depart from Iniquity; and 
not name his Name, without witneſſing to his Life. 


c 1 A r. VII. af” 
A Chriſtian ought to Die to FIT 


fo the Moria, and Live fo Chriſt. 


FE ought to ive not #6 ory Rover WP to 
Him who died for us. But to live to 
Him, before we be dead to ourſelves; and 

to the World, is n impoſſible. IF therefore 

U 2 Cu 
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thou haſt a Mind to live in Crit, thou muſt be 
dead to all the Defircs of the World; and if thou 
hatt reſolved to live not to thy ſelf, but to Chriſi, 
then muſt thou be ready to renounce thine” own 
Natural Life, with all that thereto belongeth. But 
if chou art inclined to live to thyſelf, and to the 
"World, it follows, that tiwu muſt renounce all 
Commerce with Chriſt, For what Communion hath 
Light with Darkneſs, or Chrijt with, the World? 
And what Concord or Agreement” can the Spirit 
have wich the Fleſh? © | 


"6 THERE are Three Kinds of Death: The one 
is Spirithal; the other Natural; and the Third 
Eternal. The Firſt is when a Man dies daily to 
' himſelf; that is, by a Death to Avarice, Pride, 
Voluptuouſnefs, Wrath, and all the other Sins 
and Paſſions of the corrupt Nature. 'This Death 
is the Beginning of Life. 


3. Of the Second ſpeaketh the Apoſtle to his 
Philippians, Toa me to hoe, is Chriſt ; and ta die i; 
Gain. As if he ſhould have ſaid; Even when 2 
Chriſtian ſhall paſs through the Natural Death, 
Chriſt ſtill remains his Life; and thus Death is 
Gain to him. For in that he exchangeth a ſhort 
and miſerable Life for an eternal and bleſſed one; 
this carmot but be à moſt gainful E And 
Chriſt having been here his Life, when be comes 
to be tranſlated" into the Arms of his Beloved; 
Whether it be Gain for ſuch an one to die, to leave 
this World of Sin and Miſery to go to Him, there 


oo 


is none can doubt. 


4. VA, thrice happy is that Soul, to whom 13 
True is Cbriſt. The Soul wherein Chriſt lveth; or 
that hath in hex the Life of Chr3/e, by a moſt lively 
copying after the Original Graces: which ſhine ſo 
bright in him. Blciled is the Man who thus liveth 
Ane err 4 in 
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in Griſt But alas! the far greateſt Part of Men 
have cloathed themſelves with the Devil, have put 
on his Life inſtead of Chri/t's ; and to them to lius 
is the Devil, ſeeing that their Life. is the Devil all 
over: It is Pride, Wrath, Lying, Idolatry, 
Covetouſneſs, Concupiſcence ; and all this is the 
Life of the Devil. | | xd 


5. Bur thou, O Man! conſider who it is that 
liveth in thee. Bleſſed art thou, if thou canſt ſay, 
to me to live is Chriſt; not only in the World to 
come, but even in this preſent, World. Here, 
even here, let Chrift be thy Life; that He may be 
ſo for ever: And here to die unto: the Wor'd, and 
unto Sin, account it to thee all Gain. For is there 
any Thing more gainful, than the thorough morti- 
fying of al the ſinful Luſts and Affections in thee, 

at Chriſt may live in thee, and thou in Him! 
For the more any one dieth to the World, and to 
himſelf the more doth Chriſt live in that-Perſon: 
On then courageouſly and faint not; but let Ghra/t 
now live in thee. in Time, that thou mayeſt alſo 


* 


live with Him in Eternity. 


6. Ir is written of Him, The Son of Man cams 
not to be ſerved, but ta. ſerve athers, and to: give bis 
Life a 4 again, 1 am you as He 
that ſerveth. And ſhall we doubt yet to Py Chraſt 
again? Gop forbid. What can we ever refuſe 
for ſuch Love as this to ſerve Him again, who took 
thus for us the Form of a Servant; and for the 
Love of Him who hath done all this, even for us, 


to make War all our Life againſt his and our dead- 


ly Enemy, the World? How: is it that the Love 
of Chriſt doth: not. even conſtrain us henceforth to 
Die unto. our ſelves, that we may Live unto Him 
who died for us? Becauſe we mult judge, That i 
One died for All, then were all of us dead! Ok! 
can there be the leaſt Heſitation in returning him 
WA "ne Life 
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Life for Life, Body for Body, and Soul for Soul! 
Shall we after this, refuſe to fight under his Ban- 
ner, or reſiſt for his Sake, even unto Blood | No: 
Let us in his Name, deſy the World to do its 
worſt; whom we have ſolemnly abjured : And 

ho leaſt Thought 


never be © baſe as to entertain 
of ever deſerting to it. 


7. Fox che Sake of Chriſt, chou muſt die to 
thy felt: For the Love of Him be willing to die 
to all thy Sins, and to che whole W All 
good Works muſt be done, and an holy and in- 
nocent Life muſt be lived; but this, not to merit 
any Thing * "Oat only out of pure Love to- 
towards Him. 1 canſt merit nothing for thy 
ſelf: Chryft hath done that for thee, when He 
made Himſelf Poor, for thy Sake, that ſo thou, 
by Means of his Poverty, mighteſt become Rick 
Let therefore this pur of ¶ briſt prompt thee 
to all that is Good; let this be the Motive of mor · 
tifying thy Fleſh with all its Deſires; and let the 
Remembrance of that Death which He moſt wil - 
lingly accepted for thee, make thee: willing to lay 
down thy Life for Him; and out of ſincere Grati- 
tude for all his ineſtimable Benefits, to accept the 
Croſs at his Hand, and to reſiſt the World even 


8. Bx not deceived; for not in Tongue or in 
Word, but in Deed and in Truth, is to be 
loved of thee. I thou loveſt Him, keep. his Com- 
mandments. - Himſelf hath told thee:: F a Man 
love me, he will keep my Hords; and: my rl 
love bim, and-we will came unte him, and mate our 
Abede with him, John xiv. 23. For this, as the 
Holy Ghoſt witneiſeth, ic the Love of Gon, that we 
keeps his Commandments : and his Commandments. are 
net grievous. For to him that loves Chriſt with all 
his Heart, it is pleaſant, for his Sake, to * he 
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Sweetneſs of worldly Triſles; it is a light Burden 
to bear what the Beloved is pleaſed to impaſe, ta 
keep from a. Principle within the Commandments 
of Love, to foxſake and to be: forſaken: of the 
World, and by à total Deach thereto, to liye in 
Chriſt. But he that doth not embrace the Love 
of Chriſt from the Heart, doth all Things that 
concern his Duty, heavily and awkardly, —— as 
it were with an III-Will. And no Wonder then, 
if every Thing in the Exerciſe. of an holy Life, be 
found ſharp and difficult to him. Whereas, to a 
true Lover of Chriſt, not even Death itſelf,” is in 
any wiſe: terrible; ſo far from it, that it produces 
in him Joy and Pleaſure: For tis the Triumph of 
Love for to- ſuffer for the Beloved: And therefore 
it is written, that Love is ſtronger than Death :: And 
45 a Mark of true Chriſtianity, it is delivered to 
us, that we be in nathing terriſed by our Adver- 

aries, the World and — Devil, but that we 
rather rejoice and be exceeding glad, if we be pexſe - 
cuted for his Name's Sake. Fur unte us ig it gruen, 

ith the Apoſtle, on the Behalf of Chriſt, nat anly/ 
to believe an Him, but alſo to ſuffer fer bis Sale; 

and that even. to the laying down, of qur. natural 
Lives, if it ſhall graciouſly pleaſe; Him, for his 

Name's Sake, to call us to ſo great an Ane 


9. Consiper holy Paul, whoſe Words. Are, | 
The Werld'1s crucified. to me, and I 1% abe Mu. 
Behold this bleſſed: Apoſtle, whoſe Life was a Life 
of continual Crucifixion to the World, and all 
that therein is; whereby he became, with. his be- 
loved Brother Peter, a dus Partaker of the Divine 
Nature; and thus by Faith, upon the 
Life of this World, received an etemal Weight of 
Glory. After whoſe Example all trus Chriſtians 
are indeed in the Wonld, but are not of che 
World : And although they live in it, yet no Part 
of che Lare thereof caves to them; they account: * 
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ing it a Shadow which paſſes away. So that to 


them all the Glory of the "World ; is no more than 


a little Air or Smoak; all the Deſire of the Eyes 
and Fleſh, with the Pride of Life, but Deceit — 
Vanity; all are no better than Shadows; yea, all 

are in their beſt Eſtate, Vexation and Diſappoint- 
ment; Honours, Riches, and Pleaſures, are no- 
thing eſteem'd by them; they account them all but 

a». Dung that they m Fan Chriſt. For the 
World is dead and — them, . they to 
the World likewiſe are dead ant crucified. 


10. Mons Man, who is dead to the World, 
and alive to Gop ] ſeparated from the World, and 
collected into Chri/t / Bleſſed is the Man into 


whoſe Heart ſuch Divine Graces are infuſed, as 


withdraw it wholly from every Tendency to infe- 
rior Things, and exalt it to the ſupernal Light and 
Glory in the Heavens: To obtain which, it is 
neediul to pray daily and inſtantly to Gop ; ſee- 
ing it is not poſſible for a Chriſtian to live with- 


out it. 


11. Ir is indeed a grievous Croſs to Fietb and 
Blood, to die thus to the World; yet the Spirit 
overcometh, and triumpheth in us over all Diffi- 
culties and Oppoſitions. So great is the Force of 
the Spirit: that Chriſtians paſs through all theſe 
Things, as a moſt eaſy Sender or che Lake. of 
their Beloved. And — — they are hated of the 
World, yet are they beloved of Gon: For the 
Enmity of this World, is the Friendſhip of Gov : 
— as the Friendſhip of the World, is Enmi 
with Gop. For wheſoever will be a Friend ef t 


World, is the Enemy of GoD: And whoſoever con- 


ſequently Joo tg be the Friend of Gop, muſt not 
count — be treated as an Enemy by the 
World, or by the God of it; The Words of the 
Diſciple, are, Know ye not that the Friendſhip - 
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God, Jam. iv. 4. And the Words of the 
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the Il vrld is Enmity with Gop? Il boſeever prone: 
fore will be a Priend of 15. World, is the 


ſter are, ye were of th Amid, the u u, 
love bis own: But ye are not 'of the WWarld, 
but I have chofen you out of the World, 8 the 
[Forld hateth 'ypug John xv. 228 ought not 
therefore to be ignorant, that the World is an Ad- 
verſary to thoſe that are dead to the World: But 
that it is otherwiſe to as many as live in the Pomp 
and Splendour thereof, whom it commendeth and 
favoureth. Let us conſider then theſe Thi 
Brethren, and remember the Words of our Load, 
the Tor id bate you by know that it hatel Me * 
Are: it Date yet. 7 3 


12. Now: here wded Mints Sand ones 
World abideth not, is not received of the World, 
but is caſt out by it; notwithſtanding he is preci; 
ous in the Sight of Gop. For unto him indeed the 
World is dead, and he unto the World; this Man 
liveth henceforth- in Chris, and Chrift in him : 
And all thoſe that are fo, Cbriſt doth acknowledge 
for his on; but to others it will be ſaid by Him, 
I know you not, who naw Him not; who acknow- 

ad Him not before Men. Verily, veri 5 He 
7 — th who are 
of his Meekneſs, of his ility, and his Patience. 
He who refuſes to live with Ch vit in Tue, how 
ſhall he live with Chriſt in Ereraity ? And how 
thinkeſt thou, ſhall He live in thee, or with thee, 
after this Life; ſeeing thou canſt not or wilt not, 
live with Him in this Life ? For if thou wilt not 
fuffer Chriſt to live in thee, before th his World be 
ended, What expecteſt thou, O Fool, in that 
which is to come ? Ahl with whom wilt thou 
live hereaſter, thou that canſt not live With Him 
here! Learn therefore, O Man, here to die to the 
World, and to thyſelf, n ta 
| K be G00 
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Gop both here and hereafter, and thy Life may 
be revealed in Chri when He ſhall appear. It re- 
mains then firm, that he ſhall not have Life in the 
World to come, whoſe Life in this World is not 
in Cbri. Now therefore if it be demanded, hat 
1s it to die to the World? The Anſwer is plain, it 
is no other Thing than not to love the World, or 
the Things thereof, but for the Sake of Chri/? to 
deſpiſe them "utterly. Wherefore alſo the Hol 

Ghoſt faith to theſe dying ones; Love not Fl 
I arld, neither the Things that are in the World. 
For we are ſure, that he who loveth the World is 
not of Gor, but of the World; neither can he 
be of Gon. For if any Man love the World, the 
Lede of the Father is not in him, 1-Jobn ii. 15. If 
he love the World, he may be alſo loved of the 
World: But if the Love of Gop be in him, no 
Wonder is it, if the World hate him, which is 
ſo at Enmity with Gop: Moreover, if the Love 
of Go be not in him, but the Love of the 
World, What ſhall he do in Heaven? Will not 
Heaven it ſelf be to him as Hell? And what like- 
wiſe hath he to do in the World, who in his 
Heart is dead to the World? Where the Heart is, 
there the Life is alſo: If it be with Gop, then it 
is not with the World: And if it be with the 
World, then it cannot be with Gon, or in Gop. 
will neceſſarily be in Chriſte But if it be not with 
Him, then will he have no Share in Him, but in 
Antichriſt ; And his Life ſnhall never be found to 
be in Chriſt but in Satan. Neither is he to be ac- 
counted a Child of Go p, but a Son of Bela), 
whoſe. Heart is: fixed not in God, but in the Son 
of Perdition; being enſnared by the Love of the 
World, to the Obedience of the Prince of the 
Power thereof. And he that hath this World's 
Love in him, ſhall eaſily be overcome by it, even 
as Sam or was by Delilah : and ſo muſt ſuffer am 
* | : 


+ EF? EE EE TT x COX ED ö e CPTITS OT 


ns 6 T9” SS an , ß go „ AAaaAE ccen=_=. CE. ⁴yͥ d NA... r a4». 4 


oO 8 —_ 


True Chriſtianity. 419 


cat Torment which the World can bring upon 
him, n 
meer Liſe dance af 
101 8s ll. Dres 

3 Funrnans dankee Man was nat made for 
= Wales Sake, but the World for Adan's Sake: 
Man was made to be Lord of the Earth, not a 
Slade of it; to ſubdue it with the Affections thereof; 
not to be ſubdued by it, or them; not to put his 
Delight or Joy therein, as in his Paradiſe, and to 
know nothing, and hope for nothing but what is 
before his Eyes: No truly; far he muſt go henoe, 
he is but a Tenant for Life, of this World. 
He was not made for it; nor can he abide in ĩt. And 


as, naked he came into it, ſo. naked — he go 


out of it again. Into it many at once are born, 
and as it were by Heaps, -promiſcuouſly and with- 
out Diſtinction: Death driveth them all out hence 
again by Heaps, both they that did enter into it 
at one Lime, and that ſueceſſively made their 
Entrance into it; and will not ſuffer any of us to 
carry with us the leaſt Mite of all the Frraſure we 
have gathered, but ſendeth us quite empty away; 
if we have no other Riches but of this 
World; whereby it evidently: appeareth that 
this World was never deſigned to be the End of 
our Creation. Another Cauſe brought us into the 
World, and for that we were born; which is GOn 
Himſelf, and the {nia ge Gon which we bear in 
Chriſt Zefuty and unto which we are renewed 
the Spirit. We are errated for the Kin 
Gop, and for Life eternal; which our Saviout 
Chriſt hath recovered for us, and into whom we 
are regenerated by the Holy Ghoſt. How pre- 
poſterous-a Thing then is it for any one to fix his 
Heart to the World, ſpend his Time on 
Things? Man, who is the moſt excellent of 
the —.— Man, who was made to carry about 
him the Image of Gop in Chi, and who by Him 
is 


is renewed after this 
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Aden, e e 
created for the World, tar the World for dun. 


14. AND therefore threats tis bout with him, 
the ker of Gov ws Cl ;\of which the Ex- 
cellency is fo with all their 
Labour -and Ta and Angels, could 
not repair one , or renew in it the Image of 
Go D. But for this Cauſe, it was neceflary that 
Chrift ſhould die, that — — 
be Sin defaced, might OR 
| cle be rencwed by the Holy Ghoſt; 

dM Man might henceforth become the Habita- 
cn js Haro: 


15. Manx ought to but Gop alone. 
Whatever one loveth, in that his Heart is fixed; 
and where his Heart is fixed, thereto payeth he his 
Devotion. 'He'is a Servant of it, whatſoever it be, 
and devoted to it. Conſe: we have, in this 
broken and divided State; as — — as we 
have Objetts whom we love. thy Love, O 
Man! be ſimply directed towards Gop, then thou 
art ſubje&'to-no'other Lord; then thou art at Li- 
Wherefore thou muſt be very circumſpect, 
that thou follow after nothing that may hinder the 
Divine Love in thee; and that thou ſuffer not thy 
Aﬀedtions to run out into any of the Creatures. 
If chou deſireſt to poſſeſs Gop alone, thy Al 
muſt thou conſecrate to Him. Hut if thou pleaſe 
thyſelf, inſtead of loving and pleaſing Gop, — 
Sorrow, and Sadneſs will befall thee. Whereas if 
thou loveſt Gon, and rejoiceſt in Him only, and 
doſt dedicate-thy ſelf only to Him, then will He 
be thy ſure Comfort, and never ſhalt thou be over- 
cometh damen or Fear; and never ee 
| irs Gant: comms e 
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16. HE who follows after his own Profit, Praiſe, 
and Honour, never attains to Tranquillity; for al- 
ways ſame thing or other meets him that brings Per- 
turbation. Therefore beware thou believe not that 
the Increaſe of Wealth, Fame, or Honour, is to 
thee good and profitable; but rather ſet before thee 
always, the heavenly 'Treafures, and contemn all 
ſuch mean and paſſing Things, and ſtrive to ex- 
tirpate the very Root of Concupiſcence, which 
hinders thee in the Purſuit of the Love of Gop. 
For as much as in this Love thou ſhalt find all the 
Riches of Gop, and all the Pleafures of Paradiſe. 


7. Now ſeeing the Commodities of this Life, 
fact as Praiſe, Honour, Riches, Pleaſure, and 
even the World it ſelf which beſtoweth them, are 
wo away, but the Love of Gop endureth for 

Daligh t cannot be durable, * thou 
belt! in the Loe of earthly Thin 
the Mind that is firmly ft upon "Divine Low, 
cannot but — | rejoice. "Ah! how vain, 
is all that which is not grounded upon Gop! Oh! 
how is all vaniſhed, vaniſhed away of a ſudden! 
Behold, the Dream is fled. But do thou, O Chri- 
ſtian, forſake all Things, and thou ſhalt find all 
Things by Faith. For he that findeth Goo, 
findeth all Things: But the Lover of the World, 
findeth not Gon. J am, ſaith Chrift, the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. As if He ſhould have 
ſaid, „ Without the Way, no Man goeth on; 
without the Truth, nothing is known ; and with- 
out Life, no Man liveth : Therefore look upon 
Me, who am the May which you ought to walk 
in; the Truth which you ought to believe in; and 
the Life which you ought” to live and hope in? I 
am the May that ? endureth for all the Infal- 
lible Truth, and the Life everlaſting. "The Royal 
Way to immortal Life, is through my Merit; the 
Truth it ſelf is in my Word; and Life is through 
Vol. I. W the 
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the Power and Efficacy of my Death: And chere- 
fore if ye continue in this Fay, the Truth will 
carry you on to eternal Life. If ye will not er, 
come tallow Me; and if ye will poſſeſs Life eter- 
nal, put your whole Truſt in Me, who for you 
endured the Death of the Croſs.“ And what is 
that Royal ay, that Infallible Truth, and that 
endleſs L:fe; the beſt and moſt noble Way, and 
Truth, and Life of all others? Truly other Way 
there can be none but the moſt holy and preci- 
ous Merit of Crit; nor other Truth, but the 
Word of Gop; nor other Life, but Love on 


Earth and Immortality of-Happineſs in Heaven. 


18. Now then if thou deſireſt, O Chriſtian, to 
be immortaliz'd'in this glorious Life, it behoveth 
thee to believe in Chri/t, and to follow his Exam- 
ple in this World, which alane is the KING“ 
IFay. If thou wouldſt not be deceived of the 
World, take hold of his F/rd by Faith, and fol- 
low the Footſteps of his holy Life; becauſe this is 
the infallible Truth. If thou defireſt to live with 
Chriſt, then through Him, die to Sin, and be- 
come a new Creature; becauſe this is Life. In 
brief, Chrijt is the Nax, the Truth, and the Life; 
and the Life no lefs by Example, than by Merit, 
Let us, therefore, with all our Might, endeavour 
this one Thing, that our Life may as near as pol- 
ſible be Chr:/i's. Life. So that if other Things be 
wanting to confound the falſe Chriſtians, this Ex- 
ample of..Chriſt may alone be ſufficient. 


19. For we may ſurely be aſhamed thus to lead 
our Lives in Plakires, when Chriſt Jeſus led his 
in Sorrows; and to acquaint our ſelves with earthly 
Joy, when He was acquainted with Grief even 
to his Death. And well niay we be confounded 
to court the Favour of this World, when He was 
reiifted and d:jpiſcd of Mer:; and to bide as it 

were, 
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were, our Faces from Him, as if we counted it a 
Shame to have ſuch a Captain of our Salvation; 
or to follow Him, who treading upon the World, 
endured the Crofs. Now'if a Soldier forget his 
own Eaſe, when he ſees his Captain, by fighting 
valiantly, receive his Death; but thou art for get- 
ting the Pleaſures, : and Honour of the World, 
even before thy Captain's Eyes, when, He was 
us d by it moſt contemptuouſly, and naifd to the 
accurſed Tree, ſhall I not ſay, that thou verily 


doſt not fight under his Banner? For is not hi- 


Banner the Cro/s? But, alas! we will notwith- 
ſtanding be acounted Chriſtians. | tie} 


20. Ir they that are Chriſtians indeed, walking 


bf the Truth of his Doctrine, in the Path of his 


xample, attempt to make the beſt of their Wa 
to Heaveny it followeth, that thou that ſeek 
Honour and Wealth, and Promotion, art in the 


ready Way to Hell. Come out of that broad 


Way which leadeth unto Death: come into this 


fate May wherein the Traveller cannot ſtray, and 
embrace the Truth that cannot deccive, and live in 


Him who is Life it ſelf. 
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CHAP. vin. 


A Chriſtian's Inheritance not of this 


Wairld. 


82 Gon created temporal good Things, 
and beſtow d them on Man in his Pilgrimage, 
it is meet they ſhould be taken from our moſt 
Loving Gop with Thankfeiving mingled with 
1 Mi Fear 
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Fear and Trembling. And whatſoever Things 
are more than neceſſary, theſe are all left to Man 
as a Trial by Gop, to prove him: that it may 
be ſeen, whether he adhere to Gop alone, and 
teek only after inviſible Goods: Or whether he 
feed on the Things of this temporal Life, and 
prefer this earthly Paradiſe. before the heavenly, 
Gon the moſt free of all Beings, gave unto Man, 
his Offspring and Image, a free Choice; that ſo, 
by Riches, by Honours, by the Talents and 
Graces of Nature, and by other goodly Gifts, it 
might be manifeſted, whether he did truly cleave 
unto Gop, eye Him, move in Him, live in Him: 
or whether being ſeduced with falſe Shews of the 
Creature, he did turn his Mind from Gon, 
cleave unto the Creature, refpe&t Gop's Shadow 
in it more than Gop Himſelf. N 


2. Eyxxxx one who does this is by his own Sen- 
tence, declared guilty: according to that of the 

Law-giver, who having delivered the Law, made 
the People ſuch an Addreſs as this, “ Confider 
what I have propounded this Day befbre thee: 1 
have ſet before thee Life and Gord, and Death ant 
Evil; that thou mighteſt chooſe Life, and mighteſt 
_ bleſs thy ſelf, by cleaving to the Lok thy Gop 
alone, and walking in his Ways, becauſe E ts thy 
Life and the Length of thy Days, and to obey his 
Voice is Bleſſing for evermore. Wherefore let 
not thine Heart turn aumy from thy God, neither 
ſuffer thy Will to be draton away to the Creature, 
to love and ſerve that; but adhere to Him 6hly: 

And let thy Delight be to keep his Command- 
ments, and his Statutes, and his Judgments, that 
thou. mayeſt live and multiply, and thou mayelt 
dwell and proſper in the Land which the Loxb 
ſware unto thy Fathers to give them,” And for 
certain, nothing can be more ſolemn, or a more 
full and authentic Declaration of this 3 
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than what he ſaid in the Preſence of them all, 
(via. I call Heaven and Earth to record this Day 
againſt you, that I have ſet beſere you Life. and 
Death, Bleſſing and Curſing; therefore chooſe Life, 
that both thou and thy Seed may live, Deut. xxx. 19. 


To love Go is Lie; to love the Creature is 


Death: There is none Good but Gop; and there 
is no Evil, but in a Separation from the One only 
Good. Al Things therefore, in this World, are 
expos d to our Senſes, not to drag us down to 
them, but. to lift us up to Gop: Not for Delici- 
ouſneſs and Pleaſure, but as Proofs and Trials of 


©& # 


our Fidelity, er bon WP | 

3. Fox it is the Part of all true Chriſtians, to 
think, that they are in this, World Strangers, and 
Pilgrims, whoſe Wants theſe earthly Things ſhould 
ſerve, not for Delicateneſs, but for Neceſſity: they 
ſhould not therefore place their Delight in the 
World, but in Gop alone; if they do otherwiſe, 
they do but entangle themſelves in Sin; and fo, 


being ſeduced with wicked Concupiſcence, While 


they become. womenty,, wanton, , and effeminate, 


they with Eve cat of the forbidden Fruit. Hence 
they that are Chri/ttans indeed, do not deſire deli- 


ciouſly to feaſt themielves, but hunger after the 


Food which corrupteth not: they follow not the 


Pomp and Finery of Apparel but. aſpire after the 
Cloathing of Divine Light, and of glorified Bodies. 
In a Word, to a true Chriſtian, the Things of this 
World that pleaſe others, are nothing but a Crofs 


and Temptation, but Allurements of Sin, and 


Baits of Death. A Chriſtian therefore uſeth all 
Things with the Fear of God; and as à Stranger, 


watching himſelf with Diligence, and having a 


great Care that he offend not his Heavenly Father 
either in Meat or in Drink, or in Cloathin 


in Houſes, or in any other good Thing © this 
Life, either by his 9 Intemperate Ur, or by 
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that of his Friends and Companions. Wich the 
Eyes of Faith he beholdeth ftedfaſtly the Future 
good Things, and for the Sake thereof, regardeth 
not this mortal Body : For what profiteth it the 
Body, which by and by is to be eaten with Worms, 
if in this World it fwell in all kind of Pleaſure? 
Naked (ſaith holy eh came I ct of my Mother's 
mb, and naked ſhall I return aguln. A naked, 
infirm, and brittle Body, we all bring with us 
into the World; yea, as an unprofitable Burden 
we bring it with us, and carry it through the 
World; which as the Spoil of Death, is taken 
from us again, when we go out of the World; for 
we carry it not out again, but it is carried out by 
Hers” Bid been {tript firſt vate of all that is 
in the World. And all know that the Rich and 
Poor here are One. As we brought nothing, ſo 
we carry away nothing with us: Lo! all is gone 
as a Shadow, We ſhall find nothing in our Hands 
of all that we have Faß ed; we ſhall awake every 

Man empty out of his Dream; the Prince and the 
Beggar go forth alike, when they have acted their 
Parts here, Whatfoever we had even from our 
Birth to the Hour of Death; and which was in 
this World the poor Solace of 'a' miſerable Ne- 
ceſſity, is all taken from us in one Moment: yea, 
even the Bread of Mercy 'and of Grief too, is 
taken away. Nothing therefore is more wretched 
and poor, and naked, than a dead Perſon, if he be 
not cloathed with C7, and rich in Goo 


4. Go to then, becauſe we are Strangers and 
Pilgrims in this World, and becauſe we muſt leave 

all thefe Things when we die, let us acknowled 
it to be one Kind of Madneſs (and not the leaſt) 
to gather Wealth with great Labour, for a frail 
Body, which Body we cannot carry out of the 
World, eſpecially ſeeing there is another World, 
and another Body, and another Life. Call theſe 
3 0 > __"Thingy 
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Things, to Mind: To you! who in Truth 

are Strangers and Pilgrims before the Eyes of 
Gop. "That we may not abide without Under- 
landing, and without Honour, like to the Brafts 
that periſu, we muſt firmly imprint this in our 
Minds, that we are Strangers and Pilgrims in this 
World; after the Example of Chrif.:, Tho“ He 
was the moſt noble of all Men, yet He choſe vo- 
luntarily that Life in which nothing noble might 
appear according to the World; nothing es 
extreme Poverty, and a Contempt of Honour, 
Wealth and Pleaſure + + Which Three are held by 
the World, for three Gods, and ſet up in the Room 
of the true Gop bleſled for ever. eſe He con- 
temn'd, to whom all the World did ſacrifice; and 
therefore He confeſſeth, The Son of Man had not 
where to lay his Head. Neither was bleſſed Fob of 
another Mind, when he rejoiced in his Redeemer; 
nor Peter nor Pani, nor any of the other Apoſtles, 
who ſought not the Riches of this World, but 
the Riches of another; and therefore took upon 
them the poor Life of O, walking in his 
Charity, Lowlineſs, and Patience, whereby they 
contemned this Earth, and triumph'd over the 
World. They pray'd for them that curſed: them: 
they thanked them that reproached them; they 
bleſſed them that reviled them; in Perſecutions 
they praiſed Gop; by many Tribulations they 
profeſſed that they were to enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven: and when they were ſlain, they (with 


Cbriſt their Head) prayed, Pather forgive them, and 


lay not this Sin to their Charge. So dead were they 
to all Wrath, Revenge Menne Ambition, 
Pride, and Love of the W „and ſo did they 
live in Chriſt, and in his Love, his Meeknels, his 
Humility, and his Patience. And thus were they 
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perſeciy made alive in-Chrif by Faith; and by 


F. Tus true. Chriſtians, delight to be always 
reading Chriſt, - meditating upon Chriſt, fudying 
Chriſt, and to be continually buſied in trenfcribing 
Him ſo. as they would gladly, if they could, 
never ſo much as look off upon any other Book. 
Ideſe ſay, with the Apoſtles, we lea net at the 
Things which are ſcen, but at the Things which ere 
not ſeen: For the Things, which are ſeen, are Tem- 
Porul, hut the Things that are nat ſeen, are Eternal. 
And with all the Holy: Ancients, Ve have here ns 
continiang City, but we. feek after ene to come. A true 
Chriſtian, rejoiceth in his Spirit that he was or- 
dained to eternal Life, and hath a continuing City 
prepared far him in the Heavens, for which he 
was created after the heavenly Image. And attend- 
ing this one Thing, how he may grow rich in 
God, and attain the bleſſed End of his Creation; 
he feeth. the Madneſs of thoſe that being blind with 
the Love of the World, fear not /miſerably to 
afflict their own Souls, for the Sake of Things 
which can give them no real Satisfaction, and 
for which they are ſo unhappy as to looſe their 


Souls. The er of a true Chriſtian, is to 
have more Care of Eternal than of Temporal Ho- 


nour; to ſeek. more the Glory that endureth, than 
this which is but momentary; to thirſt after the 


Heavenly, and let, for their Sake, the Earthi 


Riches go z to neglect preſent Things, in purſuing 
after thoſe te came, tho' to us here inviſſible; and 


Iluaſtly, to cruciſy and mortify the Y, that the 


Spirit may live. This it is to be a true Chriſtian. 


6, Ir, id he dnn of all Chriſlianity to follow 
Chriſt our LoxD. For the whole of Religion con- 


fiſts in this, to inutate Him whom thou deſi warſhi p e 
Or that thou thy ſelf be a Follower and a Copier 
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of the Gop whom thou honoureſt and ſerveſt. 


This, out of the Light of Nature, was' Wü 


derſtood by Plato, in Whoſe-School this was 2 
Maxim, The Perfection 'of Man confteth in the 
Imitation of Go p., Hence'nething elſe is left to 
us, but that Chri/fbe the Patterm of our Life; and 
that all our Couriſek, Studies and Purpoſes, — 
reſpe& that One Thing; How we ſhould tome 

Him, thut ſo we may live with Him eternally; ex 


| pediing in the mean Time with Joy the Diſſolu- 
tion 


this our carthly Priſon. And to that bleſſ- 
ed State for certain we ſhall attain, if we thither 
direct all our Labours, Actions, and Endeavours; 
making this our Buſineſs, aud to 5 earneſtly on 
with a firm Deſire and Hope of eternal Li 
We need never fear to train e if we revert 
ade the Memory of this eternal Happineſs in 
our Actions, but look ſteadily to the End in them 
all; becauſe thus habituating our ſelves to the Pre- 
ſence of Gon, there is begotten in us a hoh De- 
fire of re and the Deſire of earthly 
Things, which is inſatiable in its on Nature, is 


reſtrained. * Wherefore according to that Saying ef 


Saint Paul, gk bet ye do in Word or Deca do 
all Things in the Name of our Lon Jeſus Chriſt, 
giving Thanks t Gay the Father thre Hin. 
7. Ir is indeed extreme Ingratitude and Con- 
tempt of Gop, to forget Gop, r whom we bear 
about us both Body and Soul, and from whom 
reccived them both; and inſtead of Him fo wor- 
ſhip the Idols of the Creatures, and to ſet o. 
Hearts upon them, which Gos alone challenge 
to Himſelf. They are not given to us for em- 
elves,” but that they might be unto us as Prints, 
Footſteps, and Teſtimonies of Gop; whereby 
we can come nearer to the Knowledge and Love 
of (30D, the Author of them all. Which when 
the World dares arrogate to it ſelf; then 2 
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Slaves. hereof, by the moſt juſt Vengeance of Gap, 
together with Idolaters, turn'd into the Fire 
ef Hell. I deny not, but all Creatures are of them- 
ſclves good; but when Men once ſet their Hearts 
upon them, then they become an Abomination 
before Gon, no otherwiſe than Images of Gold 
and Silver, and ſo they become the Fuel of Eter- 
nal Fire. For from the Love of che World, no- 
thing elſe can follow but Death and Damnation; 
for as much as the World paſſeth away with all 
the Pomp thereof ; while he that doth the Will of 
Gov, continueth for ever. 
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. Of Poverty of Spirit. 


| O whom, faith che merciſul-Loxp and Sa- 
1 Yiour, | ſhould 1 ſhew Reſpect, but to the 
little and poor Ones, and them that are cf 
a wounded and contrite Heart, fearing before me; 
and trembling at my Words? Thus doth, He ſet 
forth his tender Regard for as many as their own 
Miſery, has taught to: deſpiſe themſclves, and to 
ſeck with Fear and Trembling, a Remedy ſuitable 
to what they want. But will Gon: look to him 
that is poor f to him that is wretched," and blind, 
and naked? Be not thou then afhamed to acknow- 
ledge before him, thine own Littleneſs and Poorneſ- 
Be not thou diſcouraged from conſeſſing unto Him 

oy Wretchedneſs, and Blindneſs, and Nakedneſs. 
Will He have Reſpect to a contrite and a bruiſed 
Spirit? Will He look down upon a trembling 
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Reed, or upon broken Stubble, which" feareth ts 
be ſcattered by the Breath of his Word? Let thine 
Heart then melt before Hum; and let thy Spirit 
break in Pieces at his Preſence. Deſpiſe thy ſelf 
as a, week Reed that hath no Strength, and as 
Ch# it ſelf which is driven about by every Wind: 
And fo fear thou before the Majeſty of the Lok p, 
humbling thy Soul to the Duſt, and acknowledgy 
ing thy ſelf unworthy of all Grace and Favour, 
This is the firſt Step to obtain Acceptance with 
Gop. Whoſoever then is deſirous (0 find Grace 
and Mercy, let him own himſelf, altogether un- 
worthy of them; let him account hi as No- 
FFT 
72 eee 
2. Bor who is this that is Nothing in his own 
Fyes? He is indeed inwardly and in Heart fo, 
who thinketh himſelf worthy of no Divine Benefit, 
either corporeal or ſpiritual, For he that arrogateth 
any Thing to himſelf, eſteemeth himſelf Some- 
thing, when in Truth he is Nothing; and there- 
fore is the furtheſt off from Divine Graces, and 
molt of all unfit to be à Subſect ſor Gobi 
Creation. For be that thinketh | himſelf to be 
Something when he is Nothing, muſt of Neceſſity 
looſe all the Benefit of God's Grace; becauſe it is 
Nothing to him, ſo long as he accounteth himfelf 
not unworthy of it. - Lo! this is that Which render- 
eth Grace it ſelf of no Effect, and ſhutteth out 
that which containeth afl Things in it; and to 
which all Things are poſſible When received with 
Faith and Thankfulnefs. Since the Gracg of our 
Lonp Jeſus Chrift abideth not with any Man, 
ncither can abide with him, who holdeth himſelf 
to he Something, or who judgeth himſelf worthy 
of any Thing chat is given him from Above. Be- 
caufe if he judge himſelf worthy of ary Thing, he 
tiketh not all Things freely of Go: 'whereas: its 
Grace, not Merit, whatſoever we are, "or _— 
rom 
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— Mikerys, and thier Thin 
are Gop's, and. Ee Gen, hn flow from 
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nore Something than it is a Man; an 


is ele that is, independently on 
— — followeth. conſtantly. 


wheredy it ſubſiſts ? 
pend on himſelf 


Being. Con- 
fider-in-the like Manner the Shadow of a Tree, 
yea, of 2 good Tree, and Fruit: 

And aſk of the Shadow what it to boaſt of ! 
Dyna — a Shadow beareth no Fruit: and 
p Apples appear in the Shadow of the Tree, 
n to the but to the 
Tick Now chink: the like as to thy ſelf; the 
< good Fruit that herr in thees are not thine own. 
re 

| 4. Wann a Map i wu helpleſs-in bis own 
Sight, and at all Times eth only in the hea- 
venly Grace — eſus Chrift, beholding himſelf 
_ out of Ghrift othing, then doth: Gop graci- 
2 himz which Divine Reſpect is never 
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without a ſecret! itz but is full 
of a real Virtue, Life, and 4 ion. And as 
none but humble and contrite Hearts are capable 
of this Heavenly Favour; ſo the more clear, and 
more frequent it is, 2 
ſelves worthy of it. Na 


5. And indeed, if » Man ould weep # whole 
Sea of Tears, it were by no Means a ſufficient 


Price for the leaſt Heavenly Favour or Conſolation. 

Therefore, as is confeis d, the Grace of 

God is a moſt pure Gift ; and the Merit 

[rater Cami te = but Puniſhment bor _ — 
ently every is gui 

gy or pot ery» pardoned 


— Go; but this cannot be without 
Ack and that not of of the Mouth, but 
of the Heart. Mon re wp Paul faith, 3 
needs glory, I will glory Things 

mine In 2 hp 
therefore he would boaft of his I that the 
Power CH might reſt upon him. For ſuch 
txuly-is the dereitulnes of Gong: that the weaker 
the Creature is in itſelf, fo much the more Forti- 
tude is divincly infuſed into it; for in the Weak- 
ne of Mai, the Power of Gop is exalted; ac- 
Fran —— — — 

Grace 1s 
2 — 7 —— — 

— the more freely 
pardon him, to the greater Manifeſta- 
Glory in a Veſſel of Mer- 
cy; the mare doth He delight to viſit him with 
the heavenly Conſolations, which are of " copron 
More noble than all human Joys. 


6. FURTHERMORE, it is not he that is deſti- 
1 may ne rather > 1 
Bottom "of ls ——_ 

Vor. I. greſſion, 


made 
vile a 
_doth Gop 
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greſſion, and is -gtieved for his Sins; who is the 
proper Subject of Divine Mercy. If Sin were not, 
there could be no Miſery” in the World; and fo 
much Miſery could not befall Man, but that he is 
worthy of much more. Far be it from us then to 
fret, becauſe many heavenly Benefits are not be- 
Rowed on us; ſeeing we are net worthy even of 
the leaſt of them, no not ot the very Life we carty 
about with us. Wherein then ſhould a Man open 
his Mouth? Whoever thou art, it is better for thee 
to lay thine Hand upon thy Mouth, than to open 
it at all in thine own Juſtification; it is better for 
thee to open it only in theſe two Words, Peccau: 
and Miſerere; thut , Lotp! [ have) ſinned; have 
Thou Mercy upon me Siuner And certainly Gop 
Himſelf requireth net Uf a Man, — * de- 
ry his. Sin, and ne!, ane Pardon. 6 
WIN cf 431 Jiu 
; 7: Werp not rr 0 Man! woe thy Body, 
either becauſe it is naked, or becauſe. it is àfflicted 
with Hunger and Cold but Humble thou thyſelf 
before the Lokb, and ſend forth Fears for thy 
Soul, which dwells in Fleſh and Blood, in 1 
* Bondage, and lis thereby Btrroxious to Sim and 
cath. This Conſciouſneſs uf thin own: Miſery, 
this — working Repentance, this 'I'hirft 
after the Grace ef Gon, this Faith firmdy faftned 
on Chrift alone, open to thee the Door of Grace W 
Gbri/t, by which Gop cometh into thy Soul. 
zealous therefore ad. p For, db, I — 
(lich the LORD) af! > Deep; and Koc. "Tf any 
Man bear "my Hie and open the Don tunit come 
in in hmm a]. .I 0 [arp ric um, e, he with Me. 
Winch Sap, is the Remiſſion of Sins, 
With Divine Oomolation, ads 1 Divine Life and 
N | | 


8. A Adee Bae of Feld, our 1 moſt lov- 
; ing Gov; at his own 1 doth moot the reer 
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ed Soul, and enter in, that He may take Poſſeſſion, 
filling the ſame. with ineffable Joys; there it is that 
Truth ariſeth from the Earth, and Righteouſneſs 
looketh down from Heaven: Here it is that Mercy 
and Truth meet one another; that Righteauinets 
and Peace do kiſs each other. And thus, O Chri- 
ſtians, it appeareth how by the Acknowledgement 
of your own Miſery, and by Faith in Chriſt, ye 
may attain the Grace of GoD: And that the more 
vile any one is in his own Eyes, the more is be be- 
loved of (30D ; and ſhall be by Him adorned with 
the greater, Favours and the higher Bleſſings. 16-31 

9. True Chriſtianity: conſiſts only in pure Faith, 
Love, and an holy Life; which Holipels, of Lite 
ſpringing up in the Soul with Faith and Love, hath 


its Beginning out of true Contrition. And this 


Contrition is never without a Knowledge of one's 
Self, whereby we percaive daily. more and more our 
own Defects, and amend them Day by Day: And 
thereby we arrive to ee of che Righ- 
teouſneſs and Holineſs of Chrift by Faith. Where 
in if we do walk, as having the continual Fear of 
Gop beſore us, after the of Chil- 
dren and loyal Subjects, we muſt be ſure not (o 
nouriſh any Thing that belongs to the Fh Al 
Things are lawful for me (ſaith the true Chriſtian) 
but all Things are not expedient. All Things are in- 
deed lawful for me; but all Things edify unt. Lor 
as 2 dutiful Son in his Father's, Houle doth, not 
all what ſeemeth goed: unto. him; though it were 
lawful for him ſo to do; but warily obſerveth the 
Will and Pleaſure. of his Father, and, as it were, 
ſetting him ſtill before him, doth conſult with him, 
before” ever he ſay or do any Thing: So a true 
Chriſtian, as the Child of Gop, will behave him · 
ſelf in his Father's Houſe, which is the Church of 


Gon; will not allow himſelf in all Things lawful, 


tu: will chaſe his Senſes with Chriſtian hier. 
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won, and will never do or ſpeak any Thing with- 
vut conſulting aft his Father in Heaven. 


1g. By daily Contrition, and habitual Mortiß. 
cation of the Fleſh, Man is Day by Day renewed, 
bearing heavenly Fruits and c Graces, of an 
unexplicable Sweetneſs : contrariwile, the Pleaſure 
of the World k Heavineſs of Heart, Vexa- 
tion of Spirit, and a wounding of Codltience; 
yea, ſo great hence is the of the Soul, 
and ſo heavy the Loſs of the h Gift (a Lok 
which neceffarily lows from the Pleafure of the 
Fleſh, and from worldly Delights) that he who 
oy calls the fame to Mind, cannot. but exceed- 
| fear and dread any of the fieſhly and worldi 
7 which ſerve but to divert him from 


chat are Spiritual and Heavenly, and to quench in 
him the moſt ſweet Grace 1 brings 


the Soul into W of Gon. 
It. A Chriſtian y (if at 
all) in earthly Thing beir b full of the Divine 


Pleaſures, and of Life Eternal. Neither is he car- 
ried away with or Adverfity, but for 
the Lofs of the Soul anly ; For ths only even for 
this immortal Spirit, an Fran 7 not be leſt, he is 
concern d. He knows he loſeth nothing of theſe 
Things which periſh, but he ſhall receive for it a 
thouſand- fold in Nee World: But if the Soul 
once perith, it can never be recovered. Bleſſed 
then is the Man that findeth this godly Sorrow, and 
with that findeth the Ccleſtial and! piritual Plea- 
fure. But how often, alas! ds, we abſurdly laugh, 
when we ought rather to weep! ſecing rh is no 
ſolid Delight, but in the Fear of Gop, and in a 
right Conſcience : Which, without Fa 1th, and an 
holy Life can never be attained nor 15 For 
Faith accompanied with this 08 5 Sorrow 


N is wrought by the "py doth 87) by 
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' Day to correct all the, Defects of Man : 

5 molt ſure Means, wry any Man neglect, * 
loſeth the deſt Part of Living, „ foraſmugh 

hindereth the Kin neddm” of 9 in We he 


continueth eee under the Chains ah Sin; 
neither can he be ſet free from the "Weizhte 9202 


Ki 0 Hof” 5 red of, the Bi 30 RO Fahne Neis 


to. eee . bos ings io noi 


1250 bros t he en wy ebe [= che Ware of 

a wiſe anz who geek | 

Whatever Ye ge be an Obllacle* to his 
of 7 "Ald to Bis Proficiency i y in the 


Amend 
Heavenly "Of v BY der doth he that is, thus 
t 


75 ual Mere. fee thee "Things only 
whereby "Ct vel ities. m ariſe” in the Bod 5 bet 

e berceiv es to be any 
ways Biirtheriforme* to the 8 itt, and an ; Impedi- 
ment of the Soill's Spiritual! Babes * 


13. Bt. rite 481 the Van wha flees from what- 
on wage ohſtruct the Cortection of his Faults, Or 
op his Progreb, in the Way of, r. or, this 
the true! ifdom; d to withitan af at may 
bob our WET. appine ss,! is the * V alour, 
which ſhall be crowned with Inimortal Honour. 
Fear not therefore, but pe of good Courage 3 ; yea, 


'be thou ſtrong | in the Lo p, and \ ve N 
thet then maye e/t obſe ſerve 7 55 8 95 g to 4 be 
Word and? Ton pot Lich diet 

fe the Servant, but) 


9 Fs 73. hath commands. 1 
thee. , Be thou a good S 755 Cori/?, and 
ftrictiy obſerve all his Nee Tot turning {rep 
cen to the Right Hand or to the Laßt, pu fo thou 
may ft indeed 7 whitherſegver thou geſt We 
thou bor OE alt. his and. thine . 
nemies, Fg whatever thou doeft. 
LY b. C18 then 4 behold, He Wil "be 50 
wie 15 (ef a Man & Vaour, in 
3 re- 
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rcliſting the World, and the Evil thereof 3 Be mat 
Doll. Jur rtions Zul vit Gin. 
| vp, arts 8 of Heart is the B at the 
Way ich leads to-the bleſſed of Light 
and Love: And ha Ne the if thou art enter'd 


63 


into this Way as through the 
Valley of Tee thod Ak fl ffrely * in Joy 
at the Day o 9 7 7 Others alſo ſhall be con- 


verted 66 G05 gladh/ ſübmitting to walk with 
thee in this Was * 2 the Light of thy Con- 
a Gow: chop 'he convinced Jai thaw aft 


wan Vein, 
2414 101. Ts. 

* 25 more e eg A | pack] Man de- 
plorerihis'Sin, tho · les is he affected to the World. 
do that He paſſes through it as unconcern'd in it; 
being touched neither with the Good, nor with the 
3 ER He hath no longer ans Affection for 

thereof: Ho —— und mourn- 

— „chat are affected to it. A Fountain 

of Tens is open'd,: boch for-them and becauſe of 

— ity in gt ee Why did 

over ſalem, even alm which 

Fader Him, And por Him 6 Dean? Their 
wete evidently 


the Cauſe of it. 
Let us then think the ſame Thing of ourſelves, and 
take up in like Manner Sin mi, our Lamenta- 
tion even \for- ourſelves, and for others; ſince no 
Matter can be more worthy of Tears, than both 
our own bins, and en of K. 
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fation, was Qutward and Typical, full of 

Figures and Shadows, exhibith the Mzs- 
£145 at A Diſtance z: pompous: alſo. with Ceremo- 
e whieh the ) Nation was ſtriftly, and ac- 
daun tothe r:of the. Letter, — to ob- 

In which Rites and, Images, the Faithful 
of that People beholding the Mzss 148, as it were 
'by Faith in Him, according 
to the Dꝭ/ ne Fromiſe. But that Which Go un- 
der the New; Teſtament; commandeth;; conſiſſeth 


not ut 2 Figures, — — — 
nances 3 8 
principally decoding! auth in 2 


in Him was the T. Altar, Sactifice, Ar of 
the Covenant, e with the: whole 


Moral and Ceremanial La cotdp voriſied. 
Whence it ſollows, that fm ths 
er H the Law, and: of res 
we may ſerve Gan thto Indw N 
22 Holy Ritz with a free Heart, and wi 
nl, » 
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2. To the Trait Internal, Chriſtian 
incipally requir- 
ed, : The Ea of. 6 8 which. is by 
Faith. 2. The wiedge of Sin, accom 
with Repentance, 3- The Knowledge of 
Gra gehe with Remiffon of Sins: 8 
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that make up the true Worſhip of Gop, are One, 
and yet Three. For in the 3 of Gob 
alone, is et both Fe raues; and Reg. 


HE Abe. ya 
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e true ionic e 1 Gop FITS 
FN and LY LEE and rough, 7 diſcerneth 
Gon: his O "Co. Love, Merey, Ne 
ouſneb , Hoch Wildoms: all. which are Gop 
Hume! I. For what | 15 ; Gon? Surely no other, than 

5 ure Love, and Mercy, pure 
12h 483595 Truth and Wiſdom. And the ſame 


18 t Haid of Chri/t i/t; and of the Holy Spirit. -But 


W 0 Gop. is, that He. RA not to Kel only; 
but Mee. * by, his ;gragious Will made manifeſ 


in Ch Wir Thus to . is Gop omnipotent, to me 
merciful, to me eternal Rightequincks, . through 
Et ich ans Remiſhon of — to me alſo everlalt. 
ing Truth and Wiſdom. Thus, alfo is it with 
Gt who. is made to me eternal Omnipotence, 
the Almiahty Head and Prince, of Life, my; moſt 
mercizul- Saviour,: SE bye oe, - unchangeable 
Rightcaulnels, ruth and idem; according to 
that of the A file, Chrift ! is of Gon made unto 1. 
ien, 4 K. 1ohteouſnefs, and Sar tification, and 
e "All whic 15 alſo verified: of the Holy 
Spirit. This is the truz Knowled e of Gop. II 
2 a naked Science, bit a. cheartul, viyid, and ef- 
n Trance, in which I rel the Ra ays and In- 
Auences 0 Fes Beige 5 ES, really to del- 
X end upon nie, inſomuch that. I; perecive my ,ſclf 
by Hi im to be upheld and far: 3-4 in Him to live, 
ae and have m Being; and that I 18 ſweetly 
Fenn of his Goodneſs and Mercy. P 
7 of. pure Love, whateyer hath, by Gop the 
ather, (Sit, ifs Fg he Bol Spirit, mw done for 
Te me, and us all? What more conſummate 
Love than that,” 6 which. he ſets; us at Liberty 


Lym din, "Death, Hell and the Devil? And do 
not 
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not his Truth and Wiſdom always, and in all 
Things, conſpicuouſly appear? * i 


4. Turs is the true and fubfantial Faith, which 


comiiſts in a living and effectual Reliance upon 


Gor, and not in any Noiſe and vaniſhing Sound 
of Words. In this Knowledge of Gap by Faith, 
we muſt, as the Children of Gon, daily make 


further and further Advances towards Perfection. 
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Knowledge of Gop, that proceeds Taft 

and Experience, and is founded on a Wy | 
operating Faith. And this Knowledge of Goh, 
that ariſes from a living Faith, is not the leaſt Part 
of that inward and ſpiritual Worſhip” of Gop; ſee- 
ing, Faith is a fpiritual, living, heavenly Gift, 
yea, the very Light and Power of Go.. 
* * 5. WHEN 
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5. WHEN therefore this true Knowledge df 
Gop is attained, by which God preſents Himſelf 
as it were to be touch'd and taſted by the Soul, 
(according to that of the P/almi/t, O taſte and /ce 
that the Lord is ou it is impoſſible, but that 
ſtraight Way there muſt enſue, a real Renovation 
of Mind, and Life. For, from a Senſe and ſtable 
Knowledge of the Divine Omnipotence, proceeds 
Humility. Since he muſt needs ſubmit himſelf unto 
the mighty Hand of Gop, who hath perceived its 
irreſiſtible Power. From a Taſte of the Divine 
Mercy ariſeth Love towards our Neighbour: For 
no Man can be uncharitable, who hath experienced 
the Divine Compaſſion. Who can refuſe any Af- 
ſiſtance to his Neighbour, that conſiders. how Gop, 
out of his pure Mercy, hath beſtowed. Himſelf upon 
him? From the Long-ſuffering of Gop ſprings a 
wonderful Patience towards our Neighbour, and 
that to ſuch a Degree, that were it poilible, a true 
Chriſtian could be. kill'd- ſeven. Times a Day, and 
as many Times reſtored to Life, yct would he al- 
ways willingly forgive his Murtherer, mindful of 
the bound! Mercy of Gon unto. hunſelf. From 
the Divine Righteouſneſs comes the Achnowled;- 
ment of Sins, 50 that with the Prophet Daniel we 
confeſs, . Righteouſneſs belongeth unte T hee, O Lokp, 
but unto us W of Face. From an Apprehen- 
fon of the Truth of Gon, floweth Fidelity and 
Uprightneſs towards our Neighbour; ſo that all 
Fraud, Deceit, and Lying, is now relinquiſhed; 
Gob forbid I Haul deal deceitfully with my Neigb- 
hour: Fer fo I ſhould effendthe Truth of Gop, whith 
_ & Gov Himſelf; who having dealt fo faithfully with 

me, it would be great Wickedneſs, if I ſhould 4s 
gtherwiſe by my Neighbour. The Conſideration of 
the Eternal Divine Wiſdom, produceth the Fear 
of Gon. For he who knows God to be the Scarch- 
er of Hearts, viewing its moſt ſecret Receſſes, muſt 
needs dread the Eyes. of. that Divine MAC: 
* ee ee | a4 
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There is no Darkneſs, nor Shadow of Death, where 
the Iorkers of Iniquity may hide themſelves; ; for be- 
held his Eyes are ujon the Ways of Man, and He 
feeth all bis Goings. Do not I fill Heaven and Earth? 
faith the Bene al 


6. Au ds mich of 8 true Needles“ | 
Ga; which brings the Knowledge of Sin, and is 
accompanied with Amendment of Life. And this 
Knowledge, together with thoſe Things that at- 
tend it, makes up the other Part of the in ward Di- 
vine Worſhip, and is that ſacred Fire, by the Ap- 
pointment of Gov to be uſed with the Sacrifices; 
leaſt the Divine Wrath ſhould be kindled againſt 
us, and we de conſumed by the * 2. of a 
conſed Vengeance.” | | | 


7. Tuts Kilowledge of Sin web us to the 
Knowledge of Grace and Remiſſion of Sins; which 
as 'tis only to be obtain'd through the Merit of 
Chrift,' ſo the Benefit of this Merit can no Man 
claim to himfelf, without Repentance; nor con- 
ſkquently, neglecting this, expect the Remiffon of 
Sins. Wherefore Repentance was neceſſaty, even 
to the Thief on the Croſs, that, his Sins being te- 
mitted, he might — Chrift into Paradiſe. 
Which, that it was not careleſs or ſuperficial, but 
proceeding from the Bottom of the Heart affected 
with a holy Contrition, appears from the Reprobl 
to his Companion; Dot nor thou Feur Gon? an 
IVe receive the dur Ares our Det; "ut this 
Min hath dent 8 2 And Dom his hum a 
ble and ſerĩous Reque Lord, Yemember 
me when T hou wy 5510 thy Ring dom: which are 
certain Proofs of 3 a contrite Heart faithfully 1 
bracing Cart 7; 


þ * 2 11 . 


8. Tuis gracious Abfolutic from Sins, which. 
a penitetit Heart in à true Faith, appretiendeth;,” 
ſupplieth 
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ſupplieth all our Deficiences; and that through the 
Death and Blood of Chri/t, whereby he ſuffered 
for annulling them, and as it were rendring un- 
dane all our Offences, by his moſt abundant Satis- 
faction. Hence it is, that Gop is ſaid to forget 
Sins, and no more to call them to Remembrance; for 
whatever is fully and compleatly paid, yea, ſcratch'd 
out, muſt needs be buricd in Vion. | 


9. Tus then is the third Part of the Inward, 
Spiritual, Worſhip, a real and experimental Know- 
ledge of Grace, with an intimate Senſe of the full 
and meritorious Satisfaction of Feſus Chrift iſſuing 
from the Knowledge of Gop; which Knowledge 
in like Manner, is the Source of Repentance, as 
Repentance is of Remiſſion of Sins: Which tho 
Three, yet are indeed but One, and are ſuſtain d 
as on a Foundation by the ſolid Knowledge of 
Gon. 


To. Axp thus the Outward Law of Aoſes is 
chang'd into Spirit, or an inward, holy, and new 
Life, and its Sacrifices into Repentance, by which 
we offer unto Go D our Body and Sou], together 
with Sacriſices of Praife, aſcrĩbing unto Him alone 
' our Knowledge, Converſion, and Remiſſion of 


71. Ir appears then, that the true HForfpip of 
Gow is in the Mind, and conſiſts in the Know- 
ledge of God, and in true mortifying 
the Fleſh, and through Grace, renewing Man af. 
ter the of Gor. In this Order is Man made 
the holy Temple of Gop, in which, through the 
Holy Spirit, a Worſhip is performed that is truly 
Divine; namely, Faith, Love, Hope, Humility, 
Patience, Supplication, Thankſgiving, war 1 

raiſe 
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Let us rather think, that ſuch is the 
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Praiſe of Gop. But though this Worſhip —_ . 


vice hath Regard to Gop Himſelf, and is per- 
formed to Him only, yet far be it from us to be- 
lieve, that Gor hath any Lack of our Adoration 
or Service, or receiveth -any Advantage thereby: 


of GoD to miſerable Men, as to be willing to 
impart Himſelf wholly with all his good Things 
unto. us, and in us to live, operate, and dwell, 
provided we on the other Hand are ready, by the 
true Knowledge of Him, by Faith and Repentance, 
to entertain Him, that in our Heart, He | 

his own Work into Perfection. For of Gon no 
Work is approved and accepted, but that of which 
Himſelf is the Author in us. Therefore hath He 
commanded us to repent, believe, pray, faſt; not 
that to Him but to us, the Benefit might redound. 


O HAP. Il. 
Of a Chriſtian Liſe. 
| OT the Chriſtian iſti Nan i Ari ian 


Life, ſheweth a true Chriſtian: For in him 
Chrift is manifeſted, and made xiſible to others, 
by Charity, Humility, and Benignity of Nature. In 
whom therefore Chrift liveth mot, be, of Conſc- 
quence, is not a Chriſtians. And chis Life having 
ſaxed its Roots within, in the very Spirit and Heart 
of a Man, muſt ſpring from this inward Principle, 
5 an Apple from the internal Vertue of the Tree. 
Yea, tis neceſſary our Life ſhould: be directed by 
the Spirit of Chriſt, and faſhioned. after-his:Exam- 
ple; according to that of the Apoſtle: As many as 
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are bed by the Spirit = they are the Sons of 
Gop. Now if any Man have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, he is none of his: For all Life proceeds from 
Spirit: But ſuch as is the Spirit that inwardly 
acteth, and governeth in any; fuch will he out- 
wardly appear to be: From whence it is evident, 
haw neceſſary the Holy Spirit is te a truly Chriſtian 
Life; which therefore Chrit hath commanded us 
importunately to pray for, by which we are quic- 
kened in Ori, unto a new, ſpiritual, and hea- 
venly Life. And from the Life and never-dying 
Power of this Spirit, muſt ſpring every Chriſtian 
Vertue, and Righteouſneſs muſt flouriſh as "the 
Palm-Tree, and tithe the Cedar of Lebanon, whid) 
the Loxp 'hath planted. 

2. WHENCE it follows, that a Man muſt he 
firjt internally renew-d in the Spirit of his Mind 
after the Image of Gon; { that his Defires and 
Affections being conformed unto Chri/t, may pro- 
duce a ſuitable Life; and that the outward Life of 
2 Man, may be nothing but a conſtant exprefling 
of that vital Principle within. Yea, ſeeing Gon, 
{earcheth the Heart and Reins, tis ſurely molt rea- 
fonable that a Man ſhould poſleſs, in the Secret of 
his Heart, even morc than appcars in his outward 
Life, viſible to all. This Inward Principle, muſt 
renew our Body, Soul and Spirit; and cloath us 
with an holy Life. And this Life muſt yet daily 
wax more and more vigorous, and further en- 
creaſe in Chrit. Now fo much does any one 
grow in Chrift, as he maketh Progreſs in Faith, 
dy Virtue and a Chriſtian Life, and advanceth in 
Holineſs. In a Word, ſo far he profiteth, as Chrijt 
liveth in Him. 18 * 

2. A CHRISTIAN ought to be daily reneted in 
rending Heavenwards, to ftrengthen himſelf every 
Day with freſh Purpoſes of walking ſuitable to his 
new Name, and with unwearied Endeavours, to 
avoid a falſe and counterfeit Chriſtianity; no o- 

| therwiſe 
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therwiſe than if he had this Day been firſt initiated 
in the Principles of true Religion. For as one 
that enters into an Office, has nothing more at 
Heart than to acquit himſelf therein with Applauſe; 
ſo alſo ſhould we do, who are called unto Chri/?, 
with an baly Calling. This holy Purpoſe, if it be 
not molt deeply rooted in our Mind, no. Amend» 
ment in Life will enſue, no Vigour in Piety, no 
Increaſe in Chri/t, Yea, the very quickning Spi- 
rit of Chri/? is wanting. For ſuch a Reſolution of 
Doing Well, is the firſt Work of the Holy Spirit, 


and that preventing Grace that allureth, -inviteth 


and moveth all Men. Happy therefore is the Man, 
who with his Heart is attentive and obcdient to 
Him, and hearkeneth to the Veice of the Wiſdom 
of God, uttering her / oice in the Streets; who duly 
conſidereth, that all Things he vieweth with his 
Eyes, are ſo many Memorials of their Creator, by 
which He endeavoureth to draw Mankind to tlie 
Love of Himſelf. | | 


4. Wulck Divine Drawing, fo ſoon as ever 
we perceive, we ſhould immediately put our Hand 
to the Work, and take Care that fo. precious a 
Moment do not flip away. If this is neglected, 
other Days may poſlibly ſuccced,. in which we can- 
not think, hear, ſpeak, or do Good. Which be- 
ing foreſeen by the Eternal Wiſdom, ſhe every 
where calls on us, that by our Careleſsneſs we loſe 
not the Time, and negle&t not the Opportunity 
preſented. | | 
5. CALL to Mind, O Man,. the Shortneſs of 
Lite! Seriouſly conſider, how many Opportunities 
thou haſt neglected. One half of thy Life hath 
poſſibly been conſumed in Sleeping, and the other 
in Eating and Drinking, and other natural Actions; 
ſo that when thou comeſt to the Brink of the Grave, 
tou may eſt be found ſcarcely to have entered upon 

YU a Chri- 
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a Chriſtian Life. Every one onght fo to live, as he 
would tc to he. If thou art atraid to die wicked- 
ly, lead a pious Life: If thou defireſt to leave the 
World as a Chriſtian, endeavour to be one in thy 
Life and Actions. Now he liveth as a Chriſtian, 
that fo demeaneth himſelf, us if he were every Day 
to die; well knowing that a good Servant will at 
all Times be ready at the Call of his Maſter. And 
Gor, by Death as his Officer, ſummons us all 
before Him. 


6. BLESSED therefore is that Servant, whim 
the Lok D, when He cometh, hall find watching, 
And who is he that watcheth, but he that ſuffers 
not himſelf to be ſeduced by the World, or its A- 
dorers ? Thou wilt therefore do well to avoid the 
Familiarity of Worldly Men. It is ever beſt with 
the Soul, when 'tis at Reſt in its own Habitation 
and Reſting Place, which is Gop. For whenever 
it wanders forth from this, thither it muſt return; 
if it will enjoy true Repoſe. Wander whereſoever 
thou wilt, thou ſhalt find no Reſt any where but 
in Him; no Liberty but in Him, no Power alſo 
but in Him alone: But thy Soul ſhall attain in 
Him to the true Liberty and Power, and thou ſhalt 
find certainly that Reſt which the World cannot 
take from thee. 


7. WHEREFORE be ſure not to ſcatter thy ſelf 


abroad. It is never worſe with the Soul, than 


when it gaddeth from Home: It is never better 


with the Soul, than when it is at Home; that is, 


reſting in Gov its true Original. For ſince it is 
Goy's Offspring, needs muſt it return to Go 
again, and hve in Gop as in its true Element; if 
it defire to be quiet, and meet with laſting Satisfac- 
tion. Return, O return to the Fountain of thy 
Being, for here will be thy Reſt; here thou me 

1 e Kaka, ö | ve 


them to run at large through all the 
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hve in thy own Element; here, and here only, 
will Happineſs of Life be found for thee. 


8. NoTHING is more dangerous than the Fa- 
miliarity with the World, and worldly Perſons, to 
the Life of a Chriſtian. He that allows a Liberty 
of Gadding. Abroad to his Sons and Daughters, 
creates Miſchief to himſelf; and he, that by giving 
looſe Reins to his Tongue and Thoughts, ſuffers 

T raniactions 
of Men, as ſo many Circles of Vanity, is ſure to 
bring down much Evil, upon himſelfe But aſſure 
thy ſelf, thou wilt decline many grievous Inconve- 
niences, if thou endeayoureſt to conſine them 


# # * 


within the Bounds of thy own Breaſt. 


9. WHATEVER dath not promote the Repoke 
of the Heart, and continual Renovation of the 


Mind, ſhould neither be heard, nor ſpoken, nor 


read, nor ſo much as entertained in Thought by a 
Diſciple of Chr. Who will avoid many Incon- 
veniences, by kecping within his Heart, what 
ought, not to be proinuleg'd abroad. Thus in the 
Tents of the Loxp his Gp, he floutiſheth as a 

ly Plant, ſpreadeth forth; his Branches as the 
'edar of Lebanon. Whatever then doth not fur- 
ther the Quietneſs of the Heart, let it be far from 
thine Ears, thy Mouth, thine Eyes, and thy 
Thought. For the_T rees of the Lob do attend 
nothing, but how to grow and profit; in Chrz/e. 
Now Chriſtians are. thofe Trees of Gon, that 


ſhould Gy grow and take deeper Root in CH. 


Hence St. Paul witneſſeth of himſelf, that beſides 
Ghrift, and Him crucified, he deſired to know ne- 
thing. And this hath been the general Method of 
all the Saints of Gop, who have to the utmoſt of 
their Power, end<avoured, by carefully .cheriſhu 

this bleſted Tranquillity of Mind, to imitate thoſe 


Haly 2nd Heavenly Spirits, who retreating under 
2 the 
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to hide themſelves 


the Pavillions of the Moſt High, do reſt in Him 
alone. Wherefore _ ſtrive with all Diligence 
in Gop alone, as in the only 


Center ot their Souls. 
19. He that will ſpeak well, let him firſt learn 


to be ent; for to talk much is not Eloquence, 


but Prating. He that deſireth Peace and Serenity 
of Mind, Jer him keep Watch over his Tongue, 
and endeavour to maintain a good Conſcience. 
For an Evil one is like the troubled Sea ; yet ſhall 
it find Reſt, if jt return unto Cri by Repentance. 
Tire Dove which Nyab ſent out of the Ark, not 
tending any Place of Reſt, returned thither again. 
So thou in like Manner remember to do; as oft 
as, floating in a Sea of Worldly Buſineſs, thou 
frideſt thyſelf in Danger, retire immediately into 
thy Heart, to Chriſt, leſt by being too much toſs'd 
on the Billows- of the World thou art altogether 
deprived of "Tranquility of Mind. Whilſt thou 
converſeſt amongſt Men, and. dealeſt in Affairs of 
the World, fee thou always do it. wit Fear and 
with Humility. Perſwade thy ſelf tis no leſs un: 
fafe truſting to the World, than to the Sea. The 
external Joy of the World, howſocver for a Time 
it may ſooth a Man, and may ſeem to promiſe 
ovary! Thing proſperous and agreeable, yet, as the 
Sea by a Tempeſt, it may ſoon be diſturbed, leav- - 
ing bebind nought but the Sting of an, evil Con- 
ſeitmce ,, Malz k ay 

11. By becauſe'the Loxp is 2 Gop that hid. 
eh Himſelf, let the Soul approach Him in a Man- 
net ſecret and remote from the Noiſe of the Word, 
that. ſhe may the more readily participate of his 


 Divins Communications ; and being hidden with 


Him, - 4et:;her; according to the Pſalmift, fay, J 
will hear what the Lox D will ſpeak in me. I Mus 


the further our Soul retires from the World, the 
more 
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more familiar it becomes to Gon: Even as the 

Patriarch Jacob, when ſeparated from his. Children 
and Kint-folk, converſed with Gop and Angels; 

For it cannot be expreſs d in Words, how much 

an holy Soul, that is ſequeſtred from the F — 

and Fellowſhip of the World, is loved ale 

and his Angels: ſeeing they 228 Ap in. 
the Company of ſuch'a — nien 


CHA r. XII. 
Of the Love of Go D and. our Nee 


9 0 ' * 
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Now the End of the Commandmint is Charity: out 


* %- pure Heart, and of a Fo TNA Woo +4 
atth unfergneg. 


'N this Aſſertion dhe Apen ſeteeth bent us 
the higheſt and nobleſt Virtue of Love, and 
certifieth uf, concerning it, theſe four Things- 


I. FinsrT; that Love is the End of Ans Com 
mandments, and the fulfilling of the Law: that 


wherein are comprehended and fulfilled, all the 
Precepts of Gop, both under the Firſt and ithe 
Second Covenant; and without which all Gifts 
and Virtues are fruitleſs and unprofitable. oY 9 


II. Tax Second: is this, n Love un 
out 9 _ 1 * Heart; that is cleanſed from the Love 
orld. Wherefore St. hn warneth us 


17 to lde the Il ard, neither the Things that are 5 ; 
1 
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the World; under which he ſpecifieth the LAH of 
the. Fleſh, the Luft of the ET, and the Pride of 
Life ; becauſe the Mixture of any of theſe is abſo- 
lutely inconſiſtent with the pure Love of Gop, 
— I an Man, ſaith —＋ lave. che . the 
nr Fe 


41. T HE Apoſtle i in the Thie Place teacheth, 
that Love muſt be ot of a good Conſcience. Now 
this properly concerneth the Love of our Neigh- 
hour, and inſtructeth us, That Man ought to love 
his Neighbour, not -for the Sake of t or 
worldly. Advantange ; which is a falſe Love, and 
out of A bad Conſcience; but for the Sake of Gop, 


und of his Commandments, and out of a Conſci- 
ouſneſs of our N 


IV. The laſt Thing by the Apoſtle here aſſerted, 
is this, That Love muſt be out of Faith unfeigned. 
This is the Sum of hat is contain'd in this Short 
Saying of the Apoſtle: Of mes. we {hall now 


weay more particularly, 


I. 2. In the firſt Place, Das is the End e — 
Commandment z it is a fulfilling of the whole 
it is a Summary of all the Precepts of Jef Chriſt, 
it is both the nning and Motive, and the End 
and Perfection of all Virtue. That Love which is 
out of a right Faith, is the nobleſt, the beſt, the 
higheſt Fruit of Faith.  Gop hath changed the 
heavy Yoke of the Old Teſtament Service, and 
the many Commandmerits and Ordinances of that 
Diſpenſation, into Faith and Love: . Aud this Com- 
m indment is not grievous. It is not ſo to an en- 
lightned Chriſtian. For the Holy Ghoſt maketh a 
free, willing and ready Heart; And He is the In- 
ſpirer of Courage which ſaileth not, but lunnount- 


e e et 1 


1. Ni- 


FS. SO geen es erregen gran 
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2. NeriTHER doth Gon require of us 

Skill or- great Ability: It is only Love which He 
will have from us: And ſo this be but hearty, with- 
out Diſſimulation, Go. is more delighted therein, 
than in all the Knowledge and Wiſdom, that any 
Man upon Earth in his beſt Works can ever ex- 
preſs. And where Love is not, all Wiſdom, all 
Knowledge, all Works, and all Gifts, are alto- 
gether unprofitable: Vea, he is dead, whoſoever 
hveth witheut Love. Though thou ſpeakeſt with 
the Eloquence of Angels, concerning Heavenly 
and Divine Matters, yet if thou haſt not Love, 
thou art but ,in Braſs, and thy Seraphical 
Oratory is but a finting Cymbal. And th 
thou haſt the Revelation of all Futurities in 
Church and the- Underſtanding of all Myſteries 
Divine and Natural, and the Interpretation of all 
Languages dead and living, and an univerſal Know- 
ledge of all that either Men or Angels can know, 
whether in the Heights Above, or in the Depths 
Beneath, and though thou haſt alſo therewith a 
wonder-working Faith, fo as by it: to remove 
Mountains, yet if thou haſt not this Love of Gop, 
all verily will profit thee nothing; all ſhall ceaſe, 
all ſhall vaniſh away, and every Ihing ſhall come 
to an End, but Love. This then is the diſtin- 
guiſhing Mark of. a true Chriſtian. Great Abili- 
ties are common to Heathens tand Chriſtians; great 
Works are common to Believers and Unbelievets; 
great Natural Parts, great Moral Accompliſhments, 
great  Acquirements of ſeveral. Kinds, are alike 
commer to one and to the others only Love is the 
right Teft of a right Chtiſtian,, and- doth ſeparate 
betwixt the-Counterfeit and the True. 


z. Wir hour it every Work is of no Moment 
and with it there is ing but what is accepted 
of GroD. It is far dearer than the Arts, and more 


precious than the Wiſdom of-the whole On 
« 7 
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It is the Chriſtian's Badge, and the Seal, of the 
Holy Ghoſt. It is Love alone which uniteth us 
to Grop. For we know that Gop is Love: And 
be that dweileth: in Love, dwelleth in GOD, and 
Gop in him. Where Love is not, Gop is not 
there; and he that abideth not in Love, hath no 
Portion in Gon, in Chi, or in Heaven, which 
is 3 of Love. So then where Love is 
wanting, there is no Good: And where that is 
preſent, there no Evil can abide; for Gon Him- 
telf is there. Love is pleaſant and with 
Gon; becauſe it is of his on Nature: And fo 
is every Man that exerciſeth it, and. bringeth forth 
the Fruit thereof. There is no Work without it 
but is a dead Work: And there can be no Work 
with it, but it is a {wing one. For in this Love, 
there is an endleſs Spring of Life; it is the Com- 
munication of the Divine Life itſelf, and an eſſen - 
tial Ray of the Infinite Goodneſs. 


4, AN whereas all the Arts and Sciences, and 
all the Knowledge and Wiſdom, which Man graſp- 
eth after, are not gotten but with great Labour 
and Study, with much Care and Solicitude; this 
Heaven born Love cheareth and heneth both 
the Body and Mind. Neither is it Loſs to any, 
but bringeth moſt ample Fruit: For Love is the 
Reward of the Lover; this Virtue is a Reward to 
it ſelf... Love ariſeth ſtronger and r, exult- 
eth under all Difficulties, andeth in the hardeſt 
Trials, a moſt ſweet Refreſhment, and an the very 
Lion's Belly diſcovereth Honey. When the other 


Faculties of the Body and Mind are faint and 


wearied; Love fainteth not, Love is never weary, 
nor ever ceaſeth : Howſoever Prophecy may pals 
away, and: I'bygues. may ceaſe, and Sciences may 
be deſtroy'dy and Arts may be loſt, and the Know- 

of Myſteries may vaniſh away; yea, and 
Fab it may alſo failz This never Jalil. For 
a wen 
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when all that is imperfe& is done away, this a- 
bideth for evermore. | 


5. Tus ſhould be#the Spring of all our Prayers: 
And without this, all is but Lip-Service. He that 
loveth Go, prayeth well, and praiſeth well: But 
he that loveth not Gop, neither prayeth nar praiſ- 
eth as he ought; becauſe he neither prayeth unto 
Him, nor praiſeth Him from the Heart. The true 
Prayer conſiſteth in Spirit, in Faith, in Love: Tt 
conſiſteth not in bare Words. Think upon Chriſt, 
and how He prayed: Think out of what a tender 
merciful} Heart he cried, Father, forgive them, 
Luke xxiii. 34. He that loveth not Gov, that Man 
prayeth not: But he that heartily loveth Gon, 
knoweth how to pray; and for him to pray, it is both 
eaſy and comfortable. In his Heart is the 
of Peace, and from his Lips goeth forth a burning 
Stream of Charity, as having touched with'a 
Cal from the Heavenly Altar. His inward Eye is 
fixed continually upon Gop, and unto Him doth 
he ſend up a pure and living Sacrifice from a Fire 
within him, which is never quenched. © Conſe- 
quently he eſteemeth nothing ſo ſweet as Commu: 
mon with Him, or fo refreſhing as the Worthip of 
Him, which is performed in Truth, by the Spirit 
of Holy Love. j | BY ERIN 


6. Faru ſhould do all Things in à Chriftian 
through Love; and all the Things that are done 
in him ought thus to be wrought by Faith united 
with Love; even as the Soul worketh through the 
Body. As the Soul ſees, hears,” taſtes, ſmells, and 
ſpeaks through the Body, and doth all Things in 
and through the Body to which it' is united: So 
ſhould the Love of Gon, as the Soul of thy Soul, 
do all Things in and through Thee. Whether 
thou doſt eat or drink, whether thou doſt hear or 
peak, whether thou doſt commend or reprove any 

. 8 one, 
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one, let all be in Love. If thou beholdeſt thy 
Neighbour, behold thou him with the Eyes of 
Love; if thou heareſt him, hear him with all Love 
and 'Tenderneſs; and if thou ſpeakeſt with him, 
let thy Speech be with the -Meekeeſs of Wicdom, 
and the merciful. Bowels of Chriſtian Aden. 


wy ' PrESERvE the Root of Love always in thee 
by Faith, that ſo nothing but what is good, may 
grow up. So ſhalt thou fulfill the Commandments 

Gon; | Going that they are all comprehended in 

ve. Wherefore a certain holy Doctor ſpake af- 
tor this Kiopmer: &« O Love of Gov in the Holy 
« Ghoſt! which art the raviſhing Sweetneſs o 
c Souls, and the Divine Life of Men, whoſocver 
« hath not Thee is dead even while he liveth; and 
ce whoſoever hath Thee, never dieth before Gop. 
„ Where Thou art not, there the Life of Man is 
„ nought but a reſtle6.Dying : Where Thou art, 
« there Man's. Life is made a Fore-taſte of Eter- 
« nal Life.” * 


SEcoxnDLY, 8. The Love of Man to Gon, 
muſt be out of à pure Heart. The Heart of Man, 
that deſireth to Love Gop, ſhould be cleans'd from 
all wordly Love; fo ſhall Gop be to him the 
higheſt Good : And he ſhall be able to ſay, The 
LoRDd 7s the Portion of mine Inheritance, and of my 


Cup : Thou maintaineft my Lot. 


9. Gop therefore ſhould be the moſt Beloved of 
our Souls, and eur Hearts ſhould reſt in Him; 
derm Ie is eur higheſt and beſt Good, the 
Good of all Goods. He is all Goodneſs, and all 
Virtue: All that is or can be called Good, He is 
in the trueſt and moſt ſupereminent Senſe. Gon 

is the only Good, and there is hone beſides Him: 

He is purely and merely Gc Good, purely and merely 
Love. And if it be aſked, What Gon is? we 

may 
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may well anſwer, that Gon is mere Grace, Love, 
Clemency, Truth, Conſolatio Mᷓeace, * Lite 
and Salvation. Now all theſe hath he lai 
Cbriſi: And whoſoever hath Chrift, the fame th 
all theſe. And if any Man have the Love of Gon, 
he hath alſo the Truth of Gop, with his Mercy, 
his Goodneſs, and the whole * of the Virtues; 
| for ſeeing that he loveth Gon, by loveth he 
a=" 9 but all the Virtues, even as they are in 

OD 


10. Tas right Lover of Gop then hath a Love 
to all that Gop loves; and an Averſion to all that 
Gop hath an Averſion for. He liketh and diſlik- 
eth all Things, even as Gop liketh and diſliketh 
them. Hence if any Man love Gop, he muſt 
love Righteouſneſs. And therefore alſo ſhould he 
have a Love for Truth, ſeeing Gop is Truth. 
Moreover, Man ↄught to love 3 ſeeing that 
(op is Mercy. For the ſame Reaſon ought he to 
love Meekneſs and Humility; in Conformity to 
the meek and humble Will of Cu And on the 
contrary, Gop's true Lover cannot but hate all 
Ungodlineſs, and all the Works of Unrighteouſne(s, 
For that which is unri is againſt Gon, and 
is the Work of the Devil. Therefore. alſo the 
Lover of God hateth a Lie; foraſmuch as the De- 
vil is the Father of Lies. Moreover, he mult needs 
hate Unmercifulneſs, Pride, and all other * 
vecauſe they are Part of the Devil. 


11. Bor thou muſt remember that thou 1 V to 
Gop for this Love, which is out of 4 pure Heart, 
who, through the Love of Chr:/t, will moſt ireely 
enkindle the Flames thereof in thine Heart; if thou 
pray unto Him for it, and ceaſe not to importune 
Him, by the offering up to Him thine Heart every 
Day, yea, every Hour, and ev 2 WH, in a 
conſtant habitual * of thy Will, to Him. 

Vo. I. And 
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And it it happen, that thy Love wax cold and weak 

at any Time, rouze up thy Heart, faint wt, but 0 
ſtir up the Gift of Divine Grace within thee, and V 
never be diſcouraged: Yea ſhouldeſt thou, through tc 
the Weakneſs of thy Love, ſometimes fall; get thee I © 


up in the Name (of Gov, riſe again, and go to al 
work, and renew the Acts of thy Love. For in (i 
as much as thou art ſenſible of this thy Coldneſs re 


and Weakneſs, be thou ſure that the Eternal Light © 
of Divine Love is not extinguiſhed, though it "be in 
eclipſed; and therefore never doubt, but that God, fe 
thy moſt gracious and tender Saviour, will enlight- (6 
en thee again, and fire thy Heart with his Love, Cl 
as in the Days of His firſt Eſpouſals to thee, ſo that G 
thou mayeſt ſit again under his Shadow, and rejoiee G 
in the Light of his Countenance. Vet howſoever it nl 
may be with thee, thou muſt be ſure to abide hum- 
ble; and whenſoever He ſhall viſit thee again with 
His gracious Conſolation, and ſhall enflame thy fel 
Heart with his Love, thou Niouklelt pray unto his the 
Holy Majeſty inceſſantly, that He may never at any WW Pi! 
Time hereatter, ſuffer the 1nolt bright Fire of Divi ine the 
Love in thee; to be quenched. Ius much of the Ad 
Love out of a pure Heart, which is purified from wh 
the Love of the World and of the Creatures. 


TmRrnDry. 12. The Love of Man to his Neigh- 
bour, muſt be cut FA good Confcience. The Lore 
of Got and of our Neighbour, cannot be ſeparzt- 
ed. But he that loveth Gor, will love his Bro- 
ther, who was made after the Image of Gov. For 
the Love of Gop cannot abide in an Heart that!“ 
teaven'd with Hatred and Uncharitablenefs. And 
if thou haſt no Pity on thy Brother, whom thou 
knowtelt to ſtand in Need of thy Help, How canſt 
thou love Gob, who needeth not any Thing that 
is thine, and hath commanded thee to exprets thy 
Love towards Him by the Marks thereof to thy 
Brother? 


13. FAITH 


Y 
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13- FAITH uniteth to Gon, Love uniteth to 
our Neighbour. It is the Property of Love to be- 
wail and compaſſionate the Infirmities of others; 
foraſmuch as they repreſent to us, as in a Glaſs, 
our own Condition, Wherefore when thou ſeeſt 
another overtken in a Fault, conſider that thou alſo 
thyſelf art a Man; and endeavour, it poſſible, to 
reſtore him in the Spirit of Meekneſs. And in as 
much as thou beareſt his Burthen, thou by ſo do- 
ing doſt fulfil the Law Chriſt, which is the per- 
fect Law of Love; whereby we are obliged to re- 
ccive one angther, and to bear one with another, 8 
Chriſt 44% received. us, and, bore with us, to the 
Glory of Gop; in all Patience, Humility, and 
Gentleneſs, with brotherly Kindneſs, as conſider- 
ing our ſelves, leſt we alſo ſhould be tempted. 


FOURTHLY- 14. Love muſt be out of Faith un- 1 
fioned: And being ſo, it puts no Difference, for 1 
the Sake of GoDp, between what is bitter and ſweet, 
painful and, joyous, . for the preſent; but? loveth | 
them and embraceth them alike. It rejoiceth in 
Adverſity, even as in Proſperity, and fainteth not 
when it is tried. The Man that heartily. loveth 
Gop, is well-pleas'd with every Thing —— 
Gop is well-pleas'd. He that hath a Love for 
Gor, cannot but have a Love for his Croſs, which 
He hath given him to bear. Let us look unto our 
LoRp, and behold how willing He was to take 
his Croſs upon Him, becauſe: it was Gop's Will 
[ have a Baptiſm, ſaith he, to. be baptized with e 
And Oh! how am I flraitned (and in Pain) till it 

| I * accompliſhed. In like Manner have all the holy 
„ Martyrs carried after Him their Cross with Joy. 
For to them that unfeignedly love Gop, out of a 
t {incere Faith, it is not hard to bear their Croſs. 
be Loaditone draws to it heavy Iron: And ſhall 
c the Heavenly Loadſtone, the Love of Gon, 
draw that which is heavy to it? Shall it not liſt up 
1 £2 after 
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after it the Burden of our Crofs, as if it were moſt il t 
light and eafy? Shall: not the Sweetneſs of Divine I | 
Love make the Crofs fweet, let it be in its own 
Nature never fo bitter to the Fleſh ? 


15. Tars Love is a deautiful Image; and 
tovely Foretaſte of Eternal Life; wherein the 
Saints do mutually love each other fincerely, do 
receive ſingular Delight one from another, and do 
converſe together in a wonderful and ineffable 
Concord, and unexpreſſible Sweetnefs and Affec- 
tion. Whoſo therefore doth defire to have an 
Antepaſt of the Eternal Beatitude, let him ſtudy 
eve, wherewith he ſhall be delighted with ſingulat 
Fleaſure in the moſt inward Ground of his Soul. 


16. AxpD how much purer, and more fervent 

r Charity is, fo much the nearer it approach- 
eth the Divine Nature; foraſmuch as in Goo, 
in Chr:ff, and in the Holy Ghoſt, Charity is mot 
pure, and moſt fervent. Now Love is pure when 
we love not for private Profit, but only for the 
Cauſe of Go alone; who we know in like Man- 
ner loved us, for no Good of his own, but ours. 
The | Chriſtian loveth his Neighbour, Gop and 
rig, without any ignoble or felfifh Ends; and 
thus is his Love preſerved pure and fincere, which 
is the true Love. And this Love as it is pure, ſo 
it is alſo tiny <4, yea, nothing is more fruitful I 
than Love. ce is Love fitly called the fruitful Me: 
Mother of all the Births both in Heaven and Earth. 
It — — forth by the Holy Ghoft, all the Fruit 
of Righteouſneſs from the Heart, which is divine) 
impregnated with this m Principle. Laſtly, 
Love is fervent, when it vehemently drives on the 
Lover to act vigor fly for the Good of the Belor- 
ed; when it is accompanied with abundant Mercy 
and Compaſſion; and when the Affairs of ou 


Neighbour go 2s ncar to our Heart as our bite 
a. 
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that we be ready even to lay down our Life, for 
him. 
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17. Yea, we ought even to love our Enemies, 
according to our LoRDb's: Commandment : Love 
your Fnemies, da goed. to thoſe that | hate, you, and 
pray ſor them that perſecute you, and ret ile you, that 
you may be the Children e your Father which is in 
Heaven : For if. you love (only) them which love you, 
what Reward have. you, or-{hall you have] Do not 
the Publicans the ſume! In this therefore conſiſt- 


eth the Excellency and Dignity of a true Chri- 


ſtian; namely, in ſubjecting Nature to this Divine 
Principle, in taming his Fleſh: and Blood, and o- 
vercoming the World, with the Evil that is there» 
in, by Goodneſs. Therefore, If thine Enemy hun- 
ger, give him Meat. Though he be thine Enemy, 
treat him as thy Friend, and endeayour to make 
him ſo by all poſſible Means, heaping as it were 
C:als of Love upon his Head. | Left we might think 
it ſufficient not to hurt him, we are commanded 
to do good unto him, to: ſupport him, xclieve him, 
and cheriſh him with Food and Helps convenient 
for him. Which if any Man refuſe, he cannot be 
the Child of Gop, or a Member of Chr:/t, be- 
cauſe he loveth not his Neighbour, be he Friend 
or Enemy. | 


18. Ax p whom would not the Patience, and 
Meekneſs of the Son of Gon Himſelf, move to 
love his Enemies? To this End our bleſſed Re- 
deemer hath ſet his Example before our Eyes, that 
it might be an ever- living Mark to us in our whole 
Life ; by which whatſoever was proud or loſty in 
us, might be abaſed; whatſocver was weak, ſhauld 
be ſtrengthened ; whatſoever was crooked, ſhould 
be made ſtraight; whatſoever was defective, ſhould 
de ſupplied. - This blefſed Example let' us con- 
ſtantly behold, that ſo we may be conformed. to it. 

ws. ads 'For 
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For what Pride of Man may not be healed with 
the extreme Humility of the Son of Gop ? What 
Wrath, that his Meekneſs cannot mollify ? What 
Deſire of Revenge, that his Patience cannot aſ- 
{wage ? What any ſo great, which — 
with his Charity and Benefits, ſhall not expel? 
Laſtly, What Heart ſo hard, that is not ſoftned 
with the Tears of Je Chri/t? 


10. Now wha would not wiſh to be made like 
to Him, and to repreſent Him in Humility, Pa- 
tience, and Charity? Oh! who would not bear 
his moſt lovely Image, who loved his Enemies to 
to high a Degree? Or, who would not wiſh from 
the. Bottom of his Heart, to be like Gon the F:- 
ther, and his Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, and to 
carry within him the excellent Image of the Holy 
Trinity, which chiefly conſiſteth in Love and For- 
giveneſs? For it is the higheſt of all the Divine 

roperties, to have Mercy, to ſpare, to pardon, 
and to be gracious: And doubtleſs, that is the 
Figheſt of 10 Virtues, by which we become moſt 
like unto the Maſt High Gor. 


20. ON. this Conſideration Gon was made 

- Man, that He might ſet before our Eyes, a living 
and breathing Image of his own Love, and that 
He might manifeſt by this Image, his Love which 
was before hid in the inſcrutable, abyſſal, incom- 
prehenſible Eſſence, that ſo Men ſhould be tran{- 


formed through Charity into this Image of Gov. 


21. O happy Mankind, if we could all live to- 
gether in Love! then Frauds would ceaſe, then In- 
juries would not be known, neither would there 

2 Man be found to vex another. And that ve 
might think of this, God in the Beginning, when 
He had brought forth many Beaſts and Plants, cre- 


ated but One Man; from him a little afterward, 
| pro- 
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producing Eve; to the End that Human Kind 
being thus all derived from one Stock, might con- 
ſpire all in Love, and unite in mutual Affection 
one towards another. For how good and how plea- 
ſant, would it have been for all we like Brethren, 
to have dwelt together in Unity! This would indeed 
bave been like precious Ointment diſtilling from the 
Head of the everlaſting High-Prieft, = deſcend-- 
ing to the very utmoſt Strts of his Garments, in 


an Holy Generation of Sons and Daughters. This. 


would have brought down Heaven, as it were, 
upon Earth; and would even now turn our il- 
derneſs:wmta Paradiſc. O happy and bleſſed Life 
of loving Sauls, upon whom Gop hath commanded 
a Bleſſing for cvermore! Oh Charity how amia- 
ble art thou! And how joyous is thy Yoke to 
them that find thee What is there hard in ĩt? L 
is the eaſieſt Thing in the World, and beareth all 
Things without feeling che Burden. It is Love 
that quencheth the Fire of Hell in the Soul: But 
by Enmity it' is blown up, and Wrath fanneth the 
Sparks thereof. Love maketh our Minds quiet 
and * Hatred and Revenge grievouſiy torment 
them. Wherefore in order to attain true I ranquil- 
lity of Mind, if thou. haſt acted contrary to Love, 
that Method of Reconciliation muſt be taken which: 
Gop hath appointed Himſelf by his Word. 


22. How Reconciliation is to be made with an 
offended Neighbour, we are taught by Scripture; 
which commandeth the Offender to be reconciled. 
to his Neighbour, and (1) to aſk Pardon of him; 
(2) to reſtore the Thing taken from, bim, whom. 
he has defrauded or oftended; and {3) if there be 
hone to receive it, to give it to the LoRD. Thi 
Reſtitution of Things unlawfully taken away, is a 
Part of Repentance. Whereupon St. Auguſlia faith, 
The Sin is nat remitted,. unleſs the Thing taken be re- 
flared, And preſently he addeth, I hen the Thing 


taken 
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taten away, may be reſtored, and is net, there it na. 
Repentance. Becauſe it is the Property of true Re- 
pentance, to contemn all earthly Goods, and. to 
eſteem all Things as Dung in RelpeCct of the Grace 
of Gop. 
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CHAP. xv. 
CuR1sT 7he Light of the World. 


( OD is Light faith St. John. But what is 

Gop? Gop is a Spiritual, Eternal, and In- 
finite Being: Gon is Aly Merciful, 
Gracious, Righteous, Holy, True, Faithful, All- 
knowing, and only wife: Gop is unſpeakable 
Love and Faithfulneſs : He is the moſt Sovereign 
Good, and all Good eſſentially; and the True and 


Everlaſting Light. Whence every one that de- 


parteth from Gon departeth from the Light; and 
whoſoever walketh not in His Love, His Mercy, 
His Righteouſneſs, and His Truth, the fame wall 
eth not in His Light, but wandreth out from it, 
and falleth into Darkneſs. For without Gop there 
is nought but Darkneſs, but mere Darkneſs, but 
everlaſting Darkneſs. O how dark therefore is 
that Soul in which GoD is not! 


2. Now if Gop be Light, then the Dewi is 
Darkneſs: And if Gop be Love, then the Devil 
is Hatred; which Hatred is ſown in the Darkneſs, 
even as Love is ſown in the Light, and ſprings 
up out of the Light; ſo extinguiſhing the Powers 
of Darknefs. For this Heavenly Love having the 
Lizht everlaſting for its Sun and its Shield, is 
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g ronger than Death and Hell; and Sin and Tor- 
ment "muſt flee before it, Wherefore as God is 
Light, yea very Lights and Ghriſt- is Light of 
Light: Even fo the i is Darkneſs, yea, ve 

Darkneſs, in the Children of Diſobedience, 155 
is all Wrath and Envy, all Malice and Uncharita- 
bleneſs, and in Him is no Light at all; and they 
that walk in the Darkneſs, as he is in the Dark- 


nels, have Fellowſhip with him, being made Parta- 


ber of his Nature and wearing his Form. And 
certainly, if Gop be in His Nature Charity, the 
Devil is in his, nothing but inordinate 8 er, 
the fruitful Womb of Sin and Forment. To 
which whoſoever joineth himſelf, as Likewiſe to 
the Abominable 2 thereof; (namely, 
Wrath and Arrogance, 


the ſame is changed into Darkneſs and the Devil, 

and hath the vile Form of the Serpent in his Soul. 
From which there is no Deliverance, without a 
total Renovation of Nature, and a thorough Franſ- 
formation and Tranſplantation. No Man can 
— be dehvered, before he is converted —— 

kneſs to Light, from Sin to Righteoutnels, 
from the Devil to Gon. And this muſt be the 
Work of Faith alone, whereby our Hearts are pu- 
rified. For whoſoever believeth in Chri, he turn- 
eth from Sin, that is, from the to Chr:ſt. 
For even as am by Sin converted himſelf from 
God to the Devil, to it behoveth every one of us 
2 25 true R Faith, from the 
on 


> Iv! followeth n that Mari without re- 
— to God, which is Light, cannot be en- 
lizhtned. For what F ellouſhip hath Righteouſneſs 
with Unrighteouſneſs ?. Or, Light with Darkneſs? 
Darkneſs is Unrightroufnefs, but — Li is the 
true Knowledge of Feſus Crit, which can no 


ways 


nvy, and Hatred, Mahce 
and Revenge, with a numerous Train beſides} 
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ways therewith enter into Fellowſhip: So that it 
18 impoſſible that thoſe ſhould be enlightned by the 
Light of eternal Truth, who live in the Darkneſs 
of Unrighteouſneſs. To which appertaineth the 
Saying of St. Paul, When they ſhall be converted to 
the LoRD, the Veil fball be taken away; that is, 
their Darkneſs, Blindneſs, and Ignorance ſhall ceaſe, 
and Chri/t ſhall enlighten them. 


4+ Wauar thicker Miſt can cover the Minds of 
Men, than Infidelity, with the Fruits thereof; ſuch 
as Pride, Covetouſneſs, Wrath, and Luſt? There- 
fore Where theſe are, it cannot be that a Man 
ſhould truly acknowledge Chri/?; or that he ſhould 
know Him, until he give up himſelf to be ſaved 
by Him. For how ſhall he underſtand the Humi- 
lity of Chrift, whoſe Mind knoweth not himſelf 
through Pride? Or how ſhall he know the Meck- 
neſs of Chriſt, that is full of Wrath and Envy: 
But whoſoever underſtandeth not the Lowlinefs, 
and Meckneſs of Chri/?, he knoweth not Chriſt, 
but is a Stranger to Him.. For truly to know Him, 
it dehoveth thee by Faith, to have the very Heart 
and Underſtanding of Chri/t in thee, and to per- 
ceive his Meekneſs, Patience, and Humility within 
thee in thy Heart. Since as a Plant is known by 
the Tafte and Smell, ſo Chriſi the Tree of Life, 
by Taſting and by ſenſible Trial, is underſtood and 
perceived: Even. by taſting in Faith his Lowlinels 
and Humility, his Meekneſs and Patience; and by 
eating of his Fruit, that is,. of his Love and Peace, 
whereby thy Soul may find Reſt and Tranquillity, 
and be made capable more and more, of Divine 

_ Favour and Confolation. | | 
5 CHRIST is mere Love, Humility, Meck- 
nels, Patience; the which whoſoever hath not, he 
is ignorant of Chri/?, though he can finely talk of 
Him, and for a Cover ufurp His Name. After the 
ſame Manner the Word of Goo is n hs 
| pirit : 
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Opirit: Whence they who live not in the Spirit, do 
not know what the Word of Gop is, although 
they prate never ſo much of the Scriptures, and 
diſpute about them every where. In like Manner, 
it belongeth not to a Man to judge of Love, who 
exerciſeth it not; or of the Word of Gob, who 
hath not the Taſte of it in his Soul. For all Know- 
ledoe begins with Senſation and Experience. Nor 
is it his Part to diſcourſe of the Light, who never 
hath moved a Foot out of his own Darkneſs to ſee 
the Light: And what is Light in Man, but Faith 
and Charity, according to the Saying of Chrift, 
Let your Light fo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee 
your good N eri, and glorify your Father which 15 


in Heaven, 


6. Now ſeeing the moſt holy Life of Chri/?, is 
nothing but mere Love, if we draw from Him 
true Faith, Humility, Meekneſs, and Patience, ac- 
cording as He hath given us Commandment, then 
truly we are transformed into his Image, and beau- 
tied and adorned with his Love, no otherwiſe 
than if we were covered and cloathed with C 
Himſelf, who is the Eternal and True Light, ac- 
cording to that of the Apoſtle, Awake thou that 
Sepeſt, and ariſe from the Dead, and Chriſt will 
ide thee Light: It followeth, that as many as do 
not awake from the Sleep of the World, that is, 
from the Deſire of the Eyes, and of the Fleſh, and 
from the Pride of Life, their Souls cannot. truly 
be illuminated by Chri/t; and that they on the o- 
ther Side, who follow Him in Faith, are illumi- 
rated, according to that of the Goſpel, -/ am the 
Light of the World, he tubo follmueth Me (in Faith, 
Charity, Hope, Patience, Meekneſs, Humility, 
Fear of Gop, and the Life of Prayer) walleth not 
in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the Light of Life. As 
if He ſhould ſay, Only thoſe that imitate Me, haye 
the Light of Life, and the true Knowledge of _ 

7 
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By Reaſon of the ſame Faith and Life of Christ, 
it is that St. Paul calleth the Faithful by the Name 
of Light: Ye were (faith he) ſometimes Darkneſs, 
but now 5 in the Logp. And again, 17 ar, 


all the Children of Light, and the. Children of the 
Day: At are net of the Night; nor Darkneſs; having 
put an the Breaſt+plate of Faith, and Laus, and the 
Hebnet of Salvation. They that have indeed ſeen 
Chri/t, that is, have looked upon Him with the 
Eye of Faith, theſe have ſeen the Light of Heaven- 
ly Beauty, the virtue of Virtues, and the unſpot- 
ted Mirror of Righteouſneſs. Theſe have by Faith 
ſeen and han the Word of Life; and. having 
{ſeen and had this Experience, they are even-raviſh- 
ed with the Love of Chris Life, and ſo enamour'd 
with the Beauty of his Holineſs, as to ſeek above all 
Things, how they may fanctify in themſelves the 
Name of the Lok n their Righteouſneſs; He being 
made to them both Sanctification and Redemption. 
Wherefore we are admoniſhed of the Holy Ghoſt, 
always to leat unte JESUs, as both the Beginner 
and Finiſher hereof in us; reſiſting with Him even 
unto Blood, and ftriving againſt all Sin, that ſo 
He may be glorihed in us. 


7. Now. ſeeing the very Heathens had an high 
Eſteem and Veneration tor Virtue, and were ſo 
much in Love with it, as if it were the moſt ſu- 
per- excellent Beauty that the Human Nature could 
be capable of; what Eſteem and V eneration- ought 
Chriſtians to have fer it, and how much rather in 
Love ought they to be with it, ſince it is now 
made ſo exceedingly more lovely and beautiful in 
Him whom they have taken for i hr es 9 of 
their Life? And if they ſo very much d to 
ſee it who had not that Advantage we have, and 
were ſo charmed with but a little imperſect Glimpſe 
of it; how much more ought Chriſtians to eſteem 
and love it above all Things, who have it ſet be- 
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fore them in the manifeſted” Glory of the only be- 
gotten Son of Gop, by His moſt heavenly Life 
upon Earth? For if Virtue be to be loved, and 
even loved as it is in it elf, how much more, as 
it is i Fefus Chriſt ? In Him is all the Beauty of 
Virtue, and the Lovelineſs of Grace difplay'd moſt 
fully, that of His Fulneſs we may partake, and fo 
become molt beautiful in bearing ſome Part of His 
Likeneſs. Is Virtue lovely? He is mere Virtne. bs 
Truth commanding? He is mere Truth. Ia Beauty 
amiable? He is mere Beauty. In Him Righteouſ- 
neſs incarnated it felt, and all the Graces were in 
Him embodred. Theſe muſt alfo take as it were a 
Body in us; and He muſt be made our Righteouſ- 
neſs by His dwelling in us, that we may behold 
his Beauty reflected upon us, in a Converfation 
like unto His. Impoffible therefore it is for us to 
exceed in our Love and Eſteem for Virtue; ſeeing 
that Chrift is Virtue itſelf, and Love it ſelf, yea, 
Gop Himſelf. ; 


8. In Humility Chri/ liveth, and the Spirit of 
Chi is upon the Meek, and the Little Ones. 
And hence upon him that hath the meek Light, 
the Heavenly Grace abideth; the humble Life of 
Chrift dwelleth in him, the Spirit of the Lorp 
ſhall reſt upon him, and he ſhall receive of the Gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Behold the Spirit reſteth upon 
ſuch an one, even the Spirit of Wiſdom and Un- 
derſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel and Might, the 
Spirit of Knowledge and of the Fear of thè Loxp; 
even as upon Cbriſt Himſelf. For Chrift is in the 
Man in whom His Light and Life are; ſo that 
they are the ſame, he in Chrift, and brit in him. 
If any Man deſire to be ſet tree from the Blindneſs 
of his Heart, and from the inner and outer Dark- 
neſs; yea, from the Devil himſelf, who'inhabiteth 
the Darkneſs; let him imitate Chi, by walking 
in His Holy Steps. — 

a the 
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the nearer. you are to eternal Light: And the near. 
er to Unbehel vou ate, the nearer: you are to 
Darknets and to the Dori, For even as in Faith, 
Crit and all the Virtues are knit together; ſo in 
Unbelicf, the Devil and, all the Vices. | They 
| dave ſo falt together, Nena 


9. Br ROAD with me, the Apoſtles imitating 
Cori in Faith, in Contempt of the World, in 
denying themiclves, and in living for Eternity; by 
which Means they were found fit tor the heavenly 
Humination, and conſequently were ence 
and u 21125. the Holy Ghoſt. This the rich 
Young Man, would not — therefore he remain'd 
in Darkneſs, and was not entightned by Chr; ift to 
Eternal _ For he who love!h not, remanneth in th: 
Darkneſs. is truet than that he who 
is without — or Faith working by Love, 5 
without Light. Let him pretend to never ſo much 
Light or Knowledge, he is certainly in Dart ua 
aa walketh in Darkneſs without the ſerious and 
upright Exercife of Faith, without a Courle © 
Mortification amd Self- denial, without Recollection 
and the inward Sabbath df the Soul, no Man can 
receive the Divme Light. In thort, as much a 
the Works of Darknets, by the Spirit of CoD in 
any Many” are ed, ſo much is he :{/ummates, 
ani no more: And by how much more powerfully 
on the other Side Nature bears Rule, ſo 
much more of  Darkacfs is in him, and ſo much 
leſs of Grace, of Light, of Spirits of Gap, and of 
Chriff. Thereſort it remaincth fum and ttedfai, 
that without daily and conti nual Renovation, 10 


A0. He that ill not refiſt one Sin, doth giv 
an Opportunity thereby ta many. For ther 
cometh always ane Sim out of another; 20 
ſpreadeth it telf like N and bringing fort: 
. | 
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continually abundant Increaſe, fitted for Deſtruc- 
tion. When therefore a Man hath not tharou 
relifted ſo much as one Vice, but bringeth 
perpetually the ſame Sins, with Increaſe; How 
great muſt the Darkneſs of that Man'be! And as 
the Darkneſs ceuſeth not to wax greater and great- 
er, as the Sun departs farther away, ſo the farther 
we are removed {tor the Life of Ciry/h, the far- 
ther we are from the true Light; and Sin and 
Darkneſs grow ſtill thicker and thicker in us; till 
« length we are brought into an Eternal Night of 
Darkneſs: So alſo the Chriſtian Virtues, as Rings 
are linked one to another in a Gold Chain: Which 
amirable Connexion is by St. Peter exprefied 
thus: Le Diligence, by adding iu your Faith, Vire 
tur; and im your Virite, NLustuleage ; that is, add- 
ing Virtue to Faith, and Knowledge to Virtue; 
and then purſuing. in Knowledge, AZfinence; in 
Abſtinence, Patience; in Patience, Piaty; in Pie - 
ty, Brotherly Love; in Brotherly Love, Charity; 
by ſuperadding one of theſe continually to the o- 
ther. Aud if we di theſe T hings, and abound therein, 
then he tells us that we ſhall not be ford barren, nar 
without Fruit, in the Knowledge of aur Log Jeſus 
Chriſt. He that heldeth nat this Chain, is not 
linked to Chrift ; and he that exerciſeth not theſe 
Virtues, knoweth not Chrift + But he that by 
Faith, groweth in Virtue, groweth alſo in Chi. 
All others, as the Proud, Te Wrathful, the Co- 
vetous, the Impatient, grow not in Chr, but in 
the Devil. Wherefore, if we hold fait by this 
Chain, and follow the Heavenly Conduct, then 
ſhall we, (even as a Child, by little and little, 
zroweth up unto the full Stature of a Man) grow 
in Faith, and by an experimental Knowledge of 
the So of Gon in the Study of ſolid Virtue, unte 
perſea? Auen, unt the Meqſure of the Stature of the 


. 
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11. Bur, he that lacketh theſe Things is blind 
and cannot fee a far off, and hath forgotten that be 
was purged from his eld Sins. As if he ſhould fay, 
it is certain Chri/? by his Death did bear all our 
Sins; but then it is as certain, we mult beware 
that we addict not our felves to Sin hereafter ; but 
rather that, by the Death of Chriſt, we give all 
Diligence to die to the World, and to live in 
Chr; which whoſoever doth not, to this Man 
it is plain, the purging; of his i Sins can profit 
nothing; fince he hath not been diligent to make 
thereby his Calling and Election ſure. According 
to the Advice immediately joined with it: J/hore- 
fore. the rather, Bretbren, grue Diligence to make 
your Calling and Hlectſon fure ; For if ye de thije 
Things, ye ſhall never fall. Whereby it is given us 
to underſtand, how neceſlary a Thing Repentance 
is, and the thorgugh Change of Heart and Life. 
For altho' Ghri/t died for our Sins, blotting them 
cut, and aboliſhing them with the Price of his 
moſt Holy Blood, yet we do not partake. of that 
Merit, unleſs we Repent; and without this it pro- 
fiteth nothing. And howſoever every Man is pro- 
miſed Pardon for his Sins through the Merit of 
Chrif ; yet that Promiſe pertaineth not to the Un- 
believer, nor to the Impenitent, but to thoſe alone 
who, by Faith, amend their Lives; and that too, 
according to the. true Standard which is ſet them. 
For thoſe Sins ſhalt not be remitted, which a Man 
will not leave; but thoſe only which he is willing 
to-part with. A ts gf 0 


12. BuT wherever unfeign'd Converſation to, 
and Faith in Go is wrougbt in a Soul; there is 
Pardon and Divine Grace ready for her. And 
where this is, there is Chriſt alſo; without whom, 
no Grace can be obtained. Where Chi is, there 
He is accompanied with his precious Merit, and 


the Satisfaction he hath made for our Sins. Again: 
4 - where 
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where this is, there is Righteouſneſs; and with 
Righteouſneſs, Peace; and Breet Serenity of Con- 
ſcience. *Tis then, that Rrightecnſneſs and Peace 
kiſs caeb ether in ſuch an heayenly Soul. This 
Clearneſs of Conſcience is attended with the Spirit 
of Gop; which being a Spirit of Fey, will certain- 
y our forth the OI of Glagne/s, and therewith 

fe Eternal, which, is nothing but Joy and Glory 
without End. And this 18 that eternal Light of 
cternal Life, that eternally triumphant Joy, wherc- 
with thoſe are crowned only that live in Chi, 
and do the Works of a daily Repentance; this be- 
ing the Beginning of a Spiritual Life, as the Death 
of . is the Foundation whereo it is to be raiſ- 
ned. On the contrary, Where there is no Repen- 
tance, there is no Pardon of Sin: Where there is 
no inward Remorſe and eng Sorrow, there 
no Grace can take Place; Where this is wanting, 
there Cb Himſelf is wanting, with the whole 
Fxtent of His Merits and Satisfaction, let the 
Pretentions of the fa/ſe Chriftian be ever fo fair 
and ſpecious. Where this Satisfaction is not 
throughly applied to the Soul, there is no Righte- 
our neither, and conſequenthy no Peace, no 
good Conſcience, no Comfort, no Holy Ghoſt, 
no Gladntſs of Heart, no Calmneſ of Mind; laſt- 
ly, no Life Eternal, but Death, Hell, Condem- 
nation, and everlaſting Darknek, 
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CHAP. XIV. 


The Purity of Doctrine, is to be defended, 
not ſo much-by Diſputation, as by true 
Refentance and an Hil 'y Life, 


HE Purity of Doctrine, and the Verity of 
Chriſtian. Faith, muſt be defended againg 

Sects and Hereſics; aſter the Example of the 

Holy Prophets, who preached againſt Falfe Pro- 
phets in the Old Teſtament ; after the Example of 
the Son of Gop, who diſputcd vehemently againſt 
the Phariſees and Scribes ; aſter the Example of St. 
John the Evangeliſt, who wrote his Goſpel againſt 
Ebion and Gerintbus, and the Apecalypſe againſt the 
Falſe Church of the N:z1aite:s and others; after 
the Example of St. Paul, who defended mot 
ſtrongly the Doctrine of * "Juſtification by Faith, 
of uy + Works, of the + Reſurrection of the 
of Chriſtian Liberty, and of ſuch like, 

api Aalſe Apoſtles ; after the Example of the 
Fathers of the Primitive Church, who wrote 
irongly againſt the: Pagan Superſtitions, and the 
Hereticks of thoſe Times And laſtly, by the 
Example of Martin Luther, by whoſe Writings 
the Papacy and other Hereſies, were much weak- 
All ehis is as clear as the Noon-Day. And 
—— it is requiſite; both to preach, write, and 
diſpute; that ſo the Purity of Doctrine, may be 
made manifeſt, according to the Apoſtle, who will 
have G Bjbop to be pow ful to exhort in Der- 


1 


5 ni. 21. + Cor. ix. 8. 
12 Gr. el. v. 1. 


that 
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that is Seand, and to. hold faſt the faithful rd 
az he hath been taught, that by it he may argue 
with theſe that contraditt,.1oas to CORVINCE the Gain- 


ſayers. 


2. Bur although this be in it ſelf; both lawful 
and laudable, yet it is fo fallen out that amongſt all 
the Diſputations and Sermons. of Controverhes, + 
and the Infinite Heaps of Writing and Counter- 
writing at this Day, the Memory of the Chriſtian 
Life, of true Repentance, Devotion, and Charity, 
are in a. Manner aboliſhed; no otherwiſe than if 
tie Sum and Subſtance of Chriſtian Religion di 
confift in Diſputation, and Controverſy, and n 
in che Practice of the Goſpel, and in true Chriſtian 
Eden Ne e 
3. I. Ix we. behold the Examples of the Holy 
Prophets and Apoſtles, as alſo of the Son of Gap, 
it is manifeſt they did not only diſpute againſt falſe 
Prophets and, Apoſtles, and alſo againſt the Super- 
ſtitions and Abominations of the Fes and Cen- 
tiles, but did with no lefs Fervency exhort all to 
Repentance, and to à Chriſtian and Holy Liſe; 
and ſhe that Impiety is the Cauſe why Gop uſeth 
to take his Word away from us. Thus Chi 
Himſelf faith, Vall in the Light,” whilſt you” have 
it, left the Darkneſs overtake you. For What is it 
_ to. inutate Chri/t, who is the Light? Or what to 
be avertaken with Darkneſs, but to loſe the Purity 
of the Goſpel? Whence it appears, that none can 
without true Repentance and an holy-Life, enjoy 
the Light; foraſmuch as the Holy Ghoſt, which is 
the true Enlightner of our Hearts, fleeing the Un- 
godly, chuſeth holy Souls only, to make of them 
riends and Prophets of GOD. For. the Beginning 
hereof is the Fear of Gop: And who then doubt- 
eth Impiety to be the Beginning of Folly, Igno- 
rance and Blindneſs? A 1 
| | 4 II. Mor E- | 
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4. II. Mortove, the true Knowledpe cf 
Ci, and his pure Doctrine, with the Profeſfion 
thereof, doth not conſiſt in Words only, but in 
Deed and an holy Life, according to that which i; 
written, They confeſs they kngw Gon, but in I eri: 
they deny Him. And again, They have the Form ef 
Gadhirefs, but deny the Power theresf. Whereby it 
is given us to underſtand, that Chri/t (and bis 
Word) is denied by a wicked Life, as well as by 
Words; and that he hath not the true Knowledge 
of Ci, who puts it not into Practice. Far he 
that never feels or taſtes the Humility, the Meek. 
neſs, the Patience and the Love of Cbriſt, in his 
own Heart, knows not Chriſt, and therefore where 
Neceffity requires, ſuch an- one cannot confch 
Chri/?. Becauſe to confeſs and preach only the 
Dactrine of G is to divide Chr, and to maim 
Him, if you do not alfo profeſs and preach His 
Life. Now what is Doctrine without Life, but 
a Tree without Fruit? Or how ſhould he follow 
the Doctrine of Chri/f, who imitateth not his Life? 
For the Sum and Subſtance of the Doctrine of J. 
ſus Chrift is Charity from g pure Heart, with a gend 
Canſcience and an wunfeigned Faith. But we Fre, 
alas! in that Age wherein there is 2 great Numbcr 
of Perſons, whom if you hear difputing of the 
Doctrines of. the Chriſtian Religion, you would 
think to be Men of great Worth: But if you be- 
hold them narrowly, and touch them nearly, you 
will find them full of Pride, Envy, and Covetouſ- 
neſs: Of whom therefore we muſt beware, Ob- 
ſerve what St. Paul faith; he doth not raſhly join 
Leue and Faith : But upon his own moſt deep Ex- 
perience, chargeth his ſpiritual Son to hold faſt the 
Form of found Words, in Faith and Love whit 
is in Chriſt Jeſus, 


S8. III. Ard although we cannot arrogate to odr 
own Piety, to be the Price, or meritir ions 9 
, f : 0 
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of our Happineſs, knowing with St. Peter, that we 
are kept by the Power of Gor thro” Faith to Salt 
tian; 775 we muſt profeſs this, that by an Autichri- 
ian Lie, the Spirit of Gon "will ſurely avoid us 
with all his Gift 8. It followeth, that without a 
holy Life, Purity of Doctrine cannot be preſerved, 
that the Wicked who will not imitate Chriſi, 
are not likely to be enlightned with the true Light. 
On the contrary, thoſe that Walk in the Light, 
that is, who eee in the bleſſed 2 of 
Cbriſi, are drenched in the true Light, which is 
Chr:ft, and divinely preſerved from all hurtful Er- 
rors. Therefore it is moſt true, which a holy 
Writer faith, $9 fon as a Man dedicateth and yield 
th himfelf up ta Gop, and denieth his 'own Will 
and Flab, then imwiediately the Spirit off GOD dath 
begin to illuminate him, and ti endow him "with true 
ond felid Knowledre; becauſe this Man dath celebrate 
the true Sabbath of the Heart, refting from all ſin- 
11 Coneupiſcences, and from his vxun 1 Ml and i: orks. 


6: IV. Nor without Cauſe, Gith the d 
then, I am the Ma, tht Truth, andthe Le; cal- 
ling "Hinrſelf firſt the Wiy, as who ſheweth the 
Way unto us. But how? not only in his. Doc- 
trine, but alfo in his moſt Holy Liſe. Which 
Life of our Blefled Lok p, was a living Faith 
working by Love, and exerciſing Hope, Patience, 
Meeknch, — Prayer, and the Fear of the 
Lon b; and in a Word, a true and perfect Con- 
verſion, of the Heart to Gop, whereby the Soul 
is drawn to the Truth; and to the Life; 2 where- 
in the whole of Chriſtianity doth conſiſt, and all 
Books are comprized, and which is the Summary 
ot all the Commandments; the True and Royal 
Way to Life and Truth, the Book of Life,” in the 
revolving and perfect Learning whereof, we ought. 
to ſpend all our Life. This is that ffrarght Hay, 
that narroto Gate which few d find: This is the 
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Book of Life which almoſt none do read, although 
in it all Things are contained which a Chriſtian 
eight to know: So. that we ſhall need no other 
Book to our Eternal Salvation: Which is the Rea- 
don why alſo the Holy Scripture is contained in a 
very few and ſmall Books, that it might hereby 
appear, that Chriſtianity did not conſiſt in the 
Multhude of Commmentarics aud great Volumrs, 
but in a living Faith, and in the Imitation of 
ritt, ing to that of che Wiſeman, T here 
ts n Exd of making many Books; and much Study i; 
Wearmeſs of the Flaſb. Wherefore let ns hear the 
End of the whole Matter: Fear Gon and keep bis 


7. V. MorEoveRr, in the Parable it is told us, 
that the Devil, when Men ave „ cameth and 
foweth T ares among the Wheat. Which teacheth us, 
neglect Repentance, and ſleep on 
in Sinz then doth the Devil fprinkle his Seed of 
falſe Doctrinz in the Field of Pride; whence do 
ariſe ſo many Sects and Hereſies. Whereupon St. 
Paul faith, thou that fleepe/?, and Chriſt. hi 
ue thee Light, He being willing to ſhew, that no 
an can be Dirinely entghtncd, who hath not 
ſhaken from his Eyes the Sleep of Sin, according 
to that Admonition of St. Peter, Repent and re. 
ceive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. e 


8. VE Tur only 
which worketh by Love; by which a Man is made 
a New Creature; by which he is united with Gon, 
by which C liveth in him; by which the Holy 
Ghoſt dwelleth and worketh in him; by which tlie 
Kingdom of Gop is eftablifhed in him; and by 
which, Jlaſthy, - h the Holy Ghoſt purging 
and enlightening him, the Purification and Ilumi- 
nation of the Heart is begun, carried on, and per- 
ſectod. Lo which do belong many golden Ora- 


cles 


is the true Chriſtian Faith, 
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cles of the Holy Scripture, ſuch as that in particu · 
hr; r that is janed inte the Lok p, is ent Spirit. 
And what is it to have the Spirit of Chriſt, One 
Spirit with Him, but to have the fame Mind and 
Underſtanding, and the fame Heart and Will? 
Which — regs 88 rot mane 
nothing elte but a New, , Heavenly, 

Life ot Chat in us. Oracle of Truth, 
is thisz” if any Man — he is a New Cree» 
ture; Where tbe in Chriſt, is not to Belicve 
in Him, but to Live in Him. Alſo, I will betroth 
thee ume Me for ever; in Faith Twill ꝗpciſſe thee to 
Me. Which indeed nothing elie but that a 
Man wholly and ſpiritually is to be united to i 
ſo that where Faith is, there is Chrift; where 
(brit is, there his Lite is in Man; where the Life 
of Chriſt is, there is Love; where Love is, there 
is God Hunſclf, foratfmuch. as God 75 Love; and 


oy CHAP. XV. 
Rules for leading a e. 2 TR 
„„ 
» Tru. i; 1 Bp 7 


ici thy Je into Godlineſi; me is 
fitable unto 75 Things ; ; 2557 the Promufe of . 
Life that now ig, aud of that which is 10 come. 


N this Admonitioh of the Apoſtle, there is con- 
tained a brief Deſcription of the Chriſtian Life. 
By which we are taught, that a Chraſtian-aught 
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little or nothing; but to exerci fe e himſelf in the nob- 
leſt and moſt profitable Study, which is that of 
true Chriſtian Piety. For a Chriftian is one that 
is exerciſed unto Geitlineſs, aſter the Image of Hin 
whom he ſerveth; and who is one inwardly and in 
Spirit, not Qutwargly, and in Shew. For Bedi 
Exerciſe, or Diſcipline, and Exterior Acts of Re- 
ligion, can profit but little; and ſometimes may 
hurt, where. the Spirit and Life are overlook'd, z: 
too — 4s they are. Wherefore it Behoveth 
us highly to en hereunto, and to ſpend our 
whole Tings | in the Study of an Interior and God- 
ly Lite, earneſtly purſuing aſter Piety, — 
to the Charge here given; which is a mpendium 
of all Chriſtian Virtues: And that, firſt, becauſc it 
is profitable for all Things, and in all Things; in al 
our Words and Deeds, bleſſing them and ſanctify- 
ing them: And next, becauſe the moſt gracious 
Go doth reward it both in this Life, and in the 
Life to come. And for our Encouragement is 
this Exerciſe, let us endeavour to keep in — 


brance thele following Rules: 


I. Ir thou canſt not live fo Holily and Parton 
as the Word of Gop commandeth thee, and as 
thy Heart, moved by the Holy Ghoſt, glad! y 
would; nevertheleſs —— — not: If thou can 
not do what thou wiſheſt” to do, yet thou muſt 
never ceaſe to with ardently for it. For after this 
Manner the Holy Deſires of the Saints have been 
always acceptable to Gon. Theſe Gop alloweth, 

and approveth ; becauſe He is the Reſpecter of the 
Hearts, -not of the Works. 4 


w2 53g 8 


IL. Is all Things thou either thinkeſt or  doekt, 
be diligent to preſerve thine Heart pure, and ſet a 
Watch over it, leſt thou be defiled with proud 
Thoughts, or evil Imaginations. For the Deſire 
of the Fleſh is the Door of the Devil. Therefore 


have 
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have an eſpecial Care of this one Thing, bie hy, 
to crucify thy Fleſh, and not ſuffer it to | Going er 
over the Spirit. Sec that thy Heart bg clean,,, and 
n, 2 unclean do enter into it to pollute it. 
of Pride, Sclfithneſs, and Wrath, and ſuch 

like ke Deviliſh O ions in the Soul: F oraſmuch 
as by theſe the Heart of Man is ſet open to the 
Devil, and ſhut up from Gop. Ph 


III. Stn Gun avoid with all Diligence, the Cate 
and Sorrow of this World. Be not follicitous for 
that which periſheth ; but for that which endureth 
for ever. Becauſe as M erlaly Sorrow eth 
Death; ſo Godly Sorrow be ctteth WH 7. pr a 
Man ought to bear the Loſs of no Goods, 
ſo heavily as the Lofs of the Ward bſtance. 
By Avarice, Envy, or overmuch Care of a Fami- 
ly, ſee that thou forget not this main Care: But 
embrace thou the Work of Patience, and lay hold 
on that blefſed Mourning, which procceds from 
the Meditation of thy Sins, and of — Puniſh · 
ments, and thereby works a ſtable 17 4" HG 
Soul, "m__ a ſolid Peace and Joy i in Gop. TTY 


TV. Hors fun to the Crobs, "a 146 7 as thou 
art directed. If thou eanſt not bear thy Cross with 
ſuch Chearfulneſs as many of the Saints have done, 
at leaſt — 4 = the Hand of A NI 
ence and ility, acquieſel his Divine 
and Pleaſure, 12 850 Wil at wh | 
ſure, is alwitys Good: Neither $ 
other Thing chan thy Salvatio Pit ha 
Gop thalll 11 bis Wild nor g 
ther thou Poor or Nice 503 | * 
or Excellent, let this al Be in 
Thus it hath ſeem'd 
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thou, if that He carry all Things according ta hiy 
Will and thy Salvation; whatever thy own. filly 
Heart may dictate to the contrary. For all. th 
Works of Gop are good; and nothing is more ſure 
and certain than that ther Lok D is, J in all Hi; 
ſYays, and Hei in all His Works. Hence, fu 
better, it is, that Gon, who doth always Good, 
and who can never. ſwerve from has on End, 
which is perfect Goodneſs, ſhould in thee do al 
His Will, and thou willingly fubmit to the ſame; 
than that thou who. art by 5 apes always 1nclina- 
ble to Evil, and canſt of thy ſelf do nothing that 
is Good, ſhouldſt do and follow thine own Will 


PA -4 | l Wo , 

V..REcE1v 8. the Divine Conſolations, with 
humble Thankfulneſs, taking Heed that thou be 

not therewith exalted. And if thou art not viſited 

with Joy and Comfort, then know for a Certaint; 

that the Mortihcation of the Fleſh, will be of more 

Profit to thee, than Jay in the Spirit. | For by 
Reaſon of great ſpiritual Conſolations many fa 

into ſpiritual Pride. But the LoxD knows who 

are fit to be led in a pleaſant Way, and who. in a 

itony Path. Think it always belt for thee to ar- 

rive at Life by that Way, which the Divine Wil 

dom hath choſen for . thee; however different it 

may be from thine own Opinion, or the Deviſing 
of thine own, Heart. Remember that Sorrow 

hetter than Laughter: For, by it the Heart is mad: 
better; And forget not his Admonition who tel 

thee, That the Heart of the Wife will be iu fl. 

Houſe of Mourning ; but the Heart of Fools in thi 

VI. Mars. an Offering to Gop of all thu 

haſt; and dedicate to. Him all that is in thy Power 
And if thou canſt not bring great Offerings of Pe 
votion, Prayer and Thankigaving, offer at lcaſt te 
Him that Which thou haſt. The Will and Debi: 
65 9 j 
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is an acceptable Sacrifice to God, for the Sake of 
his beloved Son. He requires nothing of thee, 
but that his Grace may work in thee: Nor canſt 
thou return him more than He hath firſt conferr'd 
on thee. .In the mean Time deſire thou of the 
Loxp Feſus, with humble and fincere Prayer; 
that He would graciouſly fupply thy Sacrifices with 
his own moſt perfect Bacrifice. He, . and 
He only, is the Perfection of thy Religious Ser- 
vice. Thing, on the contrary, even all that is of 
thine own, is moſt lame and impetfect. Say there 
fore in Faith: „O my Gop and my Father, let 
« my Devotion and Dedication of my ſelf unto 
„ Thee, be accepted by Thee; let all my Acts of 
Faith, and Hope, and Love, be received up 
&« before Thee as ſweet Incenſe; let all my Pray - 
«ers and Praifes and Thankſgivings aſcend up 
before Thine Heayenly Altar, ml bo acceptable 
« in Thy Sight: Graciouſly behold them all in 
« Thy beloyed Son, and eſteem them not for their 
« own Worth, but for che Merit of His All-ſuffi- 
« cient Sacrifice. O lock upon that, and upon all 
« that He wrought for me in the Fleſh: And it 
cannot be but that His moſt perfect Works 
* ſhould be pleaſing to Thee, and mine alſo for 
„the Sake of them. For He, O Gon, ſhall 
« abundantly ſupply whatfoever' is wanting in 
* me.” And thus how im ſoever 
and Thnkiiving mar be here — —— 
28 fur the Merit of Chrii, the greateſt Weight 
of Glory and Heavenly Dignit r: 
| 1. N 4 +. ad 4 \ »44© | 
ings, provoke thee;. take them as Trials of thy 
Heart, whereby Gop deifigns to prove ther, that 
He may make appear what is in thee, and what 
1oth he hid in the Secret of thy Mind. If thine 
Heart be indeed indued with Meeknels and Low- 
lies, thou wilt eaſily bear all Contempts and In- 
TO juries. 
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juries: Nay, ; Whatſoever ſhall happen, thou wilt, 
«ter the Example of Datud, when he was revilel 
dy Shimer, accept it as a Divine Puniſhment for 
dy Deſerts {ving, „ Gop hath commanded, or 
im bis Providence wiſely ordered, ſuch or ſuch 
* a 0ne7t0!irevue me, and thus deſpitetully uſe 
«me: And-I will take it as from the Hand cf 
„God, againſt whom I have finned.” More- 
over, thou muit- think the Contempt, which thou 
endureſt tron Men, to be'a Part of the Reproach 
of Fe/us Chriſt; Which a Livin, Member of Him 
ought to be a Partaker of, according to that Warn- 
ing-of the Holy Ghoſt, Let us bs fort therefert 
unto Him, leuriag bis Repranch, Let us go to 
Cr, bearing our Infumities and Crolles. not 
being ummindtul with. what Lowlineſs of Mind 
He did for our Sake bear his .Reproach ; that for 
Him thou in like: Manner mayeſt bear thine. Say 
not thou, Shall [- ſuffer theſe 'T hings from him, er 
her f If thou wouldeſt be his Diſciple, all Things 
muſt be moderately; born by thee, cven as He bore 
all that was contrary to Fleſh and Blood. And 
furthermore, thou art to conſider, that his Mer 
towards all that ſuffer Reproach for his Sake, is ſo 
great, that He is ready to reward one Reproach 
that an innocent Perſon doth ſuffer, oh” many 
oodly Gifts and Favours. Thus David knew in 
en; when he received the Revilings of Sh:me!, 
that this was a Pledge of Honour to come: Where- 
fore he ſaid, The LokD. hath bidden him: It 
be that the Loxp will requite me Gaod for his Cur 
ing this Day. Let not then the Calumnies of the 
Warld diſturb Thee; but rather rejoice thou, in 
that the Glory of Gov's Spirit doth reſt upon 
What is — vile by the World; remem- 
bring the Words of the Apoftle Peter, I ye be re- 
preached for the Name of Chriſt, happy are ye; ſir 
Sho er of Ghry ** 7 as „ 1 * 05 
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Part He 4s glorified, 1 Fer- IV. 44. 


VIII. STUDY to overcome thine Enemies, and 
them that ſpeak Evil of thee, and perfecute thee, 
with Benefits and Kindneſs. Exerciſe thy ſelf in 
pacifying an Adyerſary and à bitter r, with 
(zentleneſs and 4 conquer him with 
Goodneſs, and Generoſity; not with Wrath, or 
Revenge, or returning Exil for Evil. As one De- 
vil doth not drive out another, ſo one Evil never 
driveth away. another Eyil. A Man that is wounc- 
ed, and is afflicted with many Sores and Bruiſes, is 
not to be heaPd with Ley And if he be ſo mad 
as to beat and cut himſelf, he is to be pitied and 
taken Care of; and not treated in the Way, in 
which he treats either himſelſ or others. So in like 
Manner, if a Perſom be evil affected towands you, 
and in his frantick Humour treat you barbaroully 
both hy Fw and Decd; he is neverthelels to be 

Hl wide with Leuity, and not with Cruel - 
1 2 by and gentle Means to be pacified. 
nce this is that very Method which v Him- 
elf takes to overcome us by: 80 our 
Malice with his Goodnefs, and out Wrath with 
his Love. And St. Paul hath recommended the 
lame Art unto us, ad . net ,I. of 
* but overcome Evil wit rafter tung 


2 28 
„IX. Ware 2h Ae en 405 ASA 
bour Which Gop has adorn'd n Srih, befare 
and above thee, and others, take thou Heed not 
to enyy at this in him; but rejoice and give God 
Thanks for it. On the contrary, if thou perceiv- 
cſt any Miſery in thy Neigubour, lament it even 
as if A were thine den ; us confidering that the 
Condition of all Men is equal; and alike ſubject to 
Evil; and that the Weakneb of all Fleſh 1 the 
Ame, without the Grace and Power of Gon. 
Bb 3 Chriſt 
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_ hath ſet thee an Example: And he that hath 
no Compaſſion on his Neighbour, let him pretend 
_ whatever he will, he is no Member of Cbriſt. For 
He looked upon our State as his own; and by 
bearing the Infirmities of our Nature, deliver 
us from all our Enemies, and all our Miſeries. To 
which appertains that of St. Paal, Bear ye one 
another's Burthens, and ſo fulfill the Law of Chriſt, 
even that Law of Love and Mereifulneſs which 
He impoſed on Himſelf to fulfill towards us. 


X. Tarnk all Men frail, but hene more frail 
than thyſelf: For before Gop all Men are of equal 
Condition; foraſmuch as we have. all-finned, nei- 
ther have we any Thing of Which we may boaſt 
before Go D. How great ſoever à Sinner then 
thy Neighbour be, believe not that thou art any 
better before Go. Remember this War ning: 
TLet him that ſlandeth, take Feed "tet he fall. Thou 
eanſt never be too low in thine on Eyes. He 
that makes himfelf the loweſt of all Men, keeps 
the Grace of Gon. And certain it is thou no lefs 
ſtandeſt in Need of the Mercy of Gop, than the 
very greateſt Sinner. Wherefore bleſſed Paul ac- 


wore io PSS. K 
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counted himſelf as the Chief af Sime; and ſays, 
that for this Cauſe he obtained Mercy, that in Him 
Gh might ſhew- forth all Long-fuffering. And 
with this agrees what heelſewheredeclarcs, ſay ing 
As far, myſelf. I. will. glory in nothing but my Ju- 
— firmatees, that ſo the Peter ꝙ Chriſt may reſt ufo 
., I Cor. xi. gr) nt 1” 1 | 
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Ihe Cuncliſion of the Fixsr Book. 
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-A FrTEr having treated ſo copiouſiy concern- 
[7 ing the Extirpation of the Diabolical Image 
in Man, by Faith and Repentance, in order 
to the Reſtoration of the Divine Image; and ſhewn 
wherein the Chriſtian Religion doth properly con- 
fiſt, and how it is to be diſtinguiſhed from the 
Counterfeit of it: It only remains that I admoniſh 
thee, O Chriſtian; eſpecially of one or two Things. 
And theſe, I. is, Why I have ſo largely treated up- 
on the Nature of True Repentance. - And, 2. Why 
I have ſpoken -of the Divine Gifts'and Graces in 
— a Manner, as to put them out of Man's 


2. I. In this Book throughout, the true Nature 
of Repentance is fully and ſundamentally ſet forth, 
together with the ſeveral Fruzts thereof; and is fo 
plainly deſcribed, that every one that hath Eyes 
may ſee, and underſtand, and be converted, by 
85755 Hold on the Grace of our Lonp 5 
brit. I have been purpoſely ſo captions, in I reat- 
ing of this main Point, not without ſundry Cauſes 
and Motives. n vn ond 


3. For, Firſt, it is the Beginning and Founda- 
tion of Frue Chriſtianity, or of an Holy Life, and 
Walking with Chrift: I ſay Repentance is the 
Foundation f True Chriſtianity, and is, through 
Faith and „the Beginning of ee 
th | y 
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Secondly, There is no true Conſolation can ever 
de felt of Man, unleſs firſt he underſtand the Na- 
ture of that Original Depravation which is in him, 
and which can never be ſufficiently deplored by 
him; and unleſs he be made to Jiſrn the Fruits 
thereof, and what kind od horrible, peſtilent, and 
diabolical a Poiſon it is, and what a Seed of all 
Evil. Wherefore when, we have read all we can, 
in vain will be all the Books of Spiritual Conſo- 
lation, if we be not firſt well acquainted with our 
own Miſeries and Infirmities,” and the terrible Cor- 
ruption that is in our Nature. For the Nature of 
Man, 4 in this fallen Stato, always ſeeks to flatter it 
ſef; looking more for - Comfort. than for Cure, 
and is for palliating the Wound, that needs to be 
fearched into. hereas no-Cure can be 

without a deep and thorough Search; nor any ſo- 
ied „ N | 


"ſe" ' Stxex mee the Kno + of thine 
own Comuption is fo abſolutely! nocei PR 
that this, av prepa to ure, 
ſhould be maſt clearly ſet en Eyes. And 
ſince not is here more eaſy for thee to fall in- 
to, and nothing more dangerous than & Hut- 
tory; it ves highly requiſite to undeceive thee in 
this Mattet, and — ſenhible of thy 
Bader a Diſeaſe which has run in the Blood af 
thy Anteſtors from the Pang and . which of 
thy oven Folly has been — 2 . 
And verily there is no worte Sy 
pomp" Ajron-Pragt mg ap rag Sree 
fancy himſelf well; nor any Thing «more perni- 
cious,' than for thee to be perſwaded of the Health 
of ay Mine, may + labours under the ge- 
| upon it; . ſo chene is Ba 


— for thee? Which otherwiſe might have been 


obtain d with no great — by an carneſt Ap 
plica- 


e ©Q » M ky 
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plication to the great Phyſician, who freely offers 
thee his Aſſiſtance, and is both willing and able to 
heal thee, if thou wilt but come unto Him, and 
open thy Caſe. Which if thou refuſeſt to do, there 
is then no Hope of Cure. Flatter not then thy ſelf, 
but take the Bitters which are proſcribed for thy 
Good: And be not earneſt for Conſolation, but 
rather for Purification, how ſharp ſoever this may 
be. There is no Health to be expected by any 
other Method than this, nor true Comfort to the 
Soul without this Health obtain! Cd 


N N enn. e 
5. Tur Proceſs is here ſet before thee at large. 

But take Heed that thy Heart deceive: thee not, 
and tell thee that thou art in à better State than 
really thou art. This is the ordinary Reaſoning of 
corrupt Nature; and the Men of the World are 
2 carry'd away with it. But to this the 

ning of the Holy Scripture, the whole Te- 
nor of God's Revelation, is juſt contrary: Which 
is, that a Medicine is to be prepared ſor the Sick, 
not for the Sound: According to that Saying of 
our Lox p, They that be I hole need nat A Phyſician, 
but they that be Sick, © So then Chrift, the true Phy- 
ſician, and the Phyſick which He has prepar d 
thee, and the Cordial of Conſolation that is to fol- 
low upon it, can be of no Uſe: to thee, without 
owning thy Diſeaſe. This is the Beginning oi 
true Repentance, which brings forth, in the Lad; 
ſolid Comfort, that will never decrive thee. Be 
thou adviſed; and let no Man deceive thee, as if 
this Treatiſe were too ſevere. There is no other 
Way to the Immortal Crown, but thro' the Cxoſaß 
nor to the River of Pleaſures, which is at Gop's 
Right Hand, but through the Valley of Tears, and 
the Shadow of Death. Lo! this is the Way to 
Life, follow thou it. Lay up in thine Heart what 
thou readeſt, and forget not to bring it ſorth in 
thy Life, che Grace of thy Heavenly Father aſſiſt- 
ing thee. 6. Lor 
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6. LET no Man, therefore, divert thee from 
ſecuting the Method here laid down ; let ng 

lan perſwade thee, that the Way to Heaven is 

broader than I have deſcribed it for thee ; let no 

Man, entice thee to fling this Book away, becauſe 

it flatters not the corrupt Taſte of Nature, 

Matter not the fooliſh Judgment which may be 

paſſed by any upon theſe Elements of True Chriſti. 

anity; they are moſt unſavoury to the 
natural Man, and therefore doubtleſs will be 

_ condemned. This thou mayeſt be ſatisfy'd 

Therefore regard not thou what the Men of 
the World, or the outward and formal Chriſtians 
exckum : For, however they may be conceited of 
their own Wiſdom, they are in Truth, the moſt 
ignorant of Men; while they have no Knowledge 
of the Wretchedneß and Corruption of their own 

Nature, or of what Adam and Chrift are, or how 

Adam muſt die in them, or Cbriſt is to live in 

them. Be not thou infatuated to liſten to the 

Voice of the falſe and deceitful Wiſdom, the Wiſ⸗ 

dom of this World. Blind they are indeed, re- 

fuſing to walk in the Light, becauſe it diſcovers to 
them their own Miſery and Darkneſs. And who- 
ſoever diſdains this "Notice, tis certain that he 
has his Mind muddled with the Darkneſs of Ig- 
norance : Neither doth he underſtand what Re- 
pentance is, or Faith, or the New-Birth, or Mor- 
tification, and in what Points the whole Courſe of 

Living and real. Chriſtianity is. contained. And 

this is the 2 why I habe been fo. Eft 

in treating on True e and the 

and Fruits 15 thereof. 


7. U. Tax ge Thing t EOF 
thee is, That above all 'Thiags thou be mindful, 
to 5 Heart from all Sprritus! Pride ; fot 
which End thou ſhalt find herein the once of 
Gon and che Gitts of His Spirit mentioned in 3 

a Man- 
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n 
0 
s 
0 
: 
; 


rue n. 291 


2 Manner, as to preſerve thee from preſuming on 
thine own Strength. Wherefore, after Gop ſhall 
begin, by his Grace, to work in thee Spiritual 
Gifts, new Habits, new Senſations, and new 
Knowledge; fce that thou aſcribe none of theſe 
to thine own. Power,. or Wildom ; but wholly to 
the Power and Wiſdom of God, and to the Grace 
of our LonD Jeſus Chrift, For while thou aſ- 
cribeſt ought to thyſelf, thou robbeſt Gop of his 
Glory, and makeſt the Sue of Chr: "I of no 
Effect. 


8. Wurnkronk beware thou of the Devil's 
Devices, and give not Place to him fo much as for 
2 Moment. "The more thou haſt received of the 
Heavenly Gift, beware the more thou abuſe it not 
to thine own Honour, but offer up all again to 
the Great Author thereof ;. aſcribing to Him alone, 
after the Imitation of the Heavenly Hoſts, all the 
Glory, and Honour, and Power. It is fure, that 
all whatſoever Gop. doth is pere, and his Righ- 
teoulneſs.in the Soul is the perfect Thing And tis 
as ſure, that all that thou delt is imperfect, lame, 
and defeQive. Let nothing therefore that is Good, 
be ever aſcribed to thyſelf, but let all thou doſt be 
done in the humble Fear of Gop, and fail not to 
render to Cop that which is God's, and to thyſelf 
that which is thine; that is, all Gze4 to Gon, but 
all Euil to thyſelf.. Neither let the Tempter de- 
ccive thee, by carrying thee as, it were thro" the 
Air, and ſetting thee upon the Pinnacle We rev) 
Temple: Nor be thou tempted to ſa 
Heart, „I have now a mighty Faith; — i 
vent Charity; I have cat Knowhedye; F have 

great Gifts, I thank above tais. or the 
other Perſon.” Be not. deceived; for I 
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9. Fon 1. none of theſe are thine, but they are 
Gop's; without whoſe Illumination thou art blind 
to all Divine Things, and without whoſe All- 
22 Power thou art but a dead ſtinking 
Lump of Earth. Theſe Gifts are no more thine, 
than the Light and Heat of the Sun are the Earth's 
which is penetrated by them. Thou art at beſt, 
but the Caſket to hold. the Treaſure: And no more 
doth the Glory of theſe belong to thee, than the 
Luſtre of a Jewel or precious Stone doth belong to 
the Box in which it is kept. So when Gop placeth 
in thee his Jewels, then thou ſhineſt with the Luſ- 
tre thereof, and art made all glariaus within: But 
when He taketh away his precious Gifts, then art 
thou truly canpty and void. And. is it not a great 
Dotage, to boaſt thy ſelf of the Goods of another, 
which are but laid up in thee? 2. Thou art to 
conſider, that even as the Lord ofa Treaſure, may 
remove it hither or thither, according as he pleaſes: 
50 Gop may depolite his heavenly. Treaſure in 
thee, and take it from thee again, as he fees it 
convenient. Whom therefore thou oughteſt to 
fear with holy Reverence, and. with all Diligence 
to keep thy ſelf from Spiritual Pride; which will 
be the inevitable Loſs of the Celeſtial Jewels which 
are given to thee in Truſt. 3. Moreover, thou 
art to think, that Almighty Gop will require of 
_ thee an exact Account of all that which he ſhall 

entruſt to thy Care. Wherefore be not thou liſted 
up for what thou haft, but rather bow down thy 
ſelf before the Almighty, and remember always, 
the more thou haſt received of Gop, the more 
will He require of thee. . 4. Thou art not to think 
that thou haſt All the Gifts which may be given 
thee, hadſt thou even the greateſt that were ever 
given to any of the Saints. Be they never ſo great 
and high, they are yet but the r 
there is 2 great Deal, an exceeding great Deal, ſtill 
wanting of being full : Much, much is 775 

e 


SS was  =-,,32 


Theſe are but the Fir rftl-Fruts, 4 Furthermore, 
it is thy Part to — and underſtand; that there 
are none of theſe Gifts to be either obtalned or 


reſerved hut by Prayer. For every and per 
95 Gift Jefcvinderh { from Gov by de iel ce of 


it: and without it, whatfoever they be that thou 
Haft, they are but dead Sceds, bearing no Fruits, 


but withering away. 


A PRAYER. 


Lwicnty Gop, afe, dase Thee, h 
ta enlighten the 3 of my Mind, that 1 
ys x oplor able Fall in Adam, 
where by Fram d Ll rr rem”T ie, the _— 2 
Light, walking, a 17 1 Darkneſs.” 
Thy Nr, O Lorp, blainly declayeth, that my — 
derſtanding is dur bc i, not having the Light of Lifes 
that my Reaſon is #beltious, ond fill apt te thavart 
the Heavenly DoJate of Thy Ward; that my Will 
35 oppoſite to the Drutwings e Thy moſt holy Wl, and 
witerly impatient of | Thy % It-prowmumeath the 
Mind of Marr i this prifent State, to be Vanity, bis 
Converſation Folly, his Heart bardcxed, bis Life 
alienated from the Life of Gon, his Conſcience 
overwhelmed mwith the | Load of: Si, his in Eye 


th/ad againfl Thy Light, his Ear . the og 


is #: (por . Voiee. his 
biz Tongue uſed to Neeoit, bis Mouth. fol 
a avid Be terns. Reer, Thou yt 


7 me, by Thy Late, — doc 
ber der 4 in the Love of the Wer, * 
wirdred for from the Way of Perce, dieb they 
de net brows : * iſs wy Body ayd ll wy 


Ee Mem- 
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Members, * been reduced under the hard Bon. 
dage of Sin. My Thoughts are Thoughts of Ini: 
gutty; and Waſting and Deſtruftion are in my Paths, 
4 Hands are feeble to de the Geed that I would; 
my F 1 „ Evil. Ab LorD! how incx- 
Janie is the Abi Very and the Depth 
6 4 Corruptions 0 2 N. e 1 0 — 6 
OD, that out 0 the Abyſs of my Miſery, I 26 
call upon the Abyjs of Thy Mercy, and may be made 
Partaker of that Purifying Virtue, which is derived 
eur of Chriſt thy Sen © that fo the Power of Darkneſs 
being driven away,. my Underſtanding may be illuſ- 
trated with the Divine Light! That wy Fog — 
of my fiekly Reaſon being — it may chear rfl ac- 
2 in the Obedience of Faith! Thai ny Will may 
be entirely ſubdued to Thy Will! That my » Mind and 
Converſation having ſhaken off the Yoke of Vamiy, 
may cleave ta the true Simplicity that is in Chriſt! 
That my hard Heart may be ſoften'd! That my Lite 
may fucetly eonſpire with the Life of Gov! _ 
my Conicience, throwing 4 the Dominion 9 
righteouſneſs, may, under the Influence of Divin: 


Grace, govern all the Faculties of my Soul! That the 


inward Eye in me may be open'd to admit the Light f 
Truth ; and the Spiritual wy 'd to receive t 
Divine 282 Azxd for End, wouchſafe 
Help, O Lord, that. 1 may not ſuperficial, 
look into this bottomleſs Deep of the Carruption of 
Nature; but know and acknowledge the very Root 
theres, out of which the whole Harveſt. Vices dot 
grow up; and that I may ſo kill the ſame, and 1 
perfectly defliroy it, that the Root, and Seed of 
Grace, which is reached forth 3 in Chriſt Jeſus, may 
Jpread i it /e 7 freely and univerſally through the Pow- 
ert of the Soul. Remove from me, good LORD, all 
thoſe Impediments which ob ſtruct the ſaving Knaw- 
ledge of my ſelf; that ſo with an. open Face, 1 may 
teth ſee and deplare the Abyſs of this my diſery, and 


may off feel and tate the mt lui Enna 
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Thy Mercy, to the utter defiroying of the Devil g. 


| in me,..and the new. Formation of Thine awn 
bleſſed Image in all the Powers and Faculties of my 
Soul; through Thine only —_ Con, 17 7 1s the 
Brightneſs of Thy Glory, and the expreſs Image e 

7. 5 Fall, Je us Chtiſt our LORD, . A. 


auh for me, and for the whole Church, fitting at Thy 
Right-Hand in the Majefty . Thy Glory, now, and 


for ever / Amen. 


ASPIRATIONS.. - 
Gee that I may lock ſo deeply. 


* 


into the Corruption of my Nature, that I may 
taſte the Grace which is revealed in Chriſt for the. 
Reftauration of; Nature... | N 


2. Trach me, Lok p, to know ſeif; O make me 
perceive what Adam is, and what Chriſt is; and 


haw the Firſt muſt die, but the Second live in me. 
3. Lory, / am taught by thy Apo/ile, that the 


Natural Man diſcerneth not Spiritual Things; cre- 


ate therefore in me, a Spiritual Under ſtanding, that 
I may diſcern thoſe Things which are from Above. 

+ Grant, Lozp, tht I may have a right Know- 
ledge of my preſent left State, and a right Diſcern- 


ing of the gractous Means which Thou haſt appointed 


for my Recovery, to Thy Haut and G 


1 Suffer me not, Lonp, to walk in the Dark--. 


neſs of my own perverſe Underſtanding; but deliver 


me from all Blindne/s and Hardneſs of Heart, and 


x 


from z 
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frem the Sopbifery and -Stubbormneſs of corrupt Regs 
fox. O exlighten my Kyes, that I may behold the 
Things which make for my Peace, and follow Ther, 
bo art the True | 


- 6. 0 remmenſe Sea of Love! when wit thon yaw 
ne ſrum my jelf I am afbamed and confounded whey 
4 teck into my f. O deliver thou me from my ſelf, 
or I feriſh. - x 


. 


7. O Infinite Love, make Spced to help me: 0 
Bale to affift me, that by Toofing my on Life, I. may 


8. Turn me, LORD, unte T hee by true Contritian 

of Spirits and ſay unte me, Turn agam, O thou 
>hild of Adam: ! Sz ſhall I be turned urnty T hee by 
trad NMumiliutian of Heart, that I may enjry thy 
gractovs Light of thy Countenance. 


9. Lon, give me thy Spirit that may trach nv 

the true Purification of my Heart to aſpire after ; 
and attein the Divine Light, and ſe to welk in : 
Le, as ta arrive ot the Inheritance of Light, and 
to quote. in Thy Liteusſs! 


* 
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